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4.1. Methodological overview

The methodology followed in this course is oriented towards the achievement of the learning
objectives.

Students are expected to participate actively in the class throughout the semester.
Further information regarding the course will be provided on the first day of class.

The approach, methodology and evaluation of this guide are

prepared to be the same in any teaching setting. They will conform to
socio-sanitary conditions of each moment, as well as the indications given
by the competent authorities.

4.2. Learning tasks

4.3. Sy

Theoretical lectures.
Practical lectures.
Individual work.
Personal study.
Assessment activities.

llabus

A critical approach to the role played by religion (as a social construction or cultural product) in the expression of identity and



its transformations in ancient societies is proposed. The relationship with ethnicity is raised, as well as the essential
importance of religion in defining alterity (barbarism, magic, heresy), with a vision of the various systems, from the imperial
religions of Egypt or Mesopotamia, to the national religions of a civic nature, the cosmopolitanism of the Hellenistic-Roman
world and Christian universalism.

PROGRAM
THEORETICAL TEACHING (15 hours).

1. Identity, ethnicity, culture and religion. Methodological considerations.

2.
The sovereign as a symbolic exponent of social identity: Egypt and Mesopotamia.
Ancient Israel: the exclusive identity within the framework of a national system.
Mazdeism as an expression of Iranian identity.

Locative religion and civic identity in the Greek polis and the Roman public res.

Hellenistic-Roman religious pluralism: commitment and problems within the framework of multiple identities. Local
systems and imperial globality.

Image and reality of human sacrifice as an example of religious alterity.
Magic and rituals of power.

The creation of Christian identity: universalist exclusivism and demonization of the ancient cults.

ASSISTANCE PRACTICES (15 hours).

1. Iconography of royalty in the P.O.A .: Egypt, Mesopotamia.
2.

Persepolis and Nasg-i-Rustam.
3.

The cult of heroes: identity and difference. Zeus's altar in Pergamum.
4,

Ara Pacis and Forum Augustum.
5.

Texts and images of religious cosmopolitanism in the Roman Empire.
6.

Variants of human sacrifice.
7.

Magical papyri, notches and tabellae defixionum.
8.

Discursive examples of religious identity in the debate between "pagans" and Christians.
9.

Exhibition of monographic topics in class by the students.

NON-ASSISTANCE PRACTICES (30 hours).
Readings and consultation of scientific documentation for the preparation of works exposed in class.

4.4. Course planning and calendar

Further information concerning the timetable, classroom, office hours, assessment dates and other details
regarding this course will be provided on the first day of class or please refer to the Facultad de Filosofia 'y
Letras.

See the academic calendar of the University of Zaragoza (
http://academico.unizar.es/calendario-academico/calendario) and the website of the Faculty of Philosophy
and Arts (Schedule of classes: https://fyl.unizar.es/horario-de-clases#overlay-context=horario-de-clases;
Examination schedule: https://fyl.unizar.es/calendario-de-examenes#overlay-context=)

More information will be provided on the first day of class.
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