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4.1. Methodological overview

This course has a complementary theoretical and applied conceptual basis with other optional socioeconomic and



environmental approaches that will apply to the fundamentals of the OT (Landscape Planning).

The practical and applied character of the course is specified in practical work, case presentations, and field work. These
activities' workload equals a third of the total amount of hours. Practice sessions include methods commonly used in the
strategic planning of rural development. Students will have to design, individually, a strategic development plan, where they
demonstrate the practical and theoretical knowledge acquired in the course.

The presentation of specific cases by external specialists is intended to put in contact students with real-world problems and
their political solutions.

4.2. Learning tasks

The course includes the following learning tasks:
® Theory sessions (27 hours).

Practical activities (21 hours).

Field work (12 hours).

Autonomous work and study (84 hours).

Assessment tasks (6 hours).

4.3. Syllabus

The course will address the following topics:

Topic 1. The multifunctional character of rural spaces

1.1. Evolution of the concept of rurality.

1.2. Rural multifunctionality.

1.3. Concept and fundamentals of Rural Development.

1.4. Concept and fundamentals of Sustainable Development.

1.5. Territorial competitiveness.

1.6. Rural spaces in Territory Planning. development plans.

Topic 2. Analysis and diagnosis of rural development

2.1. The regulatory framework for rural development in the European Union.
2.2. The territorial approach.

23. Bottom-up, integrated and multisectoral approaches.

2.4. social participation.

2.5. Territorial innovation.

2.6. Cooperation at different levels.

Topic 3. Agents of local development

3.1. The local development agent: Competencies.

3.2. The local development agent: Capacities and abilities.

3.3. The Local Action Groups and their integration in the network.
Topic 4. Case studies of rural development programs and initiatives
4.1. Experiences in the European Union.

4.2. The evaluation of the programs.

Seminars:

1. The territorial approach in rural development and competitiveness.
2. Assessment of Rural Development policies.

4.4. Course planning and calendar

THEORY T1 |T1 | T2 |T2 [ T2 | T2 T2 T3 | T3 T4 T4
PRACTICES P1 P2 P3
SEMINARS S1 S2
FIELD WORK TC1
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