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1. Introduction

Reformulation is a very common linguistic strategy, and it is very often signalled
with discourse markers (henceforth DMSs). In English that is, that is to say, in other
words, i.e. (an acronym for Latin id est), namely, and viz. (from Latin videlicet) are
explicative markers of reformulation, in contrast to other types of markers of refor-
mulation, for example, rectificatives such as or rather or recapitulatives such as in
short (cf. Portolés 1998a).

It may be stated that the general function of explicatory reformulative discourse
markers (hereafter ERDMs) is that of equivalence or explanation (Giilich and
Kostchi 1983: 325), and that they constitute an interpretative retake (Murat and
Cartier-Bresson 1987, Adam and Revaz 1989).

According to Giilich and Kotschi (1983: 113), the object of ERDMs is to solve
formulation problems. An addresser who produces an utterance often requires a big
effort to solve problems or difficulties. In fact, there is a distance between what one
wants to communicate and what one says or writes and this may cause a formulation
to be judged inappropriate to communicate something, thus triggering a new formu-
lation or reformulation. '

Blakemore (1993: 101) points out that while in unplanned discourse a
reformulation may obey the speaker’s estimation that the first formulation was not
adequate, in planned discourse reformulations are not a change of plan, rather, they
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