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5.1.General methodological presentation

The subject starts with classes of theory, following by practical sessions performed in the computers classroom and in the
laboratory. Complementarily, there are excursions and field work during the year.

The theory magisterial classes, where the assistance is required, are participative and are focused in problem solving
activities. The practical work performed by the students include the elaboration of cartography (vegetation and
biogeographical cartography), digital photo-interpretation (with computers and specific software), laboratory work
(including taxonomy and use of dichotomous keys) and an individual work performed in the framework of "Biogeographic
regions and world biomas" seminar. During the fieldwork the students will learn to identify and interpret the vegetation
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communities and their relationship with the environment.

5.2.Learning activities

1. Theoretical sessions: 20 hours

2. Practical work in the classroom. 10 hours

3. Laboratory: Photo-interpretation, thematic cartography, taxonomy, plant identification and use of dichotomous keys 25
hours

4. Field work. Environmental factors affecting vegetation distribution analysis in-situ. 8 hours

5. Individual work and group work. 21 hours

6. Individual study. 75 hours

7. Evaluation tests. 4 hours

5.3.Program
1. Biogeography introduction. Basic concepts: ecology, biology, bioclimatology...
2. Processes and factors affecting the living beings (geographic or biologic factors, dynamics.)
3. Living beings distribution
4. World biomas and biogeographic regions
5. Biogeography cartography methods. Introduction to thematic cartography (photo-interpretation and remote sensing)
6. Living beings discrimination methods. Introduction to vertebrate and invertebrate census.

5.4.Planning and scheduling

The subject is organized in one group of theory and two groups of practices. The supervised works will be performed
individually and in groups during the tutoring hours of the teacher and they will be held in the classroom or in the teacher
office. The field work will be organized in groups , it will be on December or beginning of January and it will last 8 hours.
The laboratory work will be held in Philosophy and Letters Faculty (Practicum seminar and Laboratory, chamber I and II),
during the classes schedule and in at least two groups of 20 students maximum during December and January. The test
will be performed at the end of the teaching activities. Deadline for individual and group work: the day of the seminar.
Deadline for vegetation map work: date of test designed by the Faculty. Deadline for laboratory work: last day of
laboratory practices. The global test will be held in the classroom and during the dates assigned by the faculty.
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