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1. General information

1.1. Aims of the course

   so that the acquisition of the learning outcomes of the subject provideshttps://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/es/),
training and competence to contribute to some extent to their achievement". Specifically, the first part of the subject
addresses the following objectives. Goals 1 and 2 are addressed by studying the mechanisms that have produced economic
growth, eliminating poverty and hunger in developed countries. The importance of Goal 4 is addressed by explaining the
importance of education in economic growth. Objective 8 is addressed in a large part of the course by studying the causes
and characteristics of economic growth. The study of industrialization processes also emphasizes the role of technological
innovation in economic growth (Objective 9). The reduction of inequalities (Objective 10) is included by explaining how these
inequalities have been generated both spatially and interpersonally. In the second part of the course, the end of poverty
(Objective 1) is addressed in the case studies of Africa, Latin America and Asia. Likewise, in Africa, special emphasis is
placed on the problem of hunger (Goal 2), as well as that of sustainable 
cities (Goal 11), which is also addressed in the Latin American theme. In all the topics corresponding to the different areas of
the world, there is a review of the evolution of life expectancy and levels of well-being (Goal 3). The topics of energy and
pollution (Goal 7) are transversal to different themes, although they are particularly present in the themes of the West since
1980 and the Planned Systems. The work and growth objective (Goal 8), as well as innovation (Goal 9) and inequality (Goal
10) are cross-cutting to all the themes that address the world's zones. The objectives of sustainable production and climate
action (Goals 12 and 13) have been addressed in particular in the Western theme since 1980. The goal of peace and strong
institutions (Goal 16) is addressed more intensively in the Asia, Latin America and Africa themes, although it is mentioned in
all themes corresponding to areas of the world. The acquisition of the learning outcomes of the subject both through
theoretical expositions and text discussion provides training and competence to better understand the aforementioned SDGs
and their historical configuration, also contributing to some extent to their possible future achievement. 

1.2. Context and importance of this course in the degree

The context is that of subjects that, through the analysis of the real economy, seeks to increase the student's analytical
capacity by confronting him/her with situations whose complexity exceeds the theoretical models. The aim is therefore to
make them capable of using their theoretical and instrumental knowledge to solve real economic problems. 

2. Learning goals

2.1. Competences

Upon passing the course, the student will be more competent to.... 
1. Analyze important economic phenomena, trying to take into account all the relevant variables, thus facing the complexity
of the real economy. 
2. Understand the historicity of the current economy, i.e. be able to understand the present from a historical perspective that
gives us essential elements for it. 
3. To be able to initiate research in the field of economic history and applied economics, taking into account the phenomena
of path dependence. 
4. To understand the mechanisms and economic variables that explain the varying degree of success in the processes of
economic development. 
5. Obtain the ability to analyze the economic situation of specific countries and to formulate appropriate policies. 



2.2. Learning goals

The student, in order to pass this subject, must demonstrate the following results.... 
1. Is able to have a complete vision of the nature and characteristics of the processes of modern economic growth and
development in the last two centuries... 
2. Has a profound vision of the existing debate on the proximate and fundamental causes of economic growth both from a
theoretical perspective and from the application of this to the analysis of the real processes developed in the last two
centuries. 
3. Is able to know and understand the most relevant consequences of modern economic growth and development, especially
in relation to its relationship with the environment, the processes of economic globalization, interpersonal and spatial
disparities in income distribution and public intervention in the economy. 

2.3. Importance of learning goals

The understanding of current economic problems is facilitated by long-term analysis, since many of them have originated
through long-term processes or have their origins in past situations. Ultimately, we hope to contribute to a greater ability to
analyze current economic problems and provide possible solutions. 
Economic development is a central topic in economics and also in economic history. The consideration in our analysis of the
complex interrelationships between institutional and quantitative variables, as well as path dependency phenomena, seeks a
realistic approach to economic development in which the long-term perspective of economic history can help to understand
the causes of temporal and spatial differences in the rates of development and the distribution of its results. 
The use of economic theory in the analysis of the past makes it possible to contrast it with the empirical evidence provided by
economic history, which is also of great educational interest. 
 

3. Assessment (1st and 2nd call)

3.1. Assessment tasks (description of tasks, marking system and assessment criteria)

Continuous Assessment. The student must demonstrate that he/she has achieved the expected learning outcomes through
the following assessment activities: 
Submission of summaries of readings or of questionnaires and short papers assigned by the instructors. 
Presentations to the instructor and the rest of the students of the readings and materials ordered by the instructors or
previously agreed with them. 
Active participation in the discussions on each topic guided by the instructors. 
For those students who do not pass the continuous assessment or wish to improve their grade, there will be a global exam of
the whole subject. 
Assesment system                                                                          Minimum weighting       Maximum weighting 
Continuous assessment:
work performed, presentation of work and participation in classes. 
                                                                                                          100%                              100% 
Final exam: for those who do not pass the continuous
assessment or who want to improve their grade. 
                                                                                                          100%                              100% 

4. Methodology, learning tasks, syllabus and resources

4.1. Methodological overview

The learning process designed for this course is based on the following: 
Combination of theoretical exposition by the instructor with the active participation of the student in the different topics. The
learning process is based on the combination of the student's reading and reflection of economic texts and the instructor's
explanation of the same topic. This leads to a debate for which it is essential both the student's previous personal work at
home, as well as the presence in the classroom in the different sessions. 

4.2. Learning tasks

The program offered to the student to help him/her achieve the expected results includes the following activities... 
- Theoretical classes with explanations by the instructor. 
- Reading of cutting-edge research articles in economic history on the subject matter of the course. 



- Discussion of these articles in the general context explained by the instructor in class. 
 
Training activity                                             No. of hours                 % Attendance 
Attendance to theoretical classes                             20                                     100% 
Work preparation and independent study 
of the student                                                       45                                 -------- 
Presentation 
of the work carried out                                          10                                      100% 
 

4.3. Syllabus

1. Introduction 
2. Great Evasion and Great Divergence 
3. Long-term growth: causes (I) 
4. Long-term growth: causes (II) 
5. The industrial revolution 
6. Growth outside Europe (I) 
7. Growth outside Europe (II) 
8. Developed countries from 1945 to 1980 (I). 
9. Developed countries since 1980 
11. The experience of the centrally planned economies. 
12. The development of Latin America in the second half of the 20th century. 
13. The development of Asia in the second half of the 20th century. 
14. The weak development of Africa in the second half of the twentieth century. 

4.4. Course planning and calendar

The schedule of theoretical sessions, readings and presentations to be made by the students will be specified on the day of
the presentation of the course. 
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