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1. General information

1.1. Aims of the course

The overall objective of the subject is for students to understand the dynamics of nutrient cycles and their
relationship with the fertility of ecosystems through knowledge of the soil and soil-plant relationships; and the
interpretation and analysis of the operation of these relationships and soil properties under very specific
management conditions, such as the use of certain by-products.

The student must be able to apply the basic scientific principles to the management and recycling of organic
waste so that he can use it in the development of his professional activity, applying the most appropriate
technologies to the environment.

These goals are aligned with some of the Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda and certain
targets, specifically goal 11, target 11.6. By 2030, reduce the per capita negative environmental impact of cities,
including by paying special attention to air quality and municipal and other waste management.

The proposed objectives are also related to objective 12, target 12.2, 12.4, 12.6 By 2030, achieve sustainable
management and efficient use of natural resources, achieve environmentally sound management of chemical
products and all waste to throughout its life cycle, in accordance with agreed international frameworks, and
significantly reduce its release to the atmosphere, water and soil in order to minimize its adverse effects on
human health and the environment and significantly reduce the generation of waste through prevention,
reduction, recycling and reuse activities.

2. Learning goals

2.3. Importance of learning goals

The multidisciplinary nature of the subject will enable the student to relate knowledge from other subjects and
develop professional skills. Likewise, the student will be able to analyze and synthesize information, apply
theory to practice, solve practical questions and problems, organize and plan, as well as generate new ideas to
work both individually and in groups.

3. Assessment (1st and 2nd call)



3.1. Assessment tasks (description of tasks, marking system and assessment criteria)

Global evaluation is carried out. In each call the evaluation will consist of three activities:

1. Global test written at the end of the semester, according to the syllabus of the subject and according to the
EPS exam schedule (60% of the final grade)

2. Participation in practices and written presentation of a memory in those in which it is indicated (20% of the
final grade)

3. Written presentation of a course work (20% of the final grade)

Activities 2 and 3 can be carried out and it is recommended, on the dates established at the beginning of the
course.

All those students who do not attend the practices or do not present the report on the agreed date (or who
wish to raise their grade), must take an individual written test, the same day that appears in the EPS exam
calendar, which It will deal with the contents of the laboratory practices and/or the topic proposed for the
course work.

The evaluation system seeks to contemplate the acquisition of knowledge, skills and aptitudes of the subject.
Participation will be valued as well as the content, presentation and formal correction of the proposed
activities. In the evaluation of the practical program, not only the ability to apply theoretical content will be
taken into account, but also the application of the attitudes considered in the section on specific competences
when solving the cases raised. To pass the entire subject, it is necessary to obtain a grade equal to or greater
than 5 in activity 1, and only then can it be averaged with the others. Activities 2 and 3, once passed (score
equal to or greater than 5 out of 10) are kept, with that score, and will average with activity 1 in the call that
the latter is passed.

In relation to the ODSs and in particular to targets 12.4 and 12.5, the theoretical foundation for the
environmentally sound management of all waste throughout its life cycle and the reduction, recycling and
reuse of organic waste is evaluated in the testtheory, in the practice reports or in the course work.The
contribution of these three activities represents 60%, 20% and 20% of the grade, representing 100% of the
student’s global classification.

Success rates in previous courses

2018/2019 2019/2020 2020/2021
100 % - 100 %

4. Methodology, learning tasks, syllabus and resources

4.1. Methodological overview

The methodology followed in this course is oriented towards the achievement of the learning
objectives. A wide range of teaching and learning tasks are implemented, such as theory and
problem sessions, group work, seminars, laboratory sessions and fieldwork.

The teaching methodology used in the course will be based on the model of lecture to address the
basic theoretical concepts of the subject. On the other hand, various problems and practical cases
will be solved in the classroom which will allow students to relate the theoretical concepts and see
their application.

4.2. Learning tasks

Theoretical dissertation, practical sessions, written coursework, and formal examinations related to
the use of organic waste as a fertilizer.

4.3. Syllabus

This course will address the following topics:
Lectures

SECTION 1: SOIL FERTILITY AND GENERAL ASPECTS



1. Introduction: The problem of the generation of by-products in human activities.

2. Planning of the application of waste to the soil: Limitations, advantages and undesirable effects.
3. Soil quality. Concept, definitions and management.

4. Soil fertility: M.O. and primary mineral nutrients.

SECTION 2: SPECIFIC CYCLES, INTEREST AND CONSIDERATIONS ON WASTE

1. Generation and destination of waste. General aspects and definitions

2. Cycle of the secondary elements, Ca, Mg, Na and K. Importance in the soil. Need and effects for
plants.

3. Cycle of microelements. Importance in the soil. Need and effects for plants.

4. Heavy metals in the soil. Origin and accumulation. Effects on plants.

5. Waste management for agriculture. Applicable regulations.

6. Interest and restrictions in the use of waste from industrial or extractive activities. Main features.
Agronomic interest.

7. Interest and restrictions in the use of waste from urban and leisure activities. Main features.
Agronomic interest.

8. Interest and restrictions in the use of waste from livestock activities. Main features. Agronomic
interest.

9. Interest and restrictions in the use of waste from agricultural, forestry and agri-food activities. Main
features. Agronomic interest.

10. Transport and distribution of waste. Application techniques. Incorporation into the soil

Practice sessions

SECTION 1: SOIL FERTILITY AND GENERAL ASPECTS

- Assessment of the intrinsic edaphic parameters and identification of possible impacts derived from
extrinsic properties to the soil.

- Characterization of organic waste

? C cycle (total organic matter, particulate organic matter, soluble organic carbon, oxidizable organic
carbon and recalcitrant organic C)

? Determination of the degree of stability of an organic residue.

SECTION 2: SPECIFIC CYCLES, INTEREST AND CONSIDERATIONS ON WASTE
? Use of by-products in agriculture. Discussion of cases.

? Economy of the use of by-products such as fertilizers.

? Observation of by-products. Previous tests.

? Physical effects of some by-products applied to the soil.

? Effects of some by-products on the germination and growth of plants.

? Evolution of different types of by-products.

4.4. Course planning and calendar

It is estimated that an average student must devote a total of 125 hours to this course,
which should encompass both activities, according to the following calendar:

Tipo 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
actividad / v @ @O
Semana
Actividad
Presencial

Teoria 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Problemas 2 2 2 2

Practicas 2 2 2 2 2 2

laboratorio
Trabajos en 2 2
grupo

Salidas de 2 4
practicas



Tutorias ECTS

Evaluacién 4
Actividad No

presencial

Trabajo 4 4 5 4 4 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 5
individual

Trabajo en 6 6
grupo

TOTAL 8 8 9 8 8 7 12 6 8 0 8 8 10 8 17 O
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