
JAAD ONLINE: SURGICAL PEARL
F
a

From the Depart

Hospital, Zara

versidad de Sa

Spainc; Depar

Universitario

Zaragoza, Zara

Funding sources:

Patient consent:

patient photo

tained by the

submission to

with the unde

available.
Handmade double-blade scalpel for
Mohs surgery
Pedro Gil-Pallares, MD,a,b,c Mariana Claudia Matei, MD,a,b Marcial �Alvarez-Salafranca, PhD,a,b

Alejandro Vilas-Sueiro, MD,d Alba Navarro-Bielsa, MD,a,b,e and Yolanda Gilaberte, PhDa,b,e
Key words: cutaneous oncology; dermatologic surgery; micrographic surgery; Mohs surgery.
CLINICAL CHALLENGE
Obtaining Mohs surgery stages can be challenging in certain areas with loose or flaccid skin, such as the

eyelid. This might be helped by double-blade scalpels that make the cut on both sides of the stage
simultaneously, while the skin is still tightened. Some authors described the use of scalpel handles with 2
notches for 2 blades, although they might not be available in all hospitals.1 Arnon et al2 described a simple way
of making a double-blade scalpel by attaching a second blade to a common scalpel handle with tape. However,
the bond relies on the tape, and we found that the use of 2 scalpel handles provides a more stable union.

SOLUTION
One scalpel is attached to the handle as usual, and to keep a 3 mm distance between the blades, the notch of

both handles must face each other (Supplementary Video 1, available via Mendeley at https://data.mendeley.
com/datasets/s7ykfbr69y/1). Therefore, the second blade should be placed oppositely so both blades face the
same direction, which, although it does not allow for a perfect fit, keeps the scalpel strongly fixed to the handle
(Fig 1). Both scalpels are attached with adhesive tape that can be sterile, allowing for a stable 3 mm distance
between blades (Fig 2). We found this handmade double-bladed scalpel especially helpful in obtaining
ig 1. Detail of the second blade placed oppositely to the usual one. Although it does not
llow for a perfect fit, the scalpel is strongly fixed to the handle.
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Fig 2. Double-scalpel after attachment of both scalpels with sterile adhesive tape. Both
scalpels face the same direction with a 3 mm distance between blades.
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spaghetti Mohs stages on difficult areas wheremaintaining a tightened skin after the first cut is not easy, although
it can also be used for conventional Mohs surgery.
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