
Nutrition, Metabolism & Cardiovascular Diseases (2017) xx, 1e10
Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

Nutrition, Metabolism & Cardiovascular Diseases

journal homepage: www.e lsev ier .com/ locate/nmcd
Different protein composition of low-calorie diet differently impacts
adipokine profile irrespective of weight loss in overweight and
obese women

R. Mateo-Gallego a,*, I. Lamiquiz-Moneo a, S. Perez-Calahorra a, V. Marco-Benedí a,
A.M. Bea a, L. Baila-Rueda a, M. Laclaustra a, J.L. Peñalvo b, F. Civeira a, A. Cenarro a

a Unidad Clínica y de Investigación en Lípidos y Arteriosclerosis, Hospital Universitario Miguel Servet, Instituto de Investigación Sanitaria Aragón
(IIS Aragón), Universidad de Zaragoza, CIBERCV, Zaragoza, Spain
b Tufts Friedman School of Nutrition Science & Policy, Boston, MA, USA
Received 19 May 2017; received in revised form 27 October 2017; accepted 30 October 2017
Handling Editor: Peter Clifton
Available online - - -
KEYWORDS
Protein;
Weight loss;
Adipokines;
Adipose tissue;
Obesity;
Overweight
Abbreviations: AgRP, Agouti-related p
Glutamic-pyruvic transaminase; HbA
* Corresponding author. Unidad Clínica

1-3, 50009 Zaragoza, Spain. Fax: þ34 97
E-mail address: mateo@iisaragon.es (

Please cite this article in press as: Ma
profile irrespective of weight loss in
doi.org/10.1016/j.numecd.2017.10.024

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.numecd.2017.10.024
0939-4753/ª 2017 The Italian Society of Diabeto
Medicine and Surgery, Federico II University. P
Abstract Background and aims: High-protein (HP) diets have shown benefits in cardiometabolic
markers such as insulin or triglycerides but the responsible mechanisms are not known. We
aimed to assess the effect of three energy-restricted diets with different protein contents (20%,
27%, and 35%; w80% coming from animal source) on plasma adipokine concentration and its as-
sociation with changes in cardiometabolic markers.
Methods: Seventy-six women (BMI 32.8 � 2.93) were randomized to one of three calorie-
reduced diets, with protein, 20%, 27%, or 35%; carbohydrates, 50%, 43%, or 35%; and fat, 30%,
for 3 months. Plasma adipokine (leptin, resistin, adiponectin, and retinol-binding protein 4;
RBP4) levels were assessed.
Results: After 3 months, leptin concentration decreased in all groups without differences among
them, while resistin levels remained unchanged. Adiponectin concentration heterogeneously
changed in all groups (P for trend Z 0.165) and resistin concentration did not significantly
change. RPB4 significantly decreased by �17.5% (�31.7, �3.22) in 35%-protein diet (P for
trend Z 0.024 among diets). Triglycerides improved in women following the 35%-protein diet
regardless of weight loss; RBP4 variation significantly influenced triglyceride concentration
change by 24.9% and 25.9% when comparing 27%- and 35%- with 20%-protein diet, respectively.
Conclusions: A 35%-protein diet induced a decrease in RBP4 regardless of weight loss, which was
directly associated with triglyceride concentration improvement. These findings suggest that HP
diets improve the cardiometabolic profile, at least in part, through changes in adipokine secre-
tion. Whether this beneficial effect of HP diet is due to improvements in hepatic or adipose tissue
functionality should be elucidated.
Clinical trial registration: The clinical trial has been registered in ClinicalTrials.gov (Identifier:
NCT02160496).
ª 2017 The Italian Society of Diabetology, the Italian Society for the Study of Atherosclerosis, the
Italian Society of Human Nutrition, and the Department of Clinical Medicine and Surgery,
Federico II University. Published by Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
eptide; BMI, Body mass index; CRP, C-reactive protein; GGT, Gamma-glutamyl transpeptidase; GPT,
1c, Glycated hemoglobin; HP, High protein; NPY, Neuropeptide Y; RBP4, Retinol-binding protein 4.
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Introduction

Obesity has become a major global health problem because
it reduces life expectancy, entails an important socio-
economic impact, and is strongly associated with a num-
ber of comorbidities including metabolic syndrome, type 2
diabetes, and cardiovascular disease [1,2]. Overweight and
obesity are associated with excess fat mass and adipocyte
dysfunction [3]. The adipose tissue plays a key role in the
regulation of energy metabolism and lipid and glucose
blood homeostasis through its ability to secrete numerous
proteins collectively known as adipokines [4,5]. The meta-
bolic abnormalities induced by excess weight are highly
associated with peripheral insulin resistance and exces-
sive release of free fatty acids from adipocytes, and both
these processes are considered markers of adipose tissue
dysfunction [4,6,7]. Altered secretion of adipokines is a
consequence of adipose tissue dysfunction and is a potent
mediator of the inflammatory state and metabolic disor-
ders associated with obesity [5e8].

Recent evidence showed that energy-restricted high-
protein (HP) diets induce remarkable weight loss and
result in a greater improvement of cardiometabolic pa-
rameters such as insulin sensitivity, plasma triglyceride, or
HDL cholesterol levels when compared with carbohydrate-
dense hypocaloric diets [9,10]. Hence, HP hypocaloric diets
have been proposed as a potential approach in the treat-
ment of type 2 diabetes [11,12]. In this line, our previous
work demonstrated that an energy-restricted diet with
35% of calories from proteins more effectively improved
the metabolic abnormalities associated with obesity in
comparison with an energy-restricted diet that is low in
protein content, independently of weight loss [10]. How-
ever, the mechanisms responsible for these differential
effects of HP diets are unknown. Low-calorie HP diets tend
to preserve fat-free mass and achieve higher fat mass
reduction, and this mechanism has been proposed as a
potential driver of their beneficial effects on lipids con-
centration or insulin resistance [13,14]. However, other
studies could not confirm this mechanism as plausible
[15]. Improvement in functionality rather than depletion
in adipose tissue is a reasonable hypothesis that has been
proposed too [4,5]. Some recently reviewed studies have
described an increase in adiponectin and a decrease in
RPB4 concentrations after weight loss, which have been
related to glucose metabolism improvement [16]. How-
ever, few studies have explored the effect of HP diets on
adipokine concentration by showing divergent effects
among different cytokines. In addition to protein quantity,
the source and quality of protein could play an essential
role in its beneficial effects on metabolism. Animal protein
consumption is associated with cardiometabolic param-
eter benefits, mainly in insulin resistance, blood pressure,
or adiposity-related metabolites, among others [17e19].

Thus, we aimed to explore the relation between weight
loss and plasma adipokine concentration associated with
different adipose tissue functions and whether energy-
restricted HP diets (80% of whom coming from lean animal
protein) could induce further improvement in adipose tissue
Please cite this article in press as: Mateo-Gallego R, et al., Different pro
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functionality beyondweight loss, which could be postulated
as amechanism responsible for the cardiometabolic benefits
of HP diets associated with weight loss.

Methods

Study population

The study protocol has been previously described else-
where [10]. Briefly,womenwere recruited toparticipate in a
3-month weight loss intervention study that was carried
out at a University Hospital in northern Spain. Only women
were selected to homogenize the study findings. Other in-
clusion criteria included age 18e80 years, body mass index
(BMI) 27.5e45 kg/m2, and stable weight (�3 kg) in the
previous 3 months. The exclusion criteria included hypo-
thyroidism, uncontrolled type-2 diabetes (glycated hemo-
globin (HbA1c)> 8%), any other disease that could interfere
with the ability to comply with the study protocol, and
current lipid-lowering or anti-diabetic drugs. Women tak-
ing supplements of phytosterols, omega-3 fatty acids, or any
obesity drug were also excluded. Among participants
meeting the study inclusion criteria, 91 women were
randomly selected for randomization to one of three diets. A
total of 80 women completed the 3-month dietary inter-
vention period.

All subjects provided written informed consent to
participate in the study. The studyprotocolwas approvedby
the ethical committee of our institution (Comité de Ética e
Investigación Clínica de Aragón); all procedures were in
accordance with the ethical standards of that committee.
This clinical trial was registered at ClinicalTrials.gov under
identifier NCT02160496.

Study design

The study consisted of a 3-month weight loss intervention
phase, which has been previously explained in detail [10].
We selected a 3-month period of time according to previous
findings of weight loss effect on adipokine concentrations
and considering that diet-induced cardiometabolic
parameter changes stabilize in <4 weeks [16,20]. Inter-
vention included individual consultations to reinforce
messages and motivate weight loss. Clinical, anthropo-
metric, dietary, and biochemical variables were assessed at
baseline and after 3 months of dietary intervention.

The study consisted of a three-arm design, with subjects
randomly assigned to one of three energy-reduced diets:
20%, 27%, or 35% protein. The rest of macronutrients were
distributed as follows: protein, 20%, 27%, or 35%; carbohy-
drates, 50%, 43%, or 35%, respectively; and fat, 30% in all diets.
Once all screening visits were concluded, all subject data
were recorded in a data file. The first woman to be included
in the study was allocated to the 20%-protein diet, the sec-
ond to the 27%-proteindiet, the third to the35%-proteindiet,
and so on. Participants were blinded to their assigned
macronutrient composition. Low-calorie diets involved a
caloric restriction of 600 kcal per day, which was applied to
total daily energy expenditure energy intakes. They were
tein composition of low-calorie diet differently impacts adipokine
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High protein intake and adipokine improvement 3
estimated by multiplying the activity factor by resting en-
ergy expenditure calculated by HarriseBenedict equation.
Approximately 80% of the protein came from lean animal
sources, mainly lean lamb meat but also chicken or turkey,
low-fat dairy products, etc. More information about diet
composition and an example of a daily menu has been
previously provided [10]. All participants were provided
with physical activity advice that was in accordance with
their physical status. Patients were counseled to increase
exercise at each monitoring visit depending on the training
reported at each visit to promote weight loss. Physical ac-
tivity advice was quite heterogeneous because of varying
fitness conditions of women (i.e., walking 1 h a day or
running 30 min three times a week).

Dietary and physical activity assessments were per-
formed at baseline and after 3 months of dietary inter-
vention using a 3-day weighed food record and assessed
according to the Spanish food composition tables and a
validated questionnaire, respectively [21,22].

Body weight and composition

Anthropometric measurements (body weight and waist
circumference) were evaluated at baseline (randomiza-
tion) and after 3 months of dietary intervention. Body
composition was assessed using bioelectrical impedance
through the bipolar foot-to-foot technique (Tanita TBF
410 GS, Omron Corporation�, Tokyo, Japan). Abdominal fat
deposits were also measured using bioelectrical imped-
ance (TanitaViScan AB-140, Omron Corporation�) by
evaluating visceral fat. Measurements were performed in
the abdominal area with the patient in supine position
with her hands on her chest. Abdominal fat composition
was always determined at the navel, with an area 10 cm
around it clear. As established by the manufacturer,
abdominal visceral fat was expressed on a scale of 0e35.
All measurements were taken in accordance with the
recommended guidelines: no food or drink 3 h prior to
measurements, no exhausting exercise 12 h prior to
measurements, and no alcohol or caffeine consumption
24 h prior to measurements [23].

Clinical and laboratory parameters

Blood pressure was measured in triplicate with a validated
semiautomatic oscillometer (Omron M3, Omron Corpora-
tion, Hoofddorp, The Netherlands). Blood samples were
drawn by venipuncture after 12 h of fasting at the
randomization visit and at the 3-month visit. Levels of total
cholesterol, triglycerides, HDL cholesterol, gamma-
glutamyl transpeptidase (GGT), and glutamic-pyruvic
transaminase were measured using standard enzymatic
methods. LDL cholesterol levels were estimated using the
Friedewald formula when serum triglycerides were
<400mg/dL. Levels of non-HDL cholesterolwere calculated
as total cholesterol minus HDL cholesterol. We used the
homeostasis model assessment-estimated insulin resis-
tance (HOMA-IR) as a marker for insulin resistance. Blood
glucose levels were measured by the glucose-oxidase
Please cite this article in press as: Mateo-Gallego R, et al., Different pro
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method. Insulin levels were measured by radioimmuno-
assay. HOMA-IR was estimated as fasting serum glucose
(mg/dL) � plasma insulin (mU/mL)/405. HbA1c concentra-
tion was determined using high-performance liquid
chromatography. C-reactive protein was determined by
nephelometry using IMMAGE-Immunochemistry System
(Beckman Coulter, USA).

Adipokine determination

We determined leptin, adiponectin, resistin, and retinol-
binding protein 4 (RBP4) as relevant adipokines related to
weight loss according to previous studies [16]. Adipokine
profiles were determined using the Human Adipokine
Magnetic Bead Panel 1 (adiponectin and resistin), Human
Adipokine Magnetic Bead Panel 2 (leptin) and Human
Kidney Injury Magnetic Bead Panel 6 (RBP4) protocols
from the MILLIPLEX� MAP Kits (Cat. #. HADK1MAG-61K,
HADK2MAG-61K, HKI6MAG-99K, Millipore). Analyses
were performed in duplicates, and plasma sample di-
lutions were done according to the detection range of each
panel. Briefly, adipokine assay plates were washed with
assay buffer in an orbital plate shaker for 10 min at room
temperature. The assay buffer was decanted, and the
standards, controls, and diluted plasma samples were
mixed with the assay buffer in each well. After the addi-
tion of fluorescently labeled capture antibody-coated
beads, plates were incubated overnight at 4 �C on an
orbital shaker. After overnight incubation with capture
antibodies to detect adiponectin, resistin, leptin, and RBP4,
the well content was removed by washing as indicated in
the instructions provided by the manufacturer. Bio-
tinylated detection antibodies were then added to the
wells and incubated for 1 h at room temperature while
shaking. After incubation, streptavidin-phycoerythrin was
added to each well, and plates were incubated for 30 min
at room temperature with shaking. After this incubation
period, samples were washed as previously described and
resuspended in Sheath Fluid for 5 min. Plates were run on
a LABSCAN 100 (Luminex), and data were collected and
analyzed using the Luminex xPONENT� software.

Statistical analyses

We selected leptin change to calculate sample size because
there are only four studies exploring HP diet effect on adi-
pokine concentration, and only one reported significant
differences in leptin change after dietary intervention [16].
Leptin variability was estimated as 78.5 ng/mL, and we ex-
pected a difference in leptin change after a dietary inter-
vention of 50 ng/mL among groups. A total sample size of 42
subjects per group was obtained by considering 90% power
(Zb unilateral Z 1.282) to detect a between-treatment
group difference and a confidence interval (1-a) of 95%
(Za unilateralZ 1.645). Continuous variables are expressed
as mean �SD, mean (95% confidence interval) or median
(25th percentile-75th percentile) according to their distri-
bution. Categorical variables are reported as percentages.
ANOVA and KruskaleWallis tests were performed for the
tein composition of low-calorie diet differently impacts adipokine
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comparison of multiple independent variables. When
applicable, post hoc adjusted comparisons were performed
with the Bonferroni correction. Categorical variables were
compared using the Pearson chi-squared test by including
inter-group comparison. Pearson’s and Spearman’s tests of
correlation were applied as appropriate. Differences in
paired clinical and biochemical variables were calculated
with the dependent t-test for paired samples or with the
Wilcoxon test. To assess differences in adipokine concen-
tration amongdiets and the effect of type of diet on different
cardiometabolic parameter changes and the effect of RBP4
in this association, we applied multiple linear regression
while including weight loss as an independent variable. All
statistical analyses were performed with SPSS version 24.0
(SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL, USA), and significance was set at
P < 0.05.
Results

Baseline characteristics and weight loss after dietary
intervention

Ninety-one women were enrolled into the study, of whom
80 completed it and attended at 3-month visit. Adipokine
levels were determined in women with high dietary
intervention compliance. High compliance was defined as
protein consumption �3% of that prescribed, which was
assessed by dietary analysis; four women were excluded
(Fig. 1). Baseline clinical, biochemical, and dietary charac-
teristics of 76 women in whom adipokine concentrations
were analyzed are shown in Table 1. There were no
91 selected

30 women randomized to
20%-Protein diet

31 w
2

24 women completed
3-month intervention

29 
3-m

6 women withdrew
from the study
• 3-personal reasons
• 1-change of residence
• 2-unknown reasons 

2 women withdrew
from the study
• 1-personal reasons
• 1-unknown reasons 

21 women in whom 
adipokines were analyzed

28
adipo

3 women
without high

dietary
compliance 

(protein 
consumption 

±3% of 
prescribed)

1 woman without high
dietary compliance 

(protein consumption 
±3% of prescribed)

Figure 1 Flowchart of random
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statistically significant differences at baseline between
women assigned to each diet. Adipokine concentrations at
baseline did not differ between women randomized to the
different diets as shown in Table 2.

Metabolic changes after dietary intervention

Metabolic changes after weight loss in women in whom
adipokine levels were analyzed are shown in
Supplemental Table 1. They are quite similar to those that
we observed in all women who were included in the study
that has been previously published [10]. Systolic blood
pressure, glucose, and HOMA significantly decreased
within 27%- and 35%-protein diets after dietary interven-
tion. HDL cholesterol significantly decreased in 20%- and
35%-protein diets, and we observed an improvement in
lipid profile and GGT concentration only in the highest
protein diet group. Fat mass, fat-free mass, and visceral fat
reductions were noted in all groups. We observed statis-
tical differences between diets in total cholesterol, tri-
glycerides, and HDL cholesterol changes, noting the
highest decreases in 35%-protein diet group.

Adipokine change after dietary intervention

Weight loss after dietary intervention was �9.24 � 3.60%,
�9.93 � 5.20%, and �10.7 � 4.28% in 20%-, 27%-, and 35%-
protein diets, respectively, without statistically significant
differences between diets (PZ 0.56). Changes in adipokine
concentrations after 3 months of dietary intervention and
according to the diet group are shown in Table 2. RBP4
concentration significantly changed by 12.5% (�2.70, 27.8),
 for randomization visit

omen randomized to
7%-Protein diet

30 women randomized to 
35%-Protein diet

women completed
onth intervention

27 women completed
3-month intervention

3 women withdrew
from the study
• 1-personal reasons
• 2-unknown reasons 

 women in whom 
kines were analyzed

27 women in whom 
adipokines were analyzed

ization and study course.
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Table 1 Baseline characteristics of participants according to diet group.a

20%-protein diet
(N Z 21)

27%-protein diet
(N Z 28)

35%-protein diet
(N Z 27)

Pb

Age, years 43.7 � 9.74 45.1 � 8.52 43.2 � 9.17 0.70
Weight, kg 86.1 � 8.68 88.3 � 9.40 85.1 � 8.60 0.41
BMI, kg/m2 32.5 � 3.07 33.7 � 2.68 32.2 � 2.97 0.16
Waist circumference, cm 99.0 � 7.38 100 � 9.30 101 � 12.0 0.82
Systolic blood pressure, mmHg 124 � 12.0 124 � 20.0 119 � 13.1 0.43
Diastolic blood pressure, mmHg 77.7 � 9.23 82.1 � 11.5 79.6 � 9.76 0.32
Total cholesterol, mg/dL 208 � 40.0 222 � 27.0 212 � 34.0 0.34
HDL cholesterol, mg/dL 54.3 � 11.1 55.9 � 9.28 58.0 � 11.9 0.49
Triglycerides, mg/dL 98.0 [72.0e128] 113 [82.3e154] 114 [92.0e149] 0.39
LDL cholesterol, mg/dL 127 � 45.5 140 � 22.8 129 � 26.6 0.35
Non-HDL cholesterol, mg/dL 154 � 35.3 163 � 23.6 154 � 27.5 0.41
Glucose, mg/dL 91.4 � 11.0 90.6 � 15.3 85.9 � 8.54 0.22
HOMA-IR 39.0 [24.5e72.2] 38.9 [30.9e82.1] 39.3 [25.1e53.1] 0.59
HbA1c, % 5.46 � 0.31 5.42 � 0.40 5.42 � 0.29 0.90
GGT, U/L 18.0 [13.0e27.5] 20.0 [16.0e31.0] 20.0 [14.0e30.0] 0.38
ALT, U/L 18.0 [13.0e24.0] 16.0 [12.0e25.8] 15.0 [13.0e21.0] 0.83
CRP, g/L 4.55 [1.68e7.33] 3.60 [1.50e8.20] 4.20 [1.85e8.60] 0.67
Fat mass, kg 34.2 � 6.61 36.0 � 7.06 35.6 � 7.23 0.65
Fat free mass, kg 46.7 � 5.85 48.2 � 4.12 46.3 � 2.97 0.26
Visceral fat, level 9.10 � 1.79 9.71 � 2.12 9.22 � 2.28 0.54
Physical activity level, METs/min 954 [371e1400] 693 [479e1328] 693 [480e1386] 0.89
Dietary intakec

Energy, kcal 1925 � 428 1804 � 438 1893 � 416 0.60
Protein, % 21.0 [17.3e23.2] 21.6 [17.5e23.8] 19.4 [16.9e23.0] 0.58
Animal protein, % 15.0 [12.4e19.2] 17.3 [13.3e20.4] 15.1 [11.1e18.7] 0.43
Vegetal protein, % 4.29 [3.86e5.47] 4.36 [3.62e4.89] 4.90 [3.82e5.77] 0.91
Total Fat, % 44.9 � 7.04 44.7 � 5.70 43.8 � 5.37 0.78
Monounsaturated fat, % 21.1 � 3.44 20.4 � 3.50 19.9 � 3.56 0.52
Polyunsaturated fat, % 6.18 [5.25e7.70] 5.77 [5.00e7.56] 5.96 [5.29e7.18] 0.64
Saturated fat, % 13.3 [10.8e16.2] 13.6 [12.0e16.2] 14.0 [11.3e16.0] 0.55
Carbohydrates, % 34.4 [29.0e38.7] 33.9 [27.3e37.3] 36.3 [30.1e43.9] 0.34
Sugars, g 66.1 [54.6e79.0] 64.4 [52.1e84.8] 73.7 [58.1e102] 0.96
Fiber, g 18.7 � 9.16 16.3 � 5.62 17.9 � 6.43 0.49
Alcohol, g 0 [0e0] 0 [0e1.68] 0 [0e0.57] 0.58

BMI denotes body mass index; HOMA-IR, homeostasis model assessment-estimated insulin resistance; HbA1c, glycated hemoglobin; GGT,
gamma-glutamyl transpeptidase; ALT, alanine aminotransferase; CRP, C-reactive protein.
a Values are mean � standard deviation (SD) or median [percentile 25epercentile 75] as applicable.
b P refers to differences calculated by ANOVA or KruskaleWallis tests, as appropriate.
c Dietary intake expressed as % of total consumed energy or grams per day.
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3.56% (�9.87,17.0), and�17.5% (�31.7,�3.22) in 20%-, 27%-,
and 35%-protein diets, respectively (P Z 0.008). We
observed statistically significant differences when we
compared the 35%-protein diet with 20%- and 27%-protein
diets (P for trend Z 0.004). Women following the 35%-
protein diet showed 30% greater decrease in RBP4 than
those following the 20%-protein diet (PZ 0.005; PZ 0.032
after adjusting for weight loss). Leptin levels significantly
decreased by�43.0% (�55.3,�30.7),�36.8% (�47.1,�26.1),
and �50.3% (�61.2, �39.5) in 20%-, 27%-, and 35%-protein
diets, respectively, without differences between diets. Adi-
ponectin concentrations changed from basal concentration
by �0.60% (�15.8, 14.6), 8.20% (�4.93, 21.3), and �12.9%
(�26.2, 0.51) in 20%-, 27%-, and 35%-protein diets, respec-
tively (P for trendZ 0.165). Changes in resistin did not show
statistically significant differences during the trial.

Association between adipokine change and weight loss

Leptin reduction showed a positive and significant corre-
lation (RZ 0.59, P< 0.001) with weight loss (Supplemental
Please cite this article in press as: Mateo-Gallego R, et al., Different pro
profile irrespective of weight loss in overweight and obese women,
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Table 2). Weight loss resulted in a 33.3% reduction in leptin
levels (B Z 3.75; 95% CI: 2.53, 4.97; P < 0.001). RBP4 levels
were slightly correlated with weight loss, although it was
not statistically significant (R Z 0.22, P Z 0.069). Adipo-
nectin and resistin levels were not significantly correlated
with weight loss.

Fat mass and visceral fat change significantly were
correlated with leptin variation (Supplemental Table 2).
We observed a significant correlation between RBP4 levels
and fat mass changes (R Z 0.34, P Z 0.003). No significant
correlations were observed between adipokine concen-
trations and fat-free mass changes.

Association between adipokines and metabolic changes

Crude correlations between adipokine concentration and
metabolic changes are shown in Supplemental Table 2.
Leptin variation was directly correlated with HOMA and
HDL cholesterol change, adiponectin variation directly
correlatedwith HDL cholesterol change, and RBP4 variation
directly correlatedwith triglycerides concentration change.
tein composition of low-calorie diet differently impacts adipokine
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Table 2 Adipokine concentration changes after 3 months of intervention according to type of diet.a

20%-protein diet 27%-protein diet 35%- tein diet Overall Pb P for trend

Mean (CI) P Mean (CI) P Mea I) P

RBP4 Baseline, 103 29.0 (23.1, 34.8) e 25.3 (20.2, 30.5) e 31.4 .1, 36.8) e 0.261 e

Average change 12.5 (�2.70, 27.8) e 3.56 (�9.87, 17.0) e �17. 31.7, �3.22) e 0.008
Model 1: Raw Difference vs. 20% Ref. e �8.97 (�29.3, 11.3) 0.381 �30. 50.9, �9.14) 0.005 0.015 0.004

Difference vs. 35% 30.0 (9.14, 50.9) 0.005 21.0 (1.45, 40.6) 0.036 Ref. e

Model 2: Adjusted for
weight loss

Difference vs. 20% Ref. e �3.92 (�23.7, 15.8) 0.693 �22. 43.1, 1.94) 0.032 0.033 0.027
Difference vs. 35% 22.5 (1.94, 43.1) 0.032 18.6 (�0.39, 37.6) 0.055 Ref. e

Leptin Baseline, 106 27.1 (21.2, 32.9) e 28.2 (23.1, 33.2) e 28.4 .3, 33.6) e 0.937 e

Average change �43.0 (�55.3, �30.7) e �36.8 (�47.1, �26.1) e �50. �61.2, �39.5) e 0.210
Model 1: Raw Difference vs. 20% Ref. e 6.56 (�10.2, �22.5) 0.446 �7.3 �23.7, �9.07) 0.376 0.211 0.294

Difference vs. 35% 7.34 (�9.06, 23.7) 0.376 13.6 (�1.62, 28.8) 0.079 Ref. e

Model 2: Adjusted for
weight loss

Difference vs. 20% Ref. e 7.45 (�6.15, 21.04) 0.278 �2.8 16.8, 11,1) 0.684 <0.001 0.553
Difference vs. 35% 2.85 (�11.1, 16.8) 0.684 10.3 (�2.35, 23.0) 0.109 Ref. e

Adiponectin Baseline, 103 13.7 (10.5, 16.8) e 14.9 (12.2, 17.6) e 13.3 .4, 16.1) e 0.684 e

Average change �0.60 (�15.8, 14.6) e 8.20 (�4.93, 21.3) e �12. 26.2, 0.51) e 0.048
Model 1: Raw Difference vs. 20% Ref. e 8.79 (�11.3, 28.9) 0.028 �12. 32.5, 7.95) 0.230 0.087 0.165

Difference vs. 35% 12.3 (�7.95, 32.5) 0.230 21.06 (2.32, 39.8) 0.385 Ref. e

Model 2: Adjusted for
weight loss

Difference vs. 20% Ref. e 8.52 (�12.2, 29.2) 0.414 �11. 32.8, 9.45) 0.274 0.223 0.200
Difference vs. 35% 11.7 (�9.45, 32.8) 0.274 20.2 (0.95, 39.5) 0.040 Ref. e

Resistin Baseline, 103 76.4 (51.9, 101) e 58.2 (37.0, 79.4) e 69.3 .7, 90.9) e 0.521 e

Average change 2.64 (�8.17, 13.5) e 5.86 (�3.51, 15.2) e 4.01 .53, 13.5) e 0.161
Model 1: Raw Difference vs. 20% Ref. e 3.22 (�11.1, 17.5) 0.783 1.37 3.1, 15.8) 0.850 0.902 0.889

Difference vs. 35% �1.37 (�15.8, 13.1) 0.850 1.85 (�11.5, 15.2) 0.655 Ref. e

Model 2: Adjusted for
weight loss

Difference vs. 20% Ref. 4.63 (�9.71, 19.0) 0.521 2.57 2.1, 17.2) 0.728 0.478 0.778
Difference vs. 35% �2.57 (�17.2, 12.1) 0.728 2.07 (�11.3, 15.4) 0.759 Ref. e

a Values are means (95% confidence interval). Baseline adipokine values are expressed as 103, except for adiponectin, which expressed as 6.
Average change refers to % change with respect to baseline.
b Overall P refers to differences between three diets calculated by ANOVA.
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High protein intake and adipokine improvement 7
Because of the differences in RBP4 variations between diets,
we explored the potential impact of RBP4 variation on tri-
glyceride change between them (Table 3). Women
following the 35%-protein diet showed a greater decrease in
triglyceride concentration evenwhen controlled for weight
loss (B Z �32.5; 95% CI: �54.8, 10.1, P Z 0.005), RBP4
variation explained 24.9% ((17.6�13.2)/17.6) and 25.9%
((32.5�24.0)/32.5) of the effect on triglycerides change of
27%- and 35%-protein diets with respect to 20%-protein diet
(Fig. 2). We did not find a significant effect of RBP4 on other
cardiometabolic parameter changes between different
diets (Supplemental Table 3).

Discussion

This study explores for the first time the effect of different
energy-reduced HP diets, mainly coming from lean animal
protein, on adipose tissue functionality measured through
plasma adipokine concentration and its association with
changes in lipid and glucosemetabolism. In ourwork, a 35%-
protein diet energy-restricted induced greater RBP4
improvement than energy-reduced diets with lower protein
content regardless of weight loss; and this improvement are
associated with enhanced triglycerides independently of
weight loss.

The adipose tissue is composed of adipocytes and
multiple non-adipocyte cells; including immune cells,
especially macrophages that represent up to 50% of total
cells in the presence of obesity [24]. Complex interactions
among adipose tissue cells are key factors in multiple
metabolic pathways, including regulation of energy
metabolism, satiety, food behavior, and systemic inflam-
mation. Many of the endocrine and paracrine actions of
adipose tissue are the response to adipokines secretion. Up
to 600 different adipokines have been described, many of
them with unknown functions [4]. In this study, we have
analyzed four different adipokines associated with four
differential functions of adipose tissue [4,16]. Leptin has a
central role in complex feeding behavior, appetite control,
and food intake. It acts through the central nervous system
activating proopiomelanocortin neurons and inhibiting
neuropeptide Y and agouti-related peptide (AgRP) neu-
rons. Resistin has primarily a peripheral mechanism pro-
moting endothelial cell activation, smooth muscle cell
proliferation, and increasing peripheral sympathetic nerve
activity. Consequently, high levels of resistin have been
associated with high blood pressure and risk of athero-
sclerosis in obese subjects [25]. Adiponectin is mainly
produced in mature adipocytes and it is their most abun-
dantly produced protein. Although with ubiquitous ac-
tions, adiponectin stimulates fatty acid transport and
oxidation in muscle by promoting the expression of
several genes involved in mitochondrial b-oxidation and is
regulated by PPAR-a (PPAR-a - Peroxisome proliferator-
activated receptor alpha) [26]. Adiponectin increases fat
combustion and energy utilization and is inversely asso-
ciated with plasma triglyceride and positively associated
with HDL cholesterol and insulin sensitivity [27]. RBP4 is
believed to be directly involved in the pathogenesis of
Please cite this article in press as: Mateo-Gallego R, et al., Different pro
profile irrespective of weight loss in overweight and obese women,
doi.org/10.1016/j.numecd.2017.10.024
i-
tein composition of low-calorie diet differently impacts adipokine
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Figure 2 % Triglyceride change differences between diets explained by
RBP4 variation. b coefficient and P value for RBP4 change effect on
triglyceride variation after adjusting for weight loss.

8 R. Mateo-Gallego et al.
nsulin resistance. Transgenic overexpression of RBP4 in
normal mice impairs muscle insulin signaling, and there is
an association between RBP4 concentration and insulin
resistance in humans [28].

In our study, leptin decreased similarly in all diets and
was directly and significantly associated with weight loss,
suggesting this adipokine as a good biomarker of mass
adipose tissue. In fact, the primary source of leptin pro-
duction is the mature adipocytes, and the intracellular fat
content of adipocytes highly correlates with leptin gene
expression [16,29]. According to the absence of differences
in the leptin levels among diets, the results of the per-
formed questionnaire including appetite, satiety, and food
behavior did not differ among groups, as previously re-
ported [10]. It is well known that even a small weight loss
induced by caloric restriction has beneficial effects on
leptin concentration. Reductions <5% of total body weight
decrease circulating levels of leptin in overweight and
obese individuals although the best improvement is
observed when weight loss is over 10% [16]. A study per-
formed in 90 obesity non-diabetic outpatients showed
decreases of 3.3% and 4.4% of weight loss that were asso-
ciated to a reduction of leptin concentrations of 16.4% and
22.8% [30]. Another study observed in 48 healthy obese
subjects a leptin reduction of 56% with a weight loss of 12%
[31]. We observed similar reductions of �43.0%, �36.8%,
and �50.3% in 20%, 27%, and 35% protein diets that ach-
ieved �9.24%, �9.93%, and �10.7% weight loss, respec-
tively. Our findings are consistent with those that
positively associated the directly proportional expression
and secretion of leptin to weight and fat mass suggesting a
great biomarker of the extent of adipose tissue indepen-
dently of diet composition obtaining the weight loss [32].

Adiponectin exhibits anti-atherogenic, insulin-sensi-
tizing, and anti-inflammatory properties [4,8]. Some au-
thors have described an increase in its concentration after
weigh loss although others have not found any significant
change [16]. Only one study has shown a decrease around
6% in its concentration in patients losing 8%e9% of body
weight in a 12-week intervention study [33]. We have
Please cite this article in press as: Mateo-Gallego R, et al., Different pro
profile irrespective of weight loss in overweight and obese women,
doi.org/10.1016/j.numecd.2017.10.024
observed that adiponectin heterogeneously changed after
weight loss with a reduction in 35%-protein. No correlation
with weight loss was denoted. The reason for these con-
flicting findings is not clear. It has been suggested that
duration and calorie restriction could play an essential role
in the findings, so further investigation is needed [16].

Few studies have specifically examined the effect of
calorie-reduction intervention in RBP4 concentrations in
humans. RBP4 concentration is increased and correlated
with BMI in obese subjects, and weight reduction de-
creases RBP4 concentration [34e36]. However, the asso-
ciation between RBP4 and metabolic changes in relation
with diet composition was not previously reported. We
observed a significant reduction of 17.5% only in those
women following the 35%-protein diet. In our study, the
change in RBP4 concentration did not correlate with
weight loss in any group and the RBP4 reduction was in-
dependent of the amount of weight loss. There is limited
information on the mechanisms involved in RBP4
expression and its association with adiposity and insulin
resistance in humans [37]. Clinical studies support the
hypothesis that RBP4 has a relevant role in obesity and the
development of insulin resistance. HP diets have demon-
strated to lead to cardiometabolic benefits mainly in in-
sulin resistance. Protein source seems to play an essential
role in these findings because animal protein has recently
showed greater improvements in glucose and lipid meta-
bolism and other cardiometabolic parameters [17e19]. Our
35%-protein diet was enriched with lean meat, high in
isoleucine and leucine, and therefore, RBP4 changes could
be a potential mechanism explaining the benefits of diets
with HP content. Furthermore, RBP4 is highly expressed
not only in adipose tissue but also in the liver [38]. RBP4 is
the specific transport protein for retinol in blood, and
retinol is highly stored and catabolized to retinoic acid
isomers in the liver, which act as ligands for multiple nu-
clear receptors to regulate transcription of hundreds of
genes including many associated with glucose and lipid
metabolism [39,40]. Hence, the mechanism involved in the
greater reduction of RBP4 shown in the highest protein
diet is probably related to changes in RBP4 expression by
adipose tissue or the liver. The absence of differences in
adipose tissue-origin adipokine changes between diets in
our study suggests that the liver could be the origin of the
variations in RBP4 levels observed with a 35%-protein diet.

Our study has some limitations worth mentioning. The
short intervention time could have influenced the findings
in adipokine changes, such as adiponectin, which has been
reported tobe influenced by long-termweight loss exposure
[16]. However, most interventional studies that have
explored the effects of different weight loss interventions
have got a similar time frame, so the findings are compara-
ble. Diet compliance and physical activity were assessed by
self-reported questionnaires, which is a limitation. More
objectivemethods such as urinemicroalbumin andnitrogen
concentration determination could have provided a more
accurate assessment. Our study only involveswomen, so the
findings and conclusions could not be extrapolated to other
populations, and further research would be needed to
tein composition of low-calorie diet differently impacts adipokine
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High protein intake and adipokine improvement 9
confirm them.Wehave assessed adipose tissue functionality
through adipokine concentration, which is well established
[3e5]. However, future studies including in vivo experi-
ments should confirm this hypothesis.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our study indicated that weight loss induced
substantial changes in adipokines, which suggests
improvement in adipose tissue functionality. However, only
the highest protein diet induced a modification in RBP4
regardless of weight loss. This was directly associated with
triglyceride concentration improvement. These findings
suggest that HP diets improve the cardiometabolic profile,
at least in part, through changes in adipokine secretion.
Whether this beneficial effect of HP diet is due to im-
provements in hepatic or adipose tissue functionality could
not be determined in our study. A high content of lean
animal protein in diet could have played an essential role,
which should be explored in future studies to fully elucidate
the mechanisms and determine the optimal diet composi-
tion to optimize the clinical benefits of weight loss.
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