
   
 

Anexos	
1.	Richard	Nixon.	XXXVII	President	of	the	United	States:	1969-1974	

Inaugural	Address.	January	20,	1969	

	

Senator	Dirksen,	Mr.	Chief	Justice,	Mr.	Vice	president,	President	Johnson,	Vice	president	

Humphrey,	my	fellow	Americans-and	my	fellow	citizens	of	the	world	community:		

I	ask	you	to	share	with	me	today	the	majesty	of	this	moment.	In	the	orderly	transfer	of	

power,	we	celebrate	the	unity	that	keeps	us	free.		

Each	moment	in	history	is	a	fleeting	time,	precious	and	unique.	But	some	stand	out	as	

moments	of	beginning,	in	which	courses	are	set	that	shape	decades	or	centuries.	

This	can	be	such	a	moment.		

Forces	now	are	converging	that	make	possible,	for	the	first	time,	the	hope	that	many	of	

man's	deepest	aspirations	can	at	last	be	realized.	The	spiraling	pace	of	change	allows	us	to	

contemplate,	within	our	own	lifetime,	advances	that	once	would	have	taken	centuries.		

In	throwing	wide	the	horizons	of	space,	we	have	discovered	new	horizons	on	earth.		

For	the	first	time,	because	the	people	of	the	world	want	peace,	and	the	leaders	of	the	world	

are	afraid	of	war,	the	times	are	on	the	side	of	peace.		

Eight	years	from	now	America	will	celebrate	its	200th	anniversary	as	a	nation.	Within	the	

lifetime	of	most	people	now	living,	mankind	will	celebrate	that	great	new	year	which	comes	

only	once	in	a	thousand	years--the	beginning	of	the	third	millennium.		

What	kind	of	a	nation	we	will	be,	what	kind	of	a	world	we	will	live	in,	whether	we	shape	the	

future	in	the	image	of	our	hopes,	is	ours	to	determine	by	our	actions	and	our	choices.		

The	greatest	honor	history	can	bestow	is	the	title	of	peacemaker.	This	honor	now	beckons	

America--the	chance	to	help	lead	the	world	at	last	out	of	the	valley	of	turmoil	and	onto	that	

high	ground	of	peace	that	man	has	dreamed	of	since	the	dawn	of	civilization.		

If	we	succeed,	generations	to	come	will	say	of	us	now	living	that	we	mastered	our	moment,	

that	we	helped	make	the	world	safe	for	mankind.		



   
 

This	is	our	summons	to	greatness.		

I	believe	the	American	people	are	ready	to	answer	this	call.		

The	second	third	of	this	century	has	been	a	time	of	proud	achievement.	We	have	made	

enormous	strides	in	science	and	industry	and	agriculture.	We	have	shared	our	wealth	more	

broadly	than	ever.	We	have	learned	at	last	to	manage	a	modern	economy	to	assure	its	

continued	growth.		

We	have	given	freedom	new	reach.	We	have	begun	to	make	its	promise	real	for	black	as	

well	as	for	white.		

We	see	the	hope	of	tomorrow	in	the	youth	of	today.	I	know	America's	youth.	I	believe	in	

them.	We	can	be	proud	that	they	are	better	educated,	more	committed,	more	passionately	

driven	by	conscience	than	any	generation	in	our	history.		

No	people	has	ever	been	so	close	to	the	achievement	of	a	just	and	abundant	society,	or	so	

possessed	of	the	will	to	achieve	it.	And	because	our	strengths	are	so	great,	we	can	afford	to	

appraise	our	weaknesses	with	candor	and	to	approach	them	with	hope.		

Standing	in	this	same	place	a	third	of	a	century	ago,	Franklin	Delano	Roosevelt	addressed	a	

nation	ravaged	by	depression	and	gripped	in	fear.	He	could	say	in	surveying	the	Nation's	

troubles:	"They	concern,	thank	God,	only	material	things."	Our	crisis	today	is	in	reverse.		

We	find	ourselves	rich	in	goods,	but	ragged	in	spirit;	reaching	with	magnificent	precision	

for	the	moon,	but	failing	into	raucous	discord	on	earth.		

We	are	caught	in	war,	wanting	peace.	We	are	torn	by	division,	wanting	unity.	We	see	

around	us	empty	lives,	wanting	fulfillment.	We	see	tasks	that	need	doing,	waiting	for	hands	

to	do	them.		

To	a	crisis	of	the	spirit,	we	need	an	answer	of	the	spirit.		

And	to	find	that	answer,	we	need	only	look	within	ourselves.		

When	we	listen	to	"the	better	angels	of	our	nature,"	we	find	that	they	celebrate	the	simple	

things,	the	basic	things--such	as	goodness,	decency,	love,	kindness.		



   
 

Greatness	comes	in	simple	trappings.	The	simple	things	are	the	ones	most	needed	today	if	

we	are	to	surmount	what	divides	us,	and	cement	what	unites	us.		

To	lower	our	voices	would	be	a	simple	thing.		

In	these	difficult	years,	America	has	suffered	from	a	fever	of	words;	from	inflated	rhetoric	

that	promises	more	than	it	can	deliver;	from	angry	rhetoric	that	fans	discontents	into	

hatreds;	from	bombastic	rhetoric	that	postures	instead	of	persuading.		

We	cannot	learn	from	one	another	until	we	stop	shouting	at	one	another--until	we	speak	

quietly	enough	so	that	our	words	can	be	heard	as	well	as	our	voices.		

For	its	part,	government	will	listen.	We	will	strive	to	listen	in	new	ways--to	the	voices	of	

quiet	anguish,	the	voices	that	speak	without	words,	the	voices	of	the	heart--to	the	injured	

voices,	the	anxious	voices,	the	voices	that	have	despaired	of	being	heard.		

Those	who	have	been	left	out,	we	will	try	to	bring	in.		

Those	left	behind,	we	will	help	to	catch	up.		

For	all	of	our	people,	we	will	set	as	our	goal	the	decent	order	that	makes	progress	possible	

and	our	lives	secure.		

As	we	reach	toward	our	hopes,	our	task	is	to	build	on	what	has	gone	before--not	turning	

away	from	the	old,	but	turning	toward	the	new.		

In	this	past	third	of	a	century,	government	has	passed	more	laws,	spent	more	money,	

initiated	more	programs	than	in	all	our	previous	history.		

In	pursuing	our	goals	of	full	employment,	better	housing,	excellence	in	education;	in	

rebuilding	our	cities	and	improving	our	rural	areas;	in	protecting	our	environment	and	

enhancing	the	quality	of	life--in	all	these	and	more,	we	will	and	must	press	urgently	

forward.		

We	shall	plan	now	for	the	day	when	our	wealth	can	be	transferred	from	the	destruction	of	

war	abroad	to	the	urgent	needs	of	our	people	at	home.		

The	American	dream	does	not	come	to	those	who	fall	asleep.		

But	we	are	approaching	the	limits	of	what	government	alone	can	do.		



   
 

Our	greatest	need	now	is	to	reach	beyond	government,	to	enlist	the	legions	of	the	

concerned	and	the	committed.		

What	has	to	be	done,	has	to	be	done	by	government	and	people	together	or	it	will	not	be	

done	at	all.	The	lesson	of	past	agony	is	that	without	the	people	we	can	do	nothing--with	the	

people	we	can	do	everything.		

To	match	the	magnitude	of	our	tasks,	we	need	the	energies	of	our	people--enlisted	not	only	

in	grand	enterprises,	but	more	importantly	in	those	small,	splendid	efforts	that	make	

headlines	in	the	neighborhood	newspaper	instead	of	the	national	journal.		

With	these,	we	can	build	a	great	cathedral	of	the	spirit--each	of	us	raising	it	one	stone	at	a	

time,	as	he	reaches	out	to	his	neighbor,	helping,	caring,	doing.		

I	do	not	offer	a	life	of	uninspiring	ease.	I	do	not	call	for	a	life	of	grim	sacrifice.	I	ask	you	to	

join	in	a	high	adventure--one	as	rich	as	humanity	itself,	and	exciting	as	the	times	we	live	in.		

The	essence	of	freedom	is	that	each	of	us	shares	in	the	shaping	of	his	own	destiny.		

Until	he	has	been	part	of	a	cause	larger	than	himself,	no	man	is	truly	whole.		

The	way	to	fulfillment	is	in	the	use	of	our	talents.	We	achieve	nobility	in	the	spirit	that	

inspires	that	use.		

As	we	measure	what	can	be	done,	we	shall	promise	only	what	we	know	we	can	produce;	

but	as	we	chart	our	goals,	we	shall	be	lifted	by	our	dreams.		

No	man	can	be	fully	free	while	his	neighbor	is	not.	To	go	forward	at	all	is	to	go	forward	

together.		

This	means	black	and	white	together,	as	one	nation,	not	two.	The	laws	have	caught	up	with	

our	conscience.	What	remains	is	to	give	life	to	what	is	in	the	law:	to	insure	at	last	that	as	all	

are	born	equal	in	dignity	before	God,	all	are	born	equal	in	dignity	before	man.		

As	we	learn	to	go	forward	together	at	home,	let	us	also	seek	to	go	forward	together	with	all	

mankind.		

Let	us	take	as	our	goal:	Where	peace	is	unknown,	make	it	welcome;	where	Peace	is	fragile,	

make	it	strong;	where	peace	is	temporary,	make	it	permanent.		



   
 

After	a	period	of	confrontation,	we	are	entering	an	era	of	negotiation.		

Let	all	nations	know	that	during	this	administration	our	lines	of	communication	will	be	

open.		

We	seek	an	open	world--open	to	ideas,	open	to	the	exchange	of	goods	and	people--a	world	

in	which	no	people,	great	or	small,	will	live	in	angry	isolation.		

We	cannot	expect	to	make	everyone	our	friend,	but	we	can	try	to	make	no	one	our	enemy.		

Those	who	would	be	our	adversaries,	we	invite	to	a	peaceful	competition--not	in	

conquering	territory	or	extending	dominion,	but	in	enriching	the	life	of	man.		

As	we	explore	the	reaches	of	space,	let	us	go	to	the	new	worlds	together--not	as	new	

worlds	to	be	conquered,	but	as	a	new	adventure	to	be	shared.		

With	those	who	are	willing	to	join,	let	us	cooperate	to	reduce	the	burden	of	arms,	to	

strengthen	the	structure	of	peace,	to	lift	up	the	poor	and	the	hungry.		

But	to	all	those	who	would	be	tempted	by	weakness,	let	us	leave	no	doubt	that	we	will	be	as	

strong	as	we	need	to	be	for	as	long	as	we	need	to	be.		

Over	the	past	20	years,	since	I	first	came	to	this	Capital	as	a	freshman	Congressman,	I	have	

visited	most	of	the	nations	of	the	world.	I	have	come	to	know	the	leaders	of	the	world	and	

the	great	forces,	the	hatreds,	the	fears	that	divide	the	world.		

I	know	that	peace	does	not	come	through	wishing	for	it--that	there	is	no	substitute	for	days	

and	even	years	of	patient	and	prolonged	diplomacy.	

I	also	know	the	people	of	the	world.		

I	have	seen	the	hunger	of	a	homeless	child,	the	pain	of	a	man	wounded	in	battle,	the	grief	of	

a	mother	who	has	lost	her	son.	I	know	these	have	no	ideology,	no	race.		

I	know	America.	I	know	the	heart	of	America	is	good.		

I	speak	from	my	own	heart,	and	the	heart	of	my	country,	the	deep	concern	we	have	for	

those	who	suffer	and	those	who	sorrow.		

I	have	taken	an	oath	today	in	the	presence	of	God	and	my	countrymen	to	uphold	and	

defend	the	Constitution	of	the	United	States.	To	that	oath	I	now	add	this	sacred	



   
 

commitment:	I	shall	consecrate	my	Office,	my	energies,	and	all	the	wisdom	I	can	summon	to	

the	cause	of	peace	among	nations.		

Let	this	message	be	heard	by	strong	and	weak	alike:		

The	peace	we	seek--the	peace	we	seek	to	win--is	not	victory	over	any	other	people,	but	the	

peace	that	comes	"with	healing	in	its	wings";	with	compassion	for	those	who	have	suffered;	

with	understanding	for	those	who	have	opposed	us;	with	the	opportunity	for	all	the	

peoples	of	this	earth	to	choose	their	own	destiny.		

Only	a	few	short	weeks	ago	we	shared	the	glory	of	man's	first	sight	of	the	world	as	God	sees	

it,	as	a	single	sphere	reflecting	light	in	the	darkness.		

As	the	Apollo	astronauts	flew	over	the	moon's	gray	surface	on	Christmas	Eve,	they	spoke	to	

us	of	the	beauty	of	earth-and	in	that	voice	so	clear	across	the	lunar	distance,	we	heard	them	

invoke	God's	blessing	on	its	goodness.		

In	that	moment,	their	view	from	the	moon	moved	poet	Archibald	MacLeish	to	write:	"To	

see	the	earth	as	it	truly	is,	small	and	blue	and	beautiful	in	that	eternal	silence	where	it	

floats,	is	to	see	ourselves	as	riders	on	the	earth	together,	brothers	on	that	bright	loveliness	

in	the	eternal	cold--brothers	who	know	now	they	are	truly	brothers."		

In	that	moment	of	surpassing	technological	triumph,	men	turned	their	thoughts	toward	

home	and	humanity-seeing	in	that	far	perspective	that	man's	destiny	on	earth	is	not	

divisible;	telling	us	that	however	far	we	reach	into	the	cosmos,	our	destiny	lies	not	in	the	

stars	but	on	earth	itself,	in	our	own	hands,	in	our	own	hearts.		

We	have	endured	a	long	night	of	the	American	spirit.	But	as	our	eyes	catch	the	dimness	of	

the	first	rays	of	dawn,	let	us	not	curse	the	remaining	dark.	Let	us	gather	the	light.		

Our	destiny	offers	not	the	cup	of	despair,	but	the	chalice	of	opportunity.	So	let	us	seize	it	

not	in	fear,	but	in	gladness-and	"riders	on	the	earth	together,"	let	us	go	forward,	firm	in	our	

faith,	steadfast	in	our	purpose,	cautious	of	the	dangers,	but	sustained	by	our	confidence	in	

the	will	of	God	and	the	promise	of	man.	

	

	



   
 

2.	Ronald	Reagan.	XL	President	of	the	United	States	1981-1989	

Inaugural	Address.	January	20,	1981	

	

Senator	Hatfield,	Mr.	Chief	Justice,	Mr.	President,	Vice	President	Bush,	Vice	President	

Mondale,	Senator	Baker,	Speaker	O'Neill,	Reverend	Moomaw,	and	my	fellow	citizens:		

To	a	few	of	us	here	today	this	is	a	solemn	and	most	momentous	occasion,	and	yet	in	the	

history	of	our	nation	it	is	a	commonplace	occurrence.	The	orderly	transfer	of	authority	as	

called	for	in	the	Constitution	routinely	takes	place,	as	it	has	for	almost	two	centuries,	and	

few	of	us	stop	to	think	how	unique	we	really	are.	In	the	eyes	of	many	in	the	world,	this	

every	4-year	ceremony	we	accept	as	normal	is	nothing	less	than	a	miracle.		

Mr.	President,	I	want	our	fellow	citizens	to	know	how	much	you	did	to	carry	on	this	

tradition.	By	your	gracious	cooperation	in	the	transition	process,	you	have	shown	a	

watching	world	that	we	are	a	united	people	pledged	to	maintaining	a	political	system	

which	guarantees	individual	liberty	to	a	greater	degree	than	any	other,	and	I	thank	you	and	

your	people	for	all	your	help	in	maintaining	the	continuity	which	is	the	bulwark	of	our	

Republic.		

The	business	of	our	nation	goes	forward.	These	United	States	are	confronted	with	an	

economic	affliction	of	great	proportions.	We	suffer	from	the	longest	and	one	of	the	worst	

sustained	inflations	in	our	national	history.	It	distorts	our	economic	decisions,	penalizes	

thrift,	and	crushes	the	struggling	young	and	the	fixed-income	elderly	alike.	It	threatens	to	

shatter	the	lives	of	millions	of	our	people.		

Idle	industries	have	cast	workers	into	unemployment,	human	misery,	and	personal	

indignity.	Those	who	do	work	are	denied	a	fair	return	for	their	labor	by	a	tax	system	which	

penalizes	successful	achievement	and	keeps	us	from	maintaining	full	productivity.		

But	great	as	our	tax	burden	is,	it	has	not	kept	pace	with	public	spending.	For	decades	we	

have	piled	deficit	upon	deficit,	mortgaging	our	future	and	our	children's	future	for	the	

temporary	convenience	of	the	present.	To	continue	this	long	trend	is	to	guarantee	

tremendous	social,	cultural,	political,	and	economic	upheavals.		



   
 

You	and	I,	as	individuals,	can,	by	borrowing,	live	beyond	our	means,	but	for	only	a	limited	

period	of	time.	Why,	then,	should	we	think	that	collectively,	as	a	nation,	we're	not	bound	by	

that	same	limitation?	We	must	act	today	in	order	to	preserve	tomorrow.	And	let	there	be	

no	misunderstanding:	We	are	going	to	begin	to	act,	beginning	today.		

The	economic	ills	we	suffer	have	come	upon	us	over	several	decades.	They	will	not	go	away	

in	days,	weeks,	or	months,	but	they	will	go	away.	They	will	go	away	because	we	as	

Americans	have	the	capacity	now,	as	we've	had	in	the	past,	to	do	whatever	needs	to	be	

done	to	preserve	this	last	and	greatest	bastion	of	freedom.		

In	this	present	crisis,	government	is	not	the	solution	to	our	problem;	government	is	the	

problem.	From	time	to	time	we've	been	tempted	to	believe	that	society	has	become	too	

complex	to	be	managed	by	self-rule,	that	government	by	an	elite	group	is	superior	to	

government	for,	by,	and	of	the	people.	Well,	if	no	one	among	us	is	capable	of	governing	

himself,	then	who	among	us	has	the	capacity	to	govern	someone	else?	All	of	us	together,	in	

and	out	of	government,	must	bear	the	burden.	The	solutions	we	seek	must	be	equitable,	

with	no	one	group	singled	out	to	pay	a	higher	price.		

We	hear	much	of	special	interest	groups.	Well,	our	concern	must	be	for	a	special	interest	

group	that	has	been	too	long	neglected.	It	knows	no	sectional	boundaries	or	ethnic	and	

racial	divisions,	and	it	crosses	political	party	lines.	It	is	made	up	of	men	and	women	who	

raise	our	food,	patrol	our	streets,	man	our	mines	and	factories,	teach	our	children,	keep	our	

homes,	and	heal	us	when	we're	sick—professionals,	industrialists,	shopkeepers,	clerks,	

cabbies,	and	truck	drivers.	They	are,	in	short,	"We	the	people,"	this	breed	called	Americans.		

Well,	this	administration's	objective	will	be	a	healthy,	vigorous,	growing	economy	that	

provides	equal	opportunities	for	all	Americans,	with	no	barriers	born	of	bigotry	or	

discrimination.	Putting	America	back	to	work	means	putting	all	Americans	back	to	work.	

Ending	inflation	means	freeing	all	Americans	from	the	terror	of	runaway	living	costs.	All	

must	share	in	the	productive	work	of	this	"new	beginning,"	and	all	must	share	in	the	

bounty	of	a	revived	economy.	With	the	idealism	and	fair	play	which	are	the	core	of	our	

system	and	our	strength,	we	can	have	a	strong	and	prosperous	America,	at	peace	with	itself	

and	the	world.		



   
 

So,	as	we	begin,	let	us	take	inventory.	We	are	a	nation	that	has	a	government—not	the	

other	way	around.	And	this	makes	us	special	among	the	nations	of	the	Earth.	Our	

government	has	no	power	except	that	granted	it	by	the	people.	It	is	time	to	check	and	

reverse	the	growth	of	government,	which	shows	signs	of	having	grown	beyond	the	consent	

of	the	governed.		

It	is	my	intention	to	curb	the	size	and	influence	of	the	Federal	establishment	and	to	demand	

recognition	of	the	distinction	between	the	powers	granted	to	the	Federal	Government	and	

those	reserved	to	the	States	or	to	the	people.	All	of	us	need	to	be	reminded	that	the	Federal	

Government	did	not	create	the	States;	the	States	created	the	Federal	Government.		

Now,	so	there	will	be	no	misunderstanding,	it's	not	my	intention	to	do	away	with	

government.	It	is	rather	to	make	it	work--work	with	us,	not	over	us;	to	stand	by	our	side,	

not	ride	on	our	back.	Government	can	and	must	provide	opportunity,	not	smother	it;	foster	

productivity,	not	stifle	it.		

If	we	look	to	the	answer	as	to	why	for	so	many	years	we	achieved	so	much,	prospered	as	no	

other	people	on	Earth,	it	was	because	here	in	this	land	we	unleashed	the	energy	and	

individual	genius	of	man	to	a	greater	extent	than	has	ever	been	done	before.	Freedom	and	

the	dignity	of	the	individual	have	been	more	available	and	assured	here	than	in	any	other	

place	on	Earth.	The	price	for	this	freedom	at	times	has	been	high,	but	we	have	never	been	

unwilling	to	pay	that	price.		

It	is	no	coincidence	that	our	present	troubles	parallel	and	are	proportionate	to	the	

intervention	and	intrusion	in	our	lives	that	result	from	unnecessary	and	excessive	growth	

of	government.	It	is	time	for	us	to	realize	that	we're	too	great	a	nation	to	limit	ourselves	to	

small	dreams.	We're	not,	as	some	would	have	us	believe,	doomed	to	an	inevitable	decline.	I	

do	not	believe	in	a	fate	that	will	fall	on	us	no	matter	what	we	do.	I	do	believe	in	a	fate	that	

will	fall	on	us	if	we	do	nothing.	So,	with	all	the	creative	energy	at	our	command,	let	us	begin	

an	era	of	national	renewal.	Let	us	renew	our	determination,	our	courage,	and	our	strength.	

And	let	us	renew	our	faith	and	our	hope.		

We	have	every	right	to	dream	heroic	dreams.	Those	who	say	that	we're	in	a	time	when	

there	are	not	heroes,	they	just	don't	know	where	to	look.	You	can	see	heroes	every	day	



   
 

going	in	and	out	of	factory	gates.	Others,	a	handful	in	number,	produce	enough	food	to	feed	

all	of	us	and	then	the	world	beyond.	You	meet	heroes	across	a	counter,	and	they're	on	both	

sides	of	that	counter.	There	are	entrepreneurs	with	faith	in	themselves	and	faith	in	an	idea	

who	create	new	jobs,	new	wealth	and	opportunity.	They're	individuals	and	families	whose	

taxes	support	the	government	and	whose	voluntary	gifts	support	church,	charity,	culture,	

art,	and	education.	Their	patriotism	is	quiet,	but	deep.	Their	values	sustain	our	national	

life.		

Now,	I	have	used	the	words	"they"	and	"their"	in	speaking	of	these	heroes.	I	could	say	"you"	

and	"your,"	because	I'm	addressing	the	heroes	of	whom	I	speak—you,	the	citizens	of	this	

blessed	land.	Your	dreams,	your	hopes,	your	goals	are	going	to	be	the	dreams,	the	hopes,	

and	the	goals	of	this	administration,	so	help	me	God.		

We	shall	reflect	the	compassion	that	is	so	much	a	part	of	your	makeup.	How	can	we	love	

our	country	and	not	love	our	countrymen;	and	loving	them,	reach	out	a	hand	when	they	

fall,	heal	them	when	they're	sick,	and	provide	opportunity	to	make	them	self-sufficient	so	

they	will	be	equal	in	fact	and	not	just	in	theory?		

Can	we	solve	the	problems	confronting	us?	Well,	the	answer	is	an	unequivocal	and	

emphatic	"yes."	To	paraphrase	Winston	Churchill,	I	did	not	take	the	oath	I've	just	taken	

with	the	intention	of	presiding	over	the	dissolution	of	the	world's	strongest	economy.		

In	the	days	ahead	I	will	propose	removing	the	roadblocks	that	have	slowed	our	economy	

and	reduced	productivity.	Steps	will	be	taken	aimed	at	restoring	the	balance	between	the	

various	levels	of	government.	Progress	may	be	slow,	measured	in	inches	and	feet,	not	miles,	

but	we	will	progress.	It	is	time	to	reawaken	this	industrial	giant,	to	get	government	back	

within	its	means,	and	to	lighten	our	punitive	tax	burden.	And	these	will	be	our	first	

priorities,	and	on	these	principles	there	will	be	no	compromise.		

On	the	eve	of	our	struggle	for	independence	a	man	who	might	have	been	one	of	the	greatest	

among	the	Founding	Fathers,	Dr.	Joseph	Warren,	president	of	the	Massachusetts	Congress,	

said	to	his	fellow	Americans,	"Our	country	is	in	danger,	but	not	to	be	despaired	of	.	.	.	.	On	

you	depend	the	fortunes	of	America.	You	are	to	decide	the	important	questions	upon	which	

rests	the	happiness	and	the	liberty	of	millions	yet	unborn.	Act	worthy	of	yourselves."		



   
 

Well,	I	believe	we,	the	Americans	of	today,	are	ready	to	act	worthy	of	ourselves,	ready	to	do	

what	must	be	done	to	ensure	happiness	and	liberty	for	ourselves,	our	children,	and	our	

children's	children.	And	as	we	renew	ourselves	here	in	our	own	land,	we	will	be	seen	as	

having	greater	strength	throughout	the	world.	We	will	again	be	the	exemplar	of	freedom	

and	a	beacon	of	hope	for	those	who	do	not	now	have	freedom.		

To	those	neighbors	and	allies	who	share	our	freedom,	we	will	strengthen	our	historic	ties	

and	assure	them	of	our	support	and	firm	commitment.	We	will	match	loyalty	with	loyalty.	

We	will	strive	for	mutually	beneficial	relations.	We	will	not	use	our	friendship	to	impose	on	

their	sovereignty,	for	our	own	sovereignty	is	not	for	sale.		

As	for	the	enemies	of	freedom,	those	who	are	potential	adversaries,	they	will	be	reminded	

that	peace	is	the	highest	aspiration	of	the	American	people.	We	will	negotiate	for	it,	

sacrifice	for	it;	we	will	not	surrender	for	it,	now	or	ever.		

Our	forbearance	should	never	be	misunderstood.	Our	reluctance	for	conflict	should	not	be	

misjudged	as	a	failure	of	will.	When	action	is	required	to	preserve	our	national	security,	we	

will	act.	We	will	maintain	sufficient	strength	to	prevail	if	need	be,	knowing	that	if	we	do	so	

we	have	the	best	chance	of	never	having	to	use	that	strength.		

Above	all,	we	must	realize	that	no	arsenal	or	no	weapon	in	the	arsenals	of	the	world	is	so	

formidable	as	the	will	and	moral	courage	of	free	men	and	women.	It	is	a	weapon	our	

adversaries	in	today's	world	do	not	have.	It	is	a	weapon	that	we	as	Americans	do	have.	Let	

that	be	understood	by	those	who	practice	terrorism	and	prey	upon	their	neighbors.		

I'm	told	that	tens	of	thousands	of	prayer	meetings	are	being	held	on	this	day,	and	for	that	

I'm	deeply	grateful.	We	are	a	nation	under	God,	and	I	believe	God	intended	for	us	to	be	free.	

It	would	be	fitting	and	good,	I	think,	if	on	each	Inaugural	Day	in	future	years	it	should	be	

declared	a	day	of	prayer.		

This	is	the	first	time	in	our	history	that	this	ceremony	has	been	held,	as	you've	been	told,	on	

this	West	Front	of	the	Capitol.	Standing	here,	one	faces	a	magnificent	vista,	opening	up	on	

this	city's	special	beauty	and	history.	At	the	end	of	this	open	mall	are	those	shrines	to	the	

giants	on	whose	shoulders	we	stand.		



   
 

Directly	in	front	of	me,	the	monument	to	a	monumental	man,	George	Washington,	father	of	

our	country.	A	man	of	humility	who	came	to	greatness	reluctantly.	He	led	America	out	of	

revolutionary	victory	into	infant	nationhood.	Off	to	one	side,	the	stately	memorial	to	

Thomas	Jefferson.	The	Declaration	of	Independence	flames	with	his	eloquence.	And	then,	

beyond	the	Reflecting	Pool,	the	dignified	columns	of	the	Lincoln	Memorial.	Whoever	would	

understand	in	his	heart	the	meaning	of	America	will	find	it	in	the	life	of	Abraham	Lincoln.		

Beyond	those	monuments	to	heroism	is	the	Potomac	River,	and	on	the	far	shore	the	sloping	

hills	of	Arlington	National	Cemetery,	with	its	row	upon	row	of	simple	white	markers	

bearing	crosses	or	Stars	of	David.	They	add	up	to	only	a	tiny	fraction	of	the	price	that	has	

been	paid	for	our	freedom.		

Each	one	of	those	markers	is	a	monument	to	the	kind	of	hero	I	spoke	of	earlier.	Their	lives	

ended	in	places	called	Belleau	Wood,	The	Argonne,	Omaha	Beach,	Salerno,	and	halfway	

around	the	world	on	Guadalcanal,	Tarawa,	Pork	Chop	Hill,	the	Chosin	Reservoir,	and	in	a	

hundred	rice	paddies	and	jungles	of	a	place	called	Vietnam.		

Under	one	such	marker	lies	a	young	man,	Martin	Treptow,	who	left	his	job	in	a	small	town	

barbershop	in	1917	to	go	to	France	with	the	famed	Rainbow	Division.	There,	on	the	

western	front,	he	was	killed	trying	to	carry	a	message	between	battalions	under	heavy	

artillery	fire.		

We're	told	that	on	his	body	was	found	a	diary.	On	the	flyleaf	under	the	heading,	"My	

Pledge,"	he	had	written	these	words:	"America	must	win	this	war.	Therefore	I	will	work,	I	

will	save,	I	will	sacrifice,	I	will	endure,	I	will	fight	cheerfully	and	do	my	utmost,	as	if	the	

issue	of	the	whole	struggle	depended	on	me	alone."		

The	crisis	we	are	facing	today	does	not	require	of	us	the	kind	of	sacrifice	that	Martin	

Treptow	and	so	many	thousands	of	others	were	called	upon	to	make.	It	does	require,	

however,	our	best	effort	and	our	willingness	to	believe	in	ourselves	and	to	believe	in	our	

capacity	to	perform	great	deeds,	to	believe	that	together	with	God's	help	we	can	and	will	

resolve	the	problems	which	now	confront	us.		

And	after	all,	why	shouldn't	we	believe	that?	We	are	Americans.	

God	bless	you,	and	thank	you.	



   
 

3.	George	W.	Bush.	XLIII	President	of	the	United	States:	2001-2009	

Inaugural	Address.	January	20,	2001	

	

Thank	you,	all.	Chief	Justice	Rehnquist,	President	Carter,	President	Bush,	President	Clinton,	

distinguished	guests,	 and	my	 fellow	citizens.	The	peaceful	 transfer	of	 authority	 is	 rare	 in	

history,	yet	common	in	our	country.	With	a	simple	oath,	we	affirm	old	traditions	and	make	

new	beginnings.		

As	I	begin,	I	thank	President	Clinton	for	his	service	to	our	Nation,	and	I	thank	Vice	President	

Gore	for	a	contest	conducted	with	spirit	and	ended	with	grace.		

I	am	honored	and	humbled	to	stand	here	where	so	many	of	America's	leaders	have	come	

before	me,	and	so	many	will	 follow.	We	have	a	place,	all	of	us,	 in	a	 long	story,	a	story	we	

continue	but	whose	end	we	will	not	see.	It	is	a	story	of	a	new	world	that	became	a	friend	and	

liberator	of	the	old,	the	story	of	a	slaveholding	society	that	became	a	servant	of	freedom,	the	

story	of	a	power	that	went	into	the	world	to	protect	but	not	possess,	to	defend	but	not	to	

conquer.		

It	is	the	American	story,	a	story	of	flawed	and	fallible	people	united	across	the	generations	

by	grand	and	enduring	ideals.	The	grandest	of	these	ideals	is	an	unfolding	American	promise	

that	everyone	belongs,	 that	everyone	deserves	a	chance,	 that	no	 insignificant	person	was	

ever	born.		

Americans	are	 called	 to	enact	 this	promise	 in	our	 lives	and	 in	our	 laws.	And	 though	our	

Nation	has	sometimes	halted	and	sometimes	delayed,	we	must	follow	no	other	course.		

Through	much	of	the	last	century,	America's	faith	in	freedom	and	democracy	was	a	rock	in	a	

raging	sea.	Now	it	is	a	seed	upon	the	wind,	taking	root	in	many	nations.	Our	democratic	faith	

is	more	than	the	creed	of	our	country.	It	is	the	inborn	hope	of	our	humanity,	an	ideal	we	carry	

but	do	not	own,	a	trust	we	bear	and	pass	along.	Even	after	nearly	225	years,	we	have	a	long	

way	yet	to	travel.		

While	many	of	our	citizens	prosper,	others	doubt	the	promise,	even	the	justice	of	our	own	

country.	 The	 ambitions	 of	 some	 Americans	 are	 limited	 by	 failing	 schools	 and	 hidden	



   
 

prejudice	and	the	circumstances	of	their	birth.	And	sometimes	our	differences	run	so	deep,	

it	seems	we	share	a	continent	but	not	a	country.	We	do	not	accept	this,	and	we	will	not	allow	

it.		

Our	unity,	our	Union,	is	a	serious	work	of	leaders	and	citizens	and	every	generation.	And	this	

is	my	solemn	pledge:	I	will	work	to	build	a	single	nation	of	justice	and	opportunity.	I	know	

this	is	in	our	reach	because	we	are	guided	by	a	power	larger	than	ourselves,	who	creates	us	

equal,	in	His	image,	and	we	are	confident	in	principles	that	unite	and	lead	us	onward.		

America	has	never	been	united	by	blood	or	birth	or	soil.	We	are	bound	by	ideals	that	move	

us	beyond	our	backgrounds,	 lift	us	above	our	 interests,	and	teach	us	what	 it	means	to	be	

citizens.	Every	child	must	be	taught	these	principles.	Every	citizen	must	uphold	them.	And	

every	immigrant,	by	embracing	these	ideals,	makes	our	country	more,	not	less,	American.		

Today	 we	 affirm	 a	 new	 commitment	 to	 live	 out	 our	 Nation's	 promise	 through	 civility,	

courage,	compassion,	and	character.	America	at	its	best	matches	a	commitment	to	principle	

with	a	concern	for	civility.	A	civil	society	demands	from	each	of	us	good	will	and	respect,	fair	

dealing	and	forgiveness.		

Some	seem	to	believe	that	our	politics	can	afford	to	be	petty	because	in	a	time	of	peace	the	

stakes	of	our	debates	appear	small.	But	the	stakes	for	America	are	never	small.	If	our	country	

does	not	lead	the	cause	of	freedom,	it	will	not	be	led.	If	we	do	not	turn	the	hearts	of	children	

toward	knowledge	and	character,	we	will	lose	their	gifts	and	undermine	their	idealism.	If	we	

permit	our	economy	to	drift	and	decline,	the	vulnerable	will	suffer	most.		

We	must	 live	 up	 to	 the	 calling	we	 share.	 Civility	 is	 not	 a	 tactic	 or	 a	 sentiment;	 it	 is	 the	

determined	choice	of	trust	over	cynicism,	of	community	over	chaos.	And	this	commitment,	if	

we	keep	it,	is	a	way	to	shared	accomplishment.		

America	 at	 its	 best	 is	 also	 courageous.	 Our	 national	 courage	 has	 been	 clear	 in	 times	 of	

depression	and	war,	when	defeating	common	dangers	defined	our	common	good.	Now	we	

must	choose	if	the	example	of	our	fathers	and	mothers	will	inspire	us	or	condemn	us.	We	

must	show	courage	in	a	time	of	blessing	by	confronting	problems	instead	of	passing	them	on	

to	future	generations.		



   
 

Together	we	will	reclaim	America's	schools	before	ignorance	and	apathy	claim	more	young	

lives.	We	will	reform	Social	Security	and	Medicare,	sparing	our	children	from	struggles	we	

have	 the	 power	 to	 prevent.	 And	we	will	 reduce	 taxes	 to	 recover	 the	momentum	 of	 our	

economy	and	reward	the	effort	and	enterprise	of	working	Americans.		

We	 will	 build	 our	 defenses	 beyond	 challenge,	 lest	 weakness	 invite	 challenge.	 We	 will	

confront	weapons	of	mass	destruction,	so	that	a	new	century	 is	spared	new	horrors.	The	

enemies	of	liberty	and	our	country	should	make	no	mistake:	America	remains	engaged	in	the	

world,	by	history	and	by	choice,	shaping	a	balance	of	power	that	favors	freedom.		

We	will	defend	our	allies	and	our	interests.	We	will	show	purpose	without	arrogance.	We	

will	meet	aggression	and	bad	faith	with	resolve	and	strength.	And	to	all	nations,	we	will	speak	

for	the	values	that	gave	our	Nation	birth.		

America	at	its	best	is	compassionate.	In	the	quiet	of	American	conscience,	we	know	that	deep,	

persistent	poverty	is	unworthy	of	our	Nation's	promise.	And	whatever	our	views	of	its	cause,	

we	can	agree	that	children	at	risk	are	not	at	fault.		

Abandonment	and	abuse	are	not	acts	of	God;	they	are	failures	of	love.	And	the	proliferation	

of	prisons,	however	necessary,	is	no	substitute	for	hope	and	order	in	our	souls.	Where	there	

is	 suffering,	 there	 is	 duty.	 Americans	 in	 need	 are	 not	 strangers;	 they	 are	 citizens—not	

problems	but	priorities.	And	all	of	us	are	diminished	when	any	are	hopeless.		

Government	has	great	responsibilities	for	public	safety	and	public	health,	for	civil	rights	and	

common	schools.	Yet,	compassion	is	the	work	of	a	nation,	not	just	a	government.	And	some	

needs	and	hurts	are	so	deep	they	will	only	respond	to	a	mentor's	touch	or	a	pastor's	prayer.	

Church	and	charity,	synagogue	and	mosque	lend	our	communities	their	humanity,	and	they	

will	have	an	honored	place	in	our	plans	and	in	our	laws.		

Many	in	our	country	do	not	know	the	pain	of	poverty.	But	we	can	listen	to	those	who	do.	And	

I	can	pledge	our	Nation	to	a	goal:	When	we	see	that	wounded	traveler	on	the	road	to	Jericho,	

we	will	not	pass	to	the	other	side.		

America	 at	 its	 best	 is	 a	 place	 where	 personal	 responsibility	 is	 valued	 and	 expected.	

Encouraging	 responsibility	 is	 not	 a	 search	 for	 scapegoats;	 it	 is	 a	 call	 to	 conscience.	 And	

though	it	requires	sacrifice,	it	brings	a	deeper	fulfillment.	We	find	the	fullness	of	life	not	only	



   
 

in	 options	 but	 in	 commitments.	 And	 we	 find	 that	 children	 and	 community	 are	 the	

commitments	that	set	us	free.		

Our	public	interest	depends	on	private	character,	on	civic	duty	and	family	bonds	and	basic	

fairness,	on	uncounted,	unhonored	acts	of	decency,	which	give	direction	to	our	freedom.		

Sometimes	in	life	we're	called	to	do	great	things.	But	as	a	saint	of	our	times	has	said,	"Every	

day	 we	 are	 called	 to	 do	 small	 things	 with	 great	 love."	 The	 most	 important	 tasks	 of	 a	

democracy	are	done	by	everyone.		

I	will	live	and	lead	by	these	principles:	to	advance	my	convictions	with	civility,	to	serve	the	

public	 interest	 with	 courage,	 to	 speak	 for	 greater	 justice	 and	 compassion,	 to	 call	 for	

responsibility	and	try	to	live	it,	as	well.	In	all	these	ways,	I	will	bring	the	values	of	our	history	

to	the	care	of	our	times.		

What	you	do	is	as	important	as	anything	Government	does.	I	ask	you	to	seek	a	common	good	

beyond	your	comfort,	to	defend	needed	reforms	against	easy	attacks,	to	serve	your	Nation,	

beginning	with	your	neighbor.	I	ask	you	to	be	citizens:	Citizens,	not	spectators;	citizens,	not	

subjects;	responsible	citizens	building	communities	of	service	and	a	nation	of	character.		

Americans	are	generous	and	strong	and	decent,	not	because	we	 believe	 in	ourselves	but	

because	we	 hold	 beliefs	 beyond	 ourselves.	When	 this	 spirit	 of	 citizenship	 is	missing,	 no	

Government	program	can	replace	it.	When	this	spirit	is	present,	no	wrong	can	stand	against	

it.		

After	 the	Declaration	of	 Independence	was	signed,	Virginia	statesman	John	Page	wrote	to	

Thomas	Jefferson,	"We	know	the	race	is	not	to	the	swift,	nor	the	battle	to	the	strong.	Do	you	

not	think	an	angel	rides	in	the	whirlwind	and	directs	this	storm?"		

Much	time	has	passed	since	Jefferson	arrived	for	his	inauguration.	The	years	and	changes	

accumulate,	but	the	themes	of	this	day,	he	would	know:	our	Nation's	grand	story	of	courage	

and	its	simple	dream	of	dignity.		

We	are	not	this	story's	author,	who	fills	time	and	eternity	with	his	purpose.	Yet,	his	purpose	

is	achieved	in	our	duty.	And	our	duty	is	fulfilled	in	service	to	one	another.	Never	tiring,	never	

yielding,	never	finishing,	we	renew	that	purpose	today,	to	make	our	country	more	just	and	



   
 

generous,	to	affirm	the	dignity	of	our	lives	and	every	life.	This	work	continues,	the	story	goes	

on,	and	an	angel	still	rides	in	the	whirlwind	and	directs	this	storm.		

God	bless	you	all,	and	God	bless	America.	

	

4.	Donald	J.	Trump.	XLV	President	of	the	United	States:	2017-present	

Inaugural	Address.	January	20,	2017	

	

Chief	Justice	Roberts,	President	Carter,	President	Clinton,	President	Bush,	President	Obama,	

fellow	Americans,	and	people	of	the	world:	Thank	you.		

We,	the	citizens	of	America,	are	now	joined	in	a	great	national	effort	to	rebuild	our	country	

and	 restore	 its	 promise	 for	 all	 of	 our	 people.	 Together,	we	will	 determine	 the	 course	 of	

America	 and	 the	world	 for	many,	many	 years	 to	 come.	We	will	 face	 challenges,	 we	will	

confront	hardships,	but	we	will	get	the	job	done.		

Every	4	years,	we	gather	on	these	steps	to	carry	out	 the	orderly	and	peaceful	 transfer	of	

power,	 and	we	are	grateful	 to	President	Obama	and	First	Lady	Michelle	Obama	 for	 their	

gracious	aid	throughout	this	transition.	They	have	been	magnificent.	Thank	you.		

Today's	 ceremony,	however,	has	very	 special	meaning.	Because	 today	we	are	not	merely	

transferring	power	from	one	administration	to	another	or	from	one	party	to	another,	but	we	

are	transferring	power	from	Washington,	DC,	and	giving	it	back	to	you,	the	people.		

For	too	long,	a	small	group	in	our	Nation's	Capital	has	reaped	the	rewards	of	Government	

while	the	people	have	borne	the	cost.	Washington	flourished,	but	the	people	did	not	share	in	

its	wealth.	Politicians	prospered,	but	the	jobs	left,	and	the	factories	closed.	The	establishment	

protected	 itself,	 but	 not	 the	 citizens	 of	 our	 country.	 Their	 victories	 have	 not	 been	 your	

victories;	 their	 triumphs	have	 not	 been	 your	 triumphs;	 and	while	 they	 celebrated	 in	 our	

Nation's	Capital,	there	was	little	to	celebrate	for	struggling	families	all	across	our	land.		

That	all	changes,	starting	right	here	and	right	now,	because	this	moment	is	your	moment:	It	

belongs	to	you.	It	belongs	to	everyone	gathered	here	today	and	everyone	watching	all	across	



   
 

America.	This	is	your	day.	This	is	your	celebration.	And	this,	the	United	States	of	America,	is	

your	country.		

What	 truly	 matters	 is	 not	 which	 party	 controls	 our	 Government,	 but	 whether	 our	

Government	is	controlled	by	the	people.	January	20,	2017,	will	be	remembered	as	the	day	

the	people	became	 the	 rulers	of	 this	Nation	again.	The	 forgotten	men	and	women	of	our	

country	will	be	forgotten	no	longer.	Everyone	is	listening	to	you	now.		

You	came	by	the	tens	of	millions	to	become	part	of	a	historic	movement	the	likes	of	which	

the	world	has	never	seen	before.	At	the	center	of	this	movement	is	a	crucial	conviction:	that	

a	nation	exists	 to	serve	 its	 citizens.	Americans	want	great	 schools	 for	 their	 children,	 safe	

neighborhoods	 for	 their	 families,	 and	 good	 jobs	 for	 themselves.	 These	 are	 just	 and	

reasonable	demands	of	righteous	people	and	a	righteous	public.		

But	for	too	many	of	our	citizens,	a	different	reality	exists:	Mothers	and	children	trapped	in	

poverty	 in	 our	 inner	 cities;	 rusted-out	 factories	 scattered	 like	 tombstones	 across	 the	

landscape	of	our	Nation;	an	education	system,	flush	with	cash,	but	which	leaves	our	young	

and	beautiful	students	deprived	of	all	knowledge;	and	the	crime	and	the	gangs	and	the	drugs	

that	have	stolen	too	many	lives	and	robbed	our	country	of	so	much	unrealized	potential.		

This	American	carnage	stops	right	here	and	stops	right	now.	We	are	one	Nation,	and	their	

pain	is	our	pain,	their	dreams	are	our	dreams,	and	their	success	will	be	our	success.	We	share	

one	heart,	one	home,	and	one	glorious	destiny.		

The	oath	of	office	I	take	today	is	an	oath	of	allegiance	to	all	Americans.		

For	many	decades,	we've	enriched	 foreign	 industry	at	 the	expense	of	American	 industry,	

subsidized	the	armies	of	other	countries	while	allowing	 for	 the	very	sad	depletion	of	our	

military.	We've	defended	other	nations'	borders	while	refusing	to	defend	our	own	and	spent	

trillions	 and	 trillions	 of	 dollars	 overseas	 while	 America's	 infrastructure	 has	 fallen	 into	

disrepair	 and	 decay.	 We've	 made	 other	 countries	 rich	 while	 the	 wealth,	 strength,	 and	

confidence	of	our	country	has	dissipated	over	the	horizon.		

One	by	one,	the	factories	shuttered	and	left	our	shores,	with	not	even	a	thought	about	the	

millions	and	millions	of	American	workers	that	were	left	behind.	The	wealth	of	our	middle	

class	has	been	ripped	from	their	homes	and	then	redistributed	all	across	the	world.		



   
 

But	that	is	the	past.	And	now	we	are	looking	only	to	the	future.		

We,	assembled	here	today,	are	issuing	a	new	decree	to	be	heard	in	every	city,	in	every	foreign	

capital,	and	in	every	hall	of	power.	From	this	day	forward,	a	new	vision	will	govern	our	land.	

From	this	this	day	forward,	it's	going	to	be	only	America	first.	America	first.		

Every	decision	on	trade,	on	taxes,	on	immigration,	on	foreign	affairs,	will	be	made	to	benefit	

American	workers	and	American	families.		

We	must	 protect	 our	 borders	 from	 the	 ravages	 of	 other	 countries	making	 our	 products,	

stealing	our	companies,	and	destroying	our	jobs.	Protection	will	lead	to	great	prosperity	and	

strength.	I	will	fight	for	you	with	every	breath	in	my	body,	and	I	will	never,	ever	let	you	down.		

America	will	start	winning	again,	winning	like	never	before.	We	will	bring	back	our	jobs.	We	

will	 bring	 back	 our	 borders.	We	will	 bring	 back	 our	wealth.	 And	we	will	 bring	 back	 our	

dreams.		

We	will	build	new	roads	and	highways	and	bridges	and	airports	and	tunnels	and	railways	all	

across	our	wonderful	Nation.		

We	will	get	our	people	off	of	welfare	and	back	to	work,	rebuilding	our	country	with	American	

hands	 and	 American	 labor.	 We	 will	 follow	 two	 simple	 rules:	 Buy	 American	 and	 hire	

American.		

We	will	seek	friendship	and	good	will	with	the	nations	of	the	world,	but	we	do	so	with	the	

understanding	that	it	is	the	right	of	all	nations	to	put	their	own	interests	first.	We	do	not	seek	

to	impose	our	way	of	life	on	anyone,	but	rather	to	let	it	shine	as	an	example—we	will	shine—

for	everyone	to	follow.		

We	will	 reinforce	 old	 alliances	 and	 form	new	ones	 and	 unite	 the	 civilized	world	 against	

radical	Islamic	terrorism,	which	we	will	eradicate	completely	from	the	face	of	the	Earth.		

At	the	bedrock	of	our	politics	will	be	a	total	allegiance	to	the	United	States	of	America,	and	

through	our	loyalty	to	our	country,	we	will	rediscover	our	loyalty	to	each	other.	When	you	

open	your	heart	to	patriotism,	there	is	no	room	for	prejudice.	The	Bible	tells	us,	"How	good	

and	pleasant	it	is	when	God's	people	live	together	in	unity."	We	must	speak	our	minds	openly,	

debate	our	disagreements	honestly,	but	always	pursue	solidarity.	When	America	is	united,	



   
 

America	 is	 totally	 unstoppable.	 There	 should	 be	 no	 fear:	We	 are	 protected,	 and	we	will	

always	be	protected.	We	will	be	protected	by	the	great	men	and	women	of	our	military	and	

law	enforcement,	and	most	importantly,	we	will	be	protected	by	God.		

Finally,	we	must	think	big	and	dream	even	bigger.	In	America,	we	understand	that	a	nation	

is	only	living	as	long	as	it	is	striving.		

We	will	no	longer	accept	politicians	who	are	all	talk	and	no	action,	constantly	complaining,	

but	never	doing	anything	about	it.	The	time	for	empty	talk	is	over.	Now	arrives	the	hour	of	

action.		

Do	not	allow	anyone	to	tell	you	that	it	cannot	be	done.	No	challenge	can	match	the	heart	and	

fight	and	spirit	of	America.	We	will	not	fail.	Our	country	will	thrive	and	prosper	again.		

We	stand	at	the	birth	of	a	new	millennium,	ready	to	unlock	the	mysteries	of	space,	to	free	the	

Earth	from	the	miseries	of	disease,	and	to	harness	the	energies,	industries,	and	technologies	

of	tomorrow.	A	new	national	pride	will	stir	our	souls,	lift	our	sights,	and	heal	our	divisions.		

It's	time	to	remember	that	old	wisdom	our	soldiers	will	never	forget:	that	whether	we	are	

Black	or	Brown	or	White,	we	all	bleed	the	same	red	blood	of	patriots,	we	all	enjoy	the	same	

glorious	freedoms,	and	we	all	salute	the	same	great	American	flag.		

And	whether	 a	 child	 is	 born	 in	 the	 urban	 sprawl	 of	 Detroit	 or	 the	windswept	 plains	 of	

Nebraska,	they	look	up	at	the	same	night	sky,	they	fill	their	heart	with	the	same	dreams,	and	

they	are	infused	with	the	breath	of	life	by	the	same	almighty	Creator.		

So	to	all	Americans	in	every	city	near	and	far,	small	and	large,	from	mountain	to	mountain,	

from	ocean	to	ocean,	hear	these	words:	You	will	never	be	ignored	again.	Your	voice,	your	

hopes,	and	your	dreams	will	define	our	American	destiny.	And	your	courage	and	goodness	

and	love	will	forever	guide	us	along	the	way.		

Together,	we	will	make	America	strong	again.	We	will	make	America	wealthy	again.	We	will	

make	America	proud	again.	We	will	make	America	safe	again.		

And,	yes,	together,	we	will	make	America	great	again.	Thank	you.	God	bless	you,	and	God	

bless	America.	Thank	you.	God	bless	America.	

	



   
 

	

 


