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ABSTRACT: 
 
Varnishes are normally applied on printed food packaging to protect it from smearing and 
scratching. Moreover, they may be applied on the food contact surface in order to improve 
resistance towards moisture and fat. Some of the compounds that make up the varnish 
formulation could migrate to the food. In this work, the ion mobility quadrupole time-of-
flight mass spectrometry has been used to obtain drift time-aligned mass spectra in which 
accurate the mass of precursor ions and their fragments are used to identify both 
intentionally and non-intentionally added substances (NIAS). The compound 2-propenoic 
acid,1,1'-[2-[[3-[2,2-bis[[(1-oxo-2-propen-1-yl)oxy]methyl]butoxy]-1-
oxopropoxy]methyl]-2-ethyl-1,3-propanediyl] ester was identified as a NIAS formed 
from the varnish monomer 2-propenoic acid, 1,1'-[2-ethyl-2-[[(1-oxo-2-propen-1-
yl)oxy]methyl]-1,3-propanediyl] ester. The compound 5, 11-diethyl-7-oxo-4,6,10,12-
tetraoxopentadecane-3,13-diyl diacrylate is a NIAS derived from the varnish monomer 
2-propenoic acid, 1,1'-[oxybis(methyl-2,1-ethanediyl)] ester, and was found to migrate 
into the food simulant tested at a level of 0.03 mg kg−1. Finally, the NIAS, 2-{2-[2-
(acryloyloxy)-1-methylethoxy]-1-methylethoxy}-1-methylethyl acrylate, an impurity of 
a photoinitiator used for UV curing of the varnish, was identified, and its migration of 
0.14 mg kg−1 exceeded the threshold established as safe for human consumption. 
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1. Introduction 
Varnishing is a finishing process used in food packaging where a thin transparent layer 
of varnish is applied on the printed material. In this way, the print is protected from 
smearing and scratching, and the surface is glossier and even. Varnishes are a kind of ink 
without colorant [1] and may be applied to the food contact surface in order to improve 
resistance towards moisture and fat [2]. UV varnishes contain reactive resins that 
polymerize and form a hard film under UV radiation. The main components are 
oligomers, monomers, prepolymers and photoinitiators [3]. Therefore, all these 
components are susceptible of migration from the packaging to the food in contact with 
it. When the varnish is applied over the printed surface, several migration mechanisms 
can occur, such as a) the direct migration, that is the transfer of matter from the printed 
side through the substrate onto the unprinted internal side, and b) the set off, where the 
compounds can be transferred to the internal food contact non printed layer due to its 
contact with the external printed surface, when the printed material is stored as reels. In 
the case of photoinitiators, there are many works that studied these migration phenomena 
[4–6]. Nevertheless, a lot of work has still to be done in the area of non-intentionally 
added substances (NIAS). NIAS are originated from impurities, oligomers reaction by-



products or degradation processes [7]. The phenomenon of NIAS were specifically 
mentioned in Article 19 of Regulation EU 10/2011 [8], then it has been studied in several 
areas of packaging such as paper and board [7], plastic materials [9], coatings [10,11], 
adhesives used for multilayer [12–15] and labels [16,17]. As it can be seen in these works, 
the study of NIAS is an analytical challenging work, where a wide series of unknowns 
can appear. Thus, high resolution mass spectrometry coupled to efficient separation 
techniques are required. Ion mobility mass spectrometry (IMS) is a gas-phase technique 
whose mechanism relies on the separation of ions with different mobility that pass 
through a drift cell in which a constant electric field is applied [18]. The ions are 
characterized by their collision cross-section value (CCS), a parameter related to the ion's 
rotationally averaged size, shape, total charge and charge distribution. Depending on the 
gas used, changes [19]. The ion mobility separations take only a few milliseconds to 
occur. This enables the ion mobility cell to be employed in line with a ultrahigh 
performance liquid chromatographer (UHPLC), where peaks typically present a few 
seconds width, and a Time of Flight (ToF) mass spectrometer, which operates on a 
microsecond time scale. As a result, a UHPLC-IM-QToF-MS system brings about an 
extra dimension of sample separation and definition, and three-dimensional spectra are 
obtained (mass-to-charge ratio, ion intensity, and drift time) [20]. This technique is 
particularly useful when dealing with complex matrices, since alignment of precursors 
and fragment ions on the basis on both retention time and drift time can be achieved. 
Ultimately, ion mobility filtered extracted ion chromatograms (XIC) are cleaner and 
present less interferences compared to those obtained from a non-ion mobility 
configuration [21]. This appears to be of great value for the identification of unknowns. 
In this work the ion mobility technology has been used in order to obtain cleaner spectra 
which contribute to identify non-intentionally added substances that could migrate from 
UV varnishes used in food packaging materials to food simulants. 
 
 
2. Materials and methods 
2.1. Reagents 
The standards benzophenone, 2-hydroxy-2-methylpropiophenone, 2-Hydroxy-4′-(2-
hydroxyethoxy)-2-methylpropiophenone, ethanol, 2,2′,2″-nitrilotris- were purchased 
from Sigma-Aldrich Quimica S.A (Madrid, Spain). The compounds 1,1'-[2-ethyl-2-[[(1-
oxo-2-propen-1- yl)oxy]methyl]-1,3-propanediyl] ester, 2-propenoic acid, 1,1'-[oxybis 
(methyl-2,1-ethanediyl)] ester, bis (2-methylbutan-2-yl) dicarbonate, [2-[2-(2-hydroxy-
1-methyl-ethoxy)-1-methyl-ethoxy]-1-methyl-ethyl] 3-(diethylamino)propanoate, [1-
methyl-2-[1-methyl-2-(1-methyl-2- prop-2-enoyloxy-ethoxy)ethoxy]ethyl]3-
(diethylamino)propanoate, [(methylethylene)bis(oxy)]dipropanol, phenol, 4,4'-(1-
methylethylidene) bis-, reaction products with 2-(chloromethyl)oxirane, 2-propenoate, 
reaction product of (4,4′-Isopropylidenediphenol, oligomeric reaction products with 1-
chloro-2,3-epoxypropane) and 2-propenoic acid (molar ratio 1:3), reaction product of 
(4,4′-Isopropylidenediphenol, oligomeric reaction products with 1-chloro-2,3-
epoxypropane) and 2-propenoic acid (molar ratio 1:1), reaction product of 2,2'-[propane-
2,2-diylbis(4,1-phenyleneoxymethylene)] dioxirane and 2-propenoic acid (molar ratio 
1:2), reaction product of 2,2'-[propane-2,2-diylbis(4,1-phenyleneoxymethylene)] 
dioxirane and 2-propenoic acid (molar ratio 1:3), reaction product of 3-(4-{1-methyl-1- 
[4-(oxiran-2-ylmethoxy) phenyl]ethyl} phenoxy) propane-1,2-diol and 2-propenoic acid 
(molar ratio 1:1), 2-methyl-2-propanyl 1-hydroxy-3,6,9,12,15,18,21,24-
octaoxaheptacosan-27-oate, poly[oxy(methyl-1,2-ethanediyl)], α,α′,α''-1,2,3-
propanetriyltris[ω-[(1-oxo-2-propen-1-yl)oxy]- and oligo[2-hydroxy-2-methyl-1-[4-(1-



methylvynyl)phenyl] propanone were industrial standards with a purity up to 85%. 
Ethanol, water and methanol of HPLC grade were supplied by Scharlau Chemie S.A 
(Sentmenat, Spain). 
 
2.2. Samples 
Three different UV-curable varnishes were studied (named varnish 1, 2 and 3). All of 
them are intended for being used in food contact materials to cover the ink applied over 
Polypropylene (PP). The varnish is not in direct contact with food, as it is applied on the 
external side of the packaging. 5 g/m2�}0.1 of each varnish were applied over PP with 
80 μm thickness using an atomatic coater K control Coater model 202 (RK PrintCoat 
Instruments Ltd, Litlington, Royston, Herts SG8 0QZ). An UV curing equiment HOK-
2/1 ASP from BCB (Cerdanyola, Spain) was used for the curing. 100 mJ/cm2 were 
applied over the varnish applied in PP (varnished PP), a radiometer was used to control 
the UV exposure. Afterwards, several laminates of varnished PP were rolled over a glass 
rod simulating an industrial varnished polypropylene reel in order to study the set-off 
phenomenum. These rolled laminates were kept one month at room temperature, and after 
this period their migration was studied. Films of PP 80 μm were used as blanks. 
 
2.3. Extraction of the cured varnish 
A piece of 5 cm2 of cured varnish was extracted with 5 g of ethanol 95% (v/v) in an 
ultrasonic bath for 1 h at room temperature. PP was used as a blank since varnish was 
applied over this substrate. 
 
2.4. Migration assays 
Migration assays were done according the “EuPIA Guidance on Migration Test Methods 
for the evaluation of substances in printing inks and varnishes for food contact materials” 
[22]. Three replicates of PP blank, three replicates of the varnished PP side and three 
replicates of the unprinted PP side of the varnished PP rolled (set-off) were placed in 
contact with ethanol 95% (v/v). Migracell® migration cells were used to do the migration 
assays, 0.78 dm2 were placed in contact with 0.13 Kg of food simulant considering the 
ratio 6 dm2 to 1 Kg of food simulant established by the Regulation. Migration cells were 
kept at 60 °C for 10 days. 
 
2.5. Gas chromatography-mass spectrometry single quadrupole (GC-MS/Q) 
The equipment used was a CTC Analytics CombiPal autosampler coupled to an Agilent 
6890 N gas chromatograph with a mass spectrometer MS 5975B detector. All of them 
from Agilent Technologies (Palo Alto, CA, USA). The capillary column used was a HP-
5MS (30m×0.25 μm x250 μm) from Agilent Technologies (Madrid, Spain). The oven 
program was as follows: 40 °C for 2 min, with rate of 10 °C/min up to 300 °C, maintained 
for 2 min. The injection type was splitless, the injection volume was 1 μL and the helium 
flow was 1 mL/min. The acquisition was done in electron impact ionization (EI). The 
mass detector was set at SCAN mode (in the range m/z 45–350). NIST 08 mass spectral 
search program (v. 2.0) was used for library search and comparison of the acquired 
spectra with the reference ones. 
 
2.6. Ultra-high-pressure-liquid chromatography coupled with ion mobilityquadrupole-
time of flight analyzer (UHPLC- IMS/QTOF) 
The analyses were carried out in a chromatograph Acquity UPLC™ system coupled to 
an electrospray interface (ESI) and VION® IMS/QTOF detector, supplied by Waters 
(Manchester, UK). An UPLC™ BEH C18 column of 1.7 μm particle size (2.1×100 mm) 



was used with a flow rate of 0.3 mL/min and a column temperature of 35 °C. The mobile 
phase was water (phase A) and methanol (phase B), both with 0.1% formic acid. The 
gradient used was 95-5% of phase A-B finishing in 100% of phase B after 13 min. The 
volume of sample injected was 5 μL. The electrospray interface (ESI) was used in positive 
and negative ionization, sensitivity mode with a capillary voltage of 1 kV and a sampling 
cone at 30 V. The temperatures used were 120 °C and 500 °C for source and desolvation 
respectively, and the desolvation gas flow was 800 L h−1. The system was calibrated and 
acquired data in the range 50–1000 m/z. Leucine-Enkephalin [M+H]+ m/z 556.2765 was 
used as lock-mass for real time mass correction. Collision ramp applied was 20–40 V, 
argon was used as collision gas. The acquisition was set at high definition mass 
spectrometry (HDMSE), with 0.1 s scan time. 
 
2.7. Software 
NIST MS Search (v. 2.2., 2014) mass spectral search program was used on the GC-MS/Q 
system for library search and comparison of the acquired spectra with the reference ones 
[23]. Data from VION® IMS/QTOF were processed using UNIFI (v. 1.8.) software and 
MassLynx (v. 4.1.) software, both from Waters Corporation. Chemdraw Ultra (v. 
12.0.2.1076., Cambridge Soft) was also used for generating the mol files when necessary. 
The software Toxtree® (v. 2.6.0.) was used for risk assessment. The classification 
depends on the molecular structure and maximum values of human exposure for each 
toxicity class: Class I, II and III, 1.8, 0.54 and 0.09 mg kg−1, respectively. 
 
 
3. Results and discussion 
 
In order to identify potential migrants from the varnishes, non-targeted analysis of the 
sample was performed.  
 
3.1. GC-MS/Q identification 
The identification of volatile compounds in the extracts from the varnishes was carried 
out by GC-MS/Q. NIST 2014 [23] returned a “hit list” of matched chemical compounds 
from the library. Then, standards of the compounds were analyzed for confirmatory 
purposes. Benzophenone and 2-hydroxy-2-methylpropiophenone were detected in the 
extract coming from varnish 1. Both are photoinitiators used for the UV curing. 2-
Hydroxy-4′-(2-hydroxyethoxy)-2-methylpropiophenone was identified in the extract 
coming from varnishes 2, 3 and 4. This compound is also a photoinitiator for UV curing. 
These initiators start the cross-linking reaction in response to UV-radiation. 
 
3.2. UHPLC- IMS/QTOF analysis 
The identification of non-volatile compounds was carried out by UHPLC- IMS/QTOF. 
This technique provides mass accuracy of both precursor and fragmentations, as well as 
ion mobility separation. In this system, the ions produced in the ionization region enter 
the StepWave™ ion guide and reach the ion mobility chamber, where they are separated 
based on their mobility constant K. As a result, a collision cross section (CCS, units of 
A2) value is obtained for each compound. CCS values are a robust and precise 
physicochemical property of an ion, which is related to its chemical structure and three-
dimensional conformation [24]. HDMSE acquisition mode combines the selectivity of 
ion mobility and the specificity of MS/MS. From the acquisition of a single analysis, 
UNIFI software processes the raw data of low and high collision energy, and generates 
spectra after the drift time-alignment of precursors with their product ions. The whole 



process makes the identification of nontarget compounds more reliable compared to 
traditional high resolution mass spectrometry (HRMS). 
Fig. 1 shows the spectrum of the compound 7, [2-[2-(2-hydroxy-1- methyl-ethoxy)-1-
methyl-ethoxy]-1-methyl-ethyl] 3-(diethylamino) propanoate peak at low energy 
acquisition and high energy acquisition, with drift time alignment. Fig. 2 shows the 
spectrum of the same compound disabling the drift time alignment.  
 

 
Fig. 1. Spectrum of the compound 7, [2-[2-(2-hydroxy-1-methyl-ethoxy)-1-methyl-
ethoxy]-1-methyl-ethyl] 3-(diethylamino)propanoate peak at low energy acquisition and 
high energy acquisition, with drift time alignment. 

 



Fig. 2. Spectrum of the compound 7, [2-[2-(2-hydroxy-1-methyl-ethoxy)-1-methyl-
ethoxy]-1-methyl-ethyl] 3-(diethylamino)propanoate peak at low energy acquisition and 
high energy acquisition, disabling drift time alignment. 
 
It can be noted that the spectra in Fig. 1 exhibit a significant reduction of interfering ions 
as only components with same drift time of the precursor are displayed. This is a good 
example of how ion mobility helps reduce background noise, and remove many 
interferences coming from the matrix. The low energy spectrum was used to obtain the 
elemental composition of the unknown compounds, using a mass tolerance of 3 mDa. 
The elemental composition calculator was set to order the list of proposed elemental 
compositions according to the fit of the experimental data to the theoretical isotope 
distribution (i-FIT). The software applied an isotope predictive filtering to reduce the 
number of proposed elemental compositions, using algorithms to estimate the number of 
atoms in an unknown molecule, based on the mass of the molecular ion and the relative 
intensity of the first and second isotopes. Once a list of elemental compositions was 
obtained, the database Chemspider, that is embedded into UNIFI software [25], in 
combination with a bibliographic search about varnishes formulations, leads to a list of 
candidates for each mass detected. The fragments obtained in the high energy spectrum 
provided an additional confidence level to the identification process of the candidates. 
UNIFI® is also able to automatically match the most abundant experimental fragments 
obtained with the theoretical fragments of the proposed candidate, considering the 
accurate mass of each fragment, combined with a theoretical probability of bond-
cleavage. Commercially available standards were analyzed for confirmation of the 
candidates. When no matches were found using the automatic procedure of UNIFI, the 
data were exported to MassLynx software. The MassFragment tool allowed to compare 
the theoretical fragments of any candidate, to the accurate masses of the fragments 
obtained in the high energy spectrum. The database Scifinder [26] was used in support of 
the identification process. Finally, when the candidates coming from this database didn't 
match the spectrum, Chemdraw was used to draw potential candidates and then the 
MassFragment tool compared the theoretical fragments with the actual ones.  
Table 1 shows the list of compounds identified. The compound number 1, 2-propenoic 
acid 1,1'-[2-ethyl-2-[[(1-oxo-2-propen-1-yl)oxy] methyl]-1,3-propanediyl] ester 
(TMPTA) has been identified. It is a monomer used for the varnish polymer formation. 
Which means that free monomers can remain in the varnish after the curing. Moreover, 
the detected compound number 2, 2-propenoic acid,1,1'-[2-[[3-[2,2-bis [[(1-oxo-2-
propen-1-yl)oxy]methyl]butoxy]-1-oxopropoxy]methyl]-2- ethyl-1,3-propanediyl] ester 
is considered a NIAS, as it is a reaction product coming from the monomer TMPTA. 
Several candidates were drawn based on the TMPTA structure and considering the 
elemental composition using ChemDraw. Then, MassFragment was used to compare the 
theoretical fragments with the spectrum. The compound number 2 was the compound that 
fit better with the spectrum. 
Fig. 3 shows the high energy spectra of these two compounds. 
 



 
Fig. 3. Spectra of 2-propenoic acid 1,1'-[2-ethyl-2-[[(1-oxo-2-propen-1-yl)oxy]methyl]-
1,3-propanediyl] ester (TMPTA) and 2-propenoic acid,1,1'-[2-[[3-[2,2-bis [[(1-oxo-2-
propen-1-yl)oxy]methyl]butoxy]-1-oxopropoxy]methyl]-2-ethyl-1,3-propanediyl] ester. 
Molecular structure of the compounds and the fragments of the molecules in high 
energy spectra. 
 
Fig. 3 shows the molecular structure of the compounds without taking into account the 
sodium adducts and the fragments of the molecules detected in the high energy spectra. 
As it can be seen, there are two fragments in common in both molecules (m/z 225.11 and 



m/z 81.07), which is an indicator that the molecular structures can be correlated. The 
compound number 3, 2-propenoic acid, 1,1'-[oxybis(methyl- 2,1-ethanediyl)] ester 
(DPGDA) is a residual monomer as well, and it was identified in varnish 1. Following 
the same logic, compound 4, 11- diethyl-7-oxo-4,6,10,12-tetraoxopentadecane-3,13-diyl 
diacrylate can also be considered NIAS coming from compound 3. The compound 
number 5, ethanol 2,2′,2″-nitrilotris- is a photoinitiator for UV curing. Photoinitiators 
induce the photopolymerization or photocrosslinking process in which low molecular 
weight monomers and prepolymers are converted by the absorption of UV/visible light 
into highly crosslinked, solvent and chemically resistant films [27]. The compounds 
number 6, 7, 8 and 10 in Table 1 can be considered derivatives of the reaction between 
the photoinitiator 2-propenoic acid (1-methyl-1,2-ethanediyl) bis[oxy(methyl-2,1-
ethanediyl)] ester and diethyl amine. These compounds were confirmed by analyzing an 
industrial sample of this photoiniciator. The compound number 9 was identified as 2-{2-
[2-(acryloyloxy)-1-methylethoxy]-1-methylethoxy}.-1-methylethyl acrylate. It was 
found that this NIAS is an impurity of this photoiniciator [28]. The compounds 11–16 in 
Table 1 are part of a resin commonly used in varnishes [29], and the compound 17 is an 
antifoaming product [30]. A residual monomer poly[oxy(methyl-1,2-ethanediyl)], 
α,α′,α''-the polymer formation through the UV curing [31] was labelled as compound 
number 18, while compound number 19, oligo[2-hydroxy-2-methyl-1-[4-(1-
methylvynyl)phenyl]propanone, is a polymeric photoinitiator. Considering the candidates 
identified using this technique, it is legitimate to think that a portion of these components 
can be susceptible to chemical migration from the polymeric material to food. In fact, free 
monomers typically remain in the varnish even after the curing. On these bases, chemical 
migration was assessed using food simulants. 
 
Table 1: Number of varnish, number of compound, compound name, mass detected, 
elemental composition and collision cross section of each compound. 



 
 
3.3. Migration results 
Migration assays were performed according to the “EuPIA Guidance on Migration Test 
Methods for the evaluation of substances in printing inks and varnishes for food contact 
materials” [22]. The guidelines state that migration tests should be done by using ethanol 
95% (v/v) as the worst case scenario, applying the ratio of 6 dm2 of material surface to 



1 kg of food simulant weight. Coatings, printing inks and adhesives are not yet covered 
by a specific EU legislation. Nevertheless, they must comply with the Regulation (EC) 
No 1935/2004 [32]. This Regulation establishes that materials and articles, including 
active and intelligent materials and articles, should be manufactured in compliance with 
good manufacturing practices (GMPs) so that, under normal or foreseeable conditions of 
use, they do not transfer their constituents to food in quantities which could: (a) endanger 
human health; or (b) bring about an unacceptable change in the composition of the food; 
or (c) bring about a deterioration in the organoleptic characteristics thereof. In order to 
establish a risk assessment procedure, the strategy described below was applied [33]. 
When the compound was listed in the plastics regulation 10/2011/EC [8] or in the Swiss 
ordinance 817.023.21 [34], and the migration value was below the specific migration 
limit (SML), it was considered that the compound complies with Regulation 
1935/2004/EC. The problem arises when a compound is not present in this list. This is 
usually the case for NIAS. Therefore, a search for the relevant no-observed adverse effect 
level (NOAEL) obtained from repeat-dose toxicological studies was undertaken. To 
obtain the tolerable daily intake (TDI) from the NOAEL, a default assessment factor of 
100 was applied: TDI (mg kg−1 body weight day−1) = NOAEL/assessment factor. This 
factor gives an additional margin to take into account the possibility that humans may be 
more sensitive than animals. Then, in order to obtain the self-derived SML, the 
convention of an average person body weight of 60 kg was adopted. Whilst it was 
considered an average consumption of 1 kg of packaged food per day. (self-derived SML 
= TDI*60). Finally, when the NOAEL did not exist, the TTC (threshold of toxicological 
concern) approach was used. This methodology is based on a decision-tree approach that 
treats information on the molecular structure of a target substance to assign the substance 
to one of the three Cramer classes. Each Cramer class is allocated to an exposure limit 
(mg/person/day) [35]. The same convention regarding the daily consumption of 1 kg 
packaged food per person was considered in this approach as well [33]. 
Table 2 shows the migration results from both volatile and nonvolatile compounds to 
ethanol 95%.  
 
Table 2: Migration results from both volatile and non-volatile compounds to ethanol 
95%. Varnish number, compound name, limit of detection (LOD), migration mg/kg, 
migration from set-off mg/kg, specific migration limit (SML) mg/kg and threehold 
according Cramer rules (mg/kg). 



 
 
The table shows the migration of compounds that diffuse through the varnished substrate 
(PP) and thereby come into contact with the food simulant, and the ‘set-off’ migration by 
which substances used in varnishes can transfer from the varnished (outer) surface to the 
inner, food-contact surface. It may happen during stacking or rolling of food contact 
materials that are varnished on the outside. DPGDA and the compound 4, 11-diethyl-7-
oxo-4,6,10,12-tetraoxopentadecane-3,13-diyl diacrylate, as was described in the previous 
section, is a NIAS migrated to the food simulant. Moreover, several photoinitiators such 
as benzophenone, 2-hydroxy-2-methylpropiophenone and the compounds coming from 
the photoinitiator 2-propenoic acid (1-methyl-1,2-ethanediyl) bis[oxy(methyl-2,1-
ethanediyl)] ester, and the reaction products with diethylamine, including the compound 
2-{2-[2-(acryloyloxy)-1-methylethoxy]-1-methylethoxy}. -1-methylethyl acrylate, a 
NIAS, migrated to the food simulant, exceeding their SML established in the European 
Regulations [8,34] were found to migrate under the conditions applied. In the case of 
benzophenone, a common photoinitiator, the migration happened through both diffusion 
and the ‘set-off’ mechanism. These migration results justifiy the importance of investing 
in new technologies, such as an ion mobility/high resolution mass spectrometry system, 
in order to identify the NIAS in the food contact materials. This work demonstrates that 
the NIAS found in the cured varnish can migrate to the food simulants, in some cases at 



a level that would exceed the European food contact regulation limits. Compounds that 
migrated over the SML were removed from the final varnish formulation. Then, it 
highlights the significance of studying the identification of NIAS and their migration to 
food, since it helps the companies to decide what compounds could be present in a 
formula that is going to be in contact with food. 
 
4. Conclusions 
The enhanced mass accuracy, combined with the drift time-aligned spectra obtained using 
the technique UHPLC-IMS/QTOF allowed to identify several NIAS in the cured 
varnishes used in food packaging. Two of the NIAS were neo-formed compounds coming 
from reactions between some of the ingredients in the formula, whereas others NIAS 
could be considered impurities of additives and ingredients intentionally added to obtain 
a suitable varnish formulation. Some of these compounds migrated to the food simulant 
over the established migration limits. This study also highlights the great benefits gained 
by the use of ion mobility mass spectrometry when it comes to spectral interpretation and 
structure elucidation of unknown compounds. 
 
Acknowledgements 
The authors acknowledge the financial help given by Gobierno de Aragon and European 
Social Funds to GUIA group T53_17R. We also thank Waters Corporation for providing 
VION® IMS-QTOF instrumentation and support. 
 
 
References 
[1] S.P. Athavale, Hand Book of Printing, Packaging and Lamination: Packaging 
Technology, 1 edition, Notion Press, Inc., 2018. 
[2] Chemical Migration and Food Contact Materials, (2007). 
[3] H. Kipphan, Handbook of Print Media: Technologies and Production Methods, 
Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg, 2001. 
[4] J.L. Aparicio, M. Elizalde, Migration of photoinitiators in food packaging: a review, 
Packag. Technol. Sci. 28 (3) (2015) 181–203. 
[5] M.A. Lago, A.R.B. de Quiros, R. Sendon, J. Bustos, M.T. Nieto, P. Paseiro, 
Photoinitiators: a food safety review, Food Addit. Contam. Part a-Chemistry Analysis 
Control Exposure & Risk Assessment 32 (5) (2015) 779–798. 
[6] Y. Sanchis, V. Yusa, C. Coscolla, Analytical strategies for organic food packaging 
contaminants, J. Chromatogr. A 1490 (2017) 22–46. 
[7] R.J.B. Peters, I. Groeneveld, P.L. Sanchez, W. Gebbink, A. Gersen, M. de Nijs, S.P.J. 
van Leeuwen, Review of analytical approaches for the identification of nonintentionally 
added substances in paper and board food contact materials, Trends Food Sci. Technol. 
85 (2019) 44–54. 
[8] European Commission, Commission Regulation (EU) No 10/2011 of 14 January 2011 
on Plastic Materials and Articles Intended to Come into Contact with Food, Off. J. Eur. 
Union, 2011, p. 12. 
[9] M.J. Martinez-Bueno, M.J.G. Ramos, A. Bauer, A.R. Fernandez-Alba, An overview 
of non-targeted screening strategies based on high resolution accurate mass spectrometry 
for the identification of migrants coming from plastic food packaging materials, Trac. 
Trends Anal. Chem. 110 (2019) 191–203. 
[10] E. Pietropaolo, R. Albenga, F. Gosetti, V. Toson, S. Koster, M. Marin-Kuan, J. 
Veyrand, A. Patin, B. Schilter, A. Pistone, L. Tei, Synthesis, identification and 



quantification of oligomers from polyester coatings for metal packaging, J. Chromatogr. 
A 1578 (2018) 15–27. 
[11] E. Omer, R. Cariou, G. Remaud, Y. Guitton, H. Germon, P. Hill, G. Dervilly-Pinel, 
B. Le Bizec, Elucidation of non-intentionally added substances migrating from polyester-
polyurethane lacquers using automated LC-HRMS data processing, Anal. Bioanal. Chem. 
410 (22) (2018) 5391–5403. 
[12] E. Canellas, P. Vera, C. Nerin, UPLC-ESI-Q-TOF-MSE and GC-MS identification 
and quantification of non-intentionally added substances coming from biodegradable 
food packaging, Anal. Bioanal. Chem. 407 (22) (2015) 6781–6790. 
[13] E. Canellas, P. Vera, C. Nerin, Migration assessment and the 'threshold of 
toxicological concern' applied to the safe design of an acrylic adhesive for food-contact 
laminates, Food Addit. Contam. Part a-Chemistry Analysis Control Exposure & Risk 
Assessment 34 (10) (2017) 1721–1729. 
[14] E. Canellas, P. Vera, C. Nerin, Risk assessment derived from migrants identified in 
several adhesives commonly used in food contact materials, Food Chem. Toxicol. 75 
(2015) 79–87. 
[15] C. Nerin, J. Gaspar, P. Vera, E. Canellas, M. Aznar, P. Mercea, Determination of 
partition and diffusion coefficients of components of two rubber adhesives in different 
multilayer materials, Int. J. Adhesion Adhes. 40 (2013) 56–63. 
[16] E. Canellas, P. Vera, C. Nerin, Atmospheric pressure gas chromatography coupled 
to quadrupole-time of flight mass spectrometry as a tool for identification of volatile 
migrants from autoadhesive labels used for direct food contact, J. Mass Spectrom. 49 (11) 
(2014) 1181–1190. 
[17] E. Canellas, P. Vera, C. Nerin, Multiple headspace-solid phase microextraction for 
the determination of migrants coming from a self-stick label in fresh sausage, Food Chem. 
197 (2016) 24–29.  
[18] H.H. Hill, W.F. Siems, R.H. Stlouis, D.G. McMinn, ION MOBILITY 
SPECTROMETRY, Anal. Chem. 62 (23) (1990) A1201–A1209. 
[19] P.M. Lalli, Y.E. Corilo, M. Fasciotti, M.F. Riccio, G.F. de Sa, R.J. Daroda, G. Souza, 
M. McCullagh, M.D. Bartberger, M.N. Eberlin, I.D.G. Campuzano, Baseline resolution 
of isomers by traveling wave ion mobility mass spectrometry: investigating the effects of 
polarizable drift gases and ionic charge distribution, J. Mass Spectrom. 48 (9) (2013) 989–
997. 
[20] N.K. Izhak Michaelevski, 1 and Michal Sharon 1 T-wave ion mobility-mass 
spectrometry: basic experimental procedures for protein complex analysis, J. Vis. Exp. 
41 (2010) 1985. 
[21] M.-S.R. Kirk J, M. Wrona, Integrating ion mobility into routine metabolite 
identification studies sing the Vion IMS QTof Mass Spectrometer, Waters Appl. Notes 
(2017) APNT134956341. 
[22] EuPIA, Guideline on Printing Inksapplied to the Non-food Contact Surfaceof Food 
Packaging Materials and Articles, (2011). 
[23] Y.M.S. Stein, D. Tchekhovskoi, W. Mallard, NIST 2014, Standard Reference Data 
Program of the National Institute of Standards and Tecnology, 2014. 
[24] A.B. Kanu, P. Dwivedi, M. Tam, L. Matz, H.H. Hill, Ion mobility-mass 
spectrometry, J. Mass Spectrom. 43 (1) (2008) 1–22. 
[25] Chemspider, (2018) www.chemspider.com. 
[26] Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS), Scifinder, (2018) https://scifinder.cas.org/ 
2018). 
[27] N.S. Allen, Photoinitiators for UV and visible curing of coatings: mechanisms and 
properties, J. Photochem. Photobiol. A Chem. 100 (1) (1996) 101–107. 

https://scifinder.cas.org/


[28] E. European chemicals agency, Registratio Dossier 2-Propenoic Acid, (1-Methyl-
1,2-Ethanediyl) Bis[oxy(methyl-2,1-Ethanediyl)] Ester, Reaction Products 
withDiethylamine, (2018) https://echa.europa.eu/registration-dossier/-/registereddossier/ 
13308. 
[29] C.M. Decker, K, Photopolymerization of polyfunctional monomers. III. Kinetic 
analysis by real-time IR spectroscopy, Eur. Polym. J. 26 (4) (1990) 393–401. 
[30] C. Araud, Antifoaming Agents Containing Siloxanes and Cyclosiloxanes, France, 
1989. 
[31] A.B. Fuchs, Thomas, Stephan Ilg, Husler, Rinaldo New generation inks, PPCJ, 
Polym. Paint Colour J. 195 (4485) (2005) 29–34. 
[32] European Commission. Commission Regulation (EU) No 1935/2004 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 27 October 2004 on Materials and Articles 
Intended to Come into Contact with Food and Repealing Directives 80/ 590/EEC and 
89/109/EEC. 
[33] P. Europe, Risk Assesment of Non-liested Substances and Non-intentionally added 
substances under article 19, 2014. 
[34] SWISS ORDINANCE ON MATERIALS AND ARTICLES, CONTACT WITH 
FOOD,2018 SR 817.023.21). 
[35] R. Kroes, The threshold of toxicological concern concept in risk assessment, 
Toxicol.Lett. 164 (2006) S48-S48. 

https://echa.europa.eu/registration-dossier/-/registereddossier/

