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I. INTRODUCTION 

As the title of this Master indicates, its main purpose is to form future teachers in 

many different kinds of skills (language skills, musical skills, artistic skills etc.). In my 

case the skill that I have chosen is the language skill because I want to be an English 

teacher in the future and that is why I have decided to study this master.  

As I will be mentioning during my project, the different strategies that we were 

supposed to develop during the first semester of this year are the following: (i) to be 

able to take into account the different cognitive and affective needs of learners 

(“interacción y convivencia en el aula”, “contexto de la actividad docente” and  

“procesos de la enseñanza-aprendizaje”); (ii) to take into account attainment target 

levels set in the Aragonese Curricula (deriving from the common European Framework 

of Reference)”(diseño curricular de las asignaturas de la especialidad de inglés” and 

“fundamentos de diseño instruccional y metodologías de aprendizaje en el ámbito de la 

especialidad”); (iii) to appreciate and make use of the value added to the classroom 

environment by learners with diverse cultural backgrounds (“Interacción y convivencia 

en el aula”); (iv) to use the ITC and the new technologies properly and to be selective 

with the activities that we can find on the internet (“Procesos de enseñanza 

aprendizaje”). (v) to design a learning unit and a didactic program in a proper way 

including all the things that should be included in both documents (“diseño curricular 

de las asignaturas de la especialidad de inglés”-“fundamentos de diseño instruccional 

y metodologías de aprendizaje en el ámbito de la especialidad and “procesos de 

enseñanza-aprendizaje”); (vi) to control our emotions and to create a good atmosphere 



MÁSTER UNIVERSITARIO EN PROFESORADO DE EDUCACIÓN SECUNDARIA OBLIGATORIA, 

BACHILLERATO, FORMACIÓN PROFESIONAL Y ENSEÑANZAS DE IDIOMAS, ARTÍSTICAS Y 

DEPORTIVAS 

Curso 2011-2012  

4 

 

in the class (“education emocional para el profesorado”). And to read and understand 

properly the most important documents for an educational institution (“school 

placement –practicum 1”). 

During the second semester of the year the competences we acquired were the 

following: (i) to create a supportive atmosphere that invites learners to take in different 

kind of activities; (ii) to identify learning objectives; (iii) to organize a lesson in a 

proper way and use different types of activities integrating the four macroskills, to 

interact with the learners (“designing, organizing and developing activities for teaching 

English”). We have also learned techniques devote to (i) - promote peer assessment and 

cooperative learning (“evaluation, innovation and research to teach the English 

language”- “designing, organizing and developing activities to teach English” and 

“oral communication in English language”); (ii)- use different resources in order to 

teach other subjects in English and to (iii) create a good lesson plan in which the type of 

lesson, its contextualization, its main aims, its learning goals, the anticipated problems 

and the solutions for this problems are reflected (“designing, organizing and developing 

activities to teach English”, “Oral communication in the English language” and “the 

second period of the students teaching”). And, finally, we have learnt techniques related 

to classroom management and classroom organisation (“designing, organizing and 

developing activities to teach English” and “school placement II”).  

Regarding the structure of this project, I have divided it into three parts. First, I 

am going to talk about the subjects in the first semester and then I am going to talk 

about the subjects of the second semester. In each one of the parts, after a general 
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introduction, I will analyze each one of the subjects more in detail taking into account 

the things I have learned, the work that we have done, how the assessment has been 

carried out and finally I will give my personal opinion on each subject. After the 

explanation of each one of the subjects I present my research and innovation project and 

my proposal for the teaching in the future. The last chapter of this project are the 

appendixes where I will include the didactic unit of the subject from the second 

semester entitled “designing, organizing and developing activities to teach English” and 

the research and innovation project carried out in the subject of the second semester 

called “Evaluation, innovation and educative investigation in the teaching of the 

English language”.  
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CHAPTER 1: LEARNING PROCESS AND EVALUATION OF 

THE ACQUIRED KNOWLEDGE 
 

 

1.1 FIRST SEMESTER SUBJECTS 

 

Most of the subjects in the first semester have been devoted to teaching us what 

we have to take into account when preparing ourselves to give a lesson of whichever 

subject.  

Generally speaking, in this first semester we have learnt how to deal with 

students that don’t have a proper behavior in class by developing strategies concerning 

how to treat them and how to speak with them and several activities in order to make 

these students be closer to us. In the subjects studied this semester we have also learnt 

how to design a didactic program for a whole year and a didactic unit that will be 

developed in several weeks. In several subjects of this first semester we have learnt that 

we need to take the legal issues into account and that there’s a document called the 

official curricula of foreign languages. A very important skill that we have acquired in 

these subjects is how to motivate our students with different techniques and how to 

integrate different types of new technologies into our class. 

Now I will focus on the different subjects explaining what we have learnt and 

what we have done in each of them.  
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1.1.1 Interacción y convivencia en el aula  

This subject was subdivided into two different parts, evolutive psychology and 

sociopsychology, with a different teacher for each of the parts.  

In the part dealing with evolutive psychology we learnt how to deal with the 

students that do not behave properly in class by acquiring different techniques intended 

to get them to feel closer to us and to show them that we trust them and that we are with 

them for all that they need. In this part of the subject we analyzed the examples of two 

boys in order to practice with extreme examples of improper behavior. In addition to 

these two examples, the teacher asked us to send him three reflections about three 

different aspects (how we observe, how we guide or orientate people and in which cases 

we would use the activity called “la rueda de la vida”). – the purpose was to make us 

think of how we observe people so that we can help people to follow the right path. This 

part of the subject was assessed by means of a theoretical test exam in which we had to 

demonstrate our knowledge about the theory that we has studied in class.  

In the part focusing on sociopsychology, we learnt how people organize themselves 

to form work groups and how we can categorize them and the influence the group has in 

its members. The assessment instruments for this part of the subject were a didactic 

guide based on the neighbourhood of the city called Casablanca and a theoretical test 

exam in which we had to demonstrate our knowledge about the theory seen in class.  
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In my opinion this subject has been very useful, especially the part in which the 

teacher showed us how to deal with students which have an improper behavior in class 

because this has always been one of the most difficult things for me. With this subject I 

have learnt to take into account the cognitive and affective needs of each independent 

student because not all the students have the same motivation in learning and are at the 

same cognitive level and this is something that we have to take into account in our 

classes. Another strategy that I have acquired in this subject is classroom management 

because if you have a student that does not have a proper behaviour in your class you 

have to manage this situation and if it is possible to solve the problem. 

 

1.1.2 Contexto de la actividad docente  

 

 This subject was divided into two different parts taught by two different 

teachers. 

 We have learnt the most important features of the regulations currently used and 

how they can be applied to the Spanish educational system. I didn’t know the 

documents that regulated the organization and operation of an educational centre 

(school, high school or official school of idioms) and in this subject I have not only 

learnt that but I have also learnt to understand the most important of these documents. 

In this subject we had to do a group project analyzing one of the most important 

documents (proyecto educativo de centro PEC) of one of the centers in which we did 

our school placements and a test exam in which we had to show that we managed all the 

theory that we had studied in class.  
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The second part of the subject dealt with sociology. In this part, we learnt the 

relationship between the education and other important aspects of life in society, like, 

for example, politics, economy and the student’s the familiar background. The 

assessment instruments for this part of the subject were a portfolio –either individual or 

in small groups- analyzing the statistics and the sociological data of the neighborhood in 

which the center of our school placement is located, obtained by a survey fulfilled by 

the students in our school placements, and a test exam in which we had to demonstrate 

our knowledge about the topic that we had studied in class. 

My opinion about this subject is that the part of school organization has been 

very useful because it is very important to know the current legal regulations that the 

day to day class activity must comply with and we have to know how to act if we have 

to act if a student doesn’t have the learning level that he or she should have according to 

his or her age; however, in my opinion, the other part of the subject hasn’t been so 

useful because I don’t really see the point in studying the relation between economy and 

politics with education, taking into account the fact that we are not sociologists. As in 

the previous subject, among the strategies that I have developed through the learning of 

this subject is a better ability to adjust my lessons to the needs of each one of students 

either cognitively or affectively (for example how to know if a student needs help and 

what kind of help he or she needs). Regarding the methodology used in this subject I 

can say that working in group is very appropriate in some situations because when you 

have to talk about something that is new for you it is better to do it with someone else 

because you can get better understanding and the other person can explain something 

that you may not understand to you. 
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1.1.3 Procesos de enseñanza-aprendizaje  

 

This subject was divided into three parts: (I) the part in which we learnt how to 

design a didactic unit and the main points that we have to include in it; (II) the part in 

which we learnt about the new technologies and their integration into the class and 

finally, (III) the part on motivation and evaluation. Each one of the parts was taught by a 

different teacher.  

 In the first part of the subject we learnt how to design a didactic unit and we saw 

the main points that we have to include in it. We also saw the main characteristics of a 

didactic program and the structure that it should have. Both documents (the didactic unit 

and the didactic program) are the same kind of documents but there are some 

differences between them, which we have also learnt in this part of the subject. We also 

saw the structure of the curriculum for secondary education, post compulsory education 

and official school of languages, the theory of the basic competences (definition, 

types…), what an objective is (definition, types and how they should be) and finally we 

examined several aspects related to the evaluation (how it is considered by the teacher 

and how it is considered by students). 

 In the part of the subject dealing with new technologies and their integration in 

the classroom, we learnt the different new devices and internet WebPages with which 

we need to get more and more familiar and that can be used in our classes to motivate 
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the students and make our lectures more attractive to them. In one of the practical 

lessons of this part of the subject we learnt how to use one of the newest technological 

devices that is little by little becoming more usual in our schools, high schools and 

official school of languages, which is the digital board (interactive white board). 

In the part of the subject focusing on motivation, we learnt several things related 

to motivation like for example; its steps, where it comes from (sources of motivation), 

the facts that make motivation possible and several strategies to motivate our students. 

In this subject we had to write a learning-service project in which we had to watch 

several videos and design innovative activities in order to solve what the student 

consider as not working in the day to day lessons (how teachers teach their lessons…).  

 This subject, in my opinion, has been very interesting and useful because I have 

acquired a lot of knowledge about how to design an effective didactic unit knowing the 

main points that I have to include in it and how I have to write it. Another reason why 

this subject has been interesting is because I have known the kind of internet and 

technological (hardware and software) resources that we have as teachers. As in the two 

previous subjects that I have explained, one of the skills that I have acquired in this 

subject has been to take into account the cognitive and affective needs of each one of 

the particular students when preparing a didactic unit (consisting of one single unit and 

a for shorter period of time) or a didactic program (consisting of several didactic units 

and for a longer period of time) – for example, by adapting the activities in order to 

make them achievable to all our students-. I have also learned how to integrate all the 
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new resources offered by us thanks to new technologies (digital boards, internet tools, 

interactive books…) in our classes to make them more motivating for our students.  

 

1.1.4 Diseño curricular de las asignaturas de la especialidad de inglés-

fundamentos de diseño instruccional y metodologías de aprendizaje en 

el ámbito de la especialidad. 

  

These two subjects have been taught by the same teacher because the two 

subjects were very similar in content. In the first one, “Diseño curricular de las 

asignaturas de la especialidad de inglés”, we analyzed the legal issues and the 

Aragonese curriculum in detail and practised each of the most important points included 

in this document. In the second subject, “Fundamentos de diseño instruccional y 

metodologías de aprendizaje en el ámbito de la especialidad”, we have studied the 

current regulations but only the part related to the methodology and the ways of creating 

groups in class.  

 As far as the work we were asked to do in both subjects, it has been more or less 

the same. In the first subject we have been asked to do two things. Firstly we had to 

write a didactic unit in groups and we had to present it to the rest of the class through an 

oral presentation. Second, we have been asked to write a portfolio where we had to 

include all the things that we have learnt in class and our reflections on our own 

learning. In the second subject we have also been asked to do two different things:  

firstly, we have been asked to write a didactic program individually;  and, secondly, as 
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in the other subject, we have been asked to write a portfolio were we have to include all 

the things that we have learnt in each lesson and our reflections on it. 

 In my opinion, these subjects are very useful because I have acquired knowledge 

about a document that I didn’t know before. I knew that there was a law on education 

for the whole country of Spain but I didn’t know that each community has his own 

curriculum for primary education, secondary education and for the school of languages. 

In this subject, in addition to the learning about the existence of this document I learnt 

to read it and to interpret what it says. In these subjects I have learnt to take into account 

attainment target levels set in the Aragonese Curricula (deriving from the common 

European Framework of Reference). From my point of view, it is very important and 

useful for our future as future teachers because when we prepare a didactic unit or a 

didactic program we have be aware of the legal regulations and of what we have to take 

into account depending on the course and on the kind of educational center for which 

our work is prepared.  

Regarding the portfolios, I don’t really see the point in having to explain what 

we have already done in class. However, I find them very important to reflect about our 

own learning because if we have to write something about own learning we will be 

forced to think about it and without any doubt we will understand it in a better way 

because when you area able to put something in words is because you have understood 

it in the right way. Another reason why these portfolios can be good is that they can 

contribute to the competence of learning to learn because they help you to reflect on 

what you have learnt in the subject, to have your own ideas and to organize these ideas. 
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The presentation of our didactic units orally in front of the class is, from my point of 

view, a good idea because it is the best way to present your work to other people and 

they can see how you are developing your work and they can take ideas from what you 

have done, and, similarly, you can take ideas from what the rest of the people do.   

 

1.1.5 Educación emocional para el profesorado 

  

This was an optional subject that I chose among other options because I thought 

that it was going to be an interesting and useful subject for my education as a future 

teacher and it was very useful because the teacher gave us many strategies in order to 

control our emotions when teaching and to create a good and appropriate atmosphere in 

the class.  

 In this subject we have learnt what we should do to be emotionally intelligent 

and to be able to overcome very stressful situations. For example, we learnt how to deal 

with a meeting with the parents of our students because sometimes this kind of meetings 

can be very hard and stressful for the teacher. Another thing that we learnt in this 

subject was how to be emotionally happy and how to achieve this happiness and 

transmit it to our students in order to create a proper and good atmosphere in our class 

in which everybody is able to participle whenever he or she wants.  

 We haven’t been asked to do any compulsory work but the teacher told us that if 

we write a little essay on any of the topics that we have seen in class she would take it 

into account in the final mark so, with one of my classmates, we decided to do a power 
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point presentation about why happiness is important in the class and what we can do in 

order to make this happiness be present in our classroom. Another thing that we did in 

this subject an activity in which we had to play the role of either the teacher or the 

parents of one of our students and this was very useful, even if you were just looking 

and not participating in the activity because this activity gives you clues of how to 

manage a meeting or interview with the parents of your students. 

 In my opinion, this subject has been very interesting because we have acquired 

very useful thing for us to know and to take into account when being a teacher and 

having to overcome difficult situations for us as for example the meetings with the 

parents of our students. The techniques we have acquired are for example; how to 

manage our feelings in the classroom because if we are in a bad mood we are going to 

transfer it to our students and the atmosphere we will create in the class will not be a 

good atmosphere, taking into account the fact that when a teacher is teaching something 

to his or her students the first thing that he or she teaches is his or her own personality. 

 

1.1.6 School placement 1 (practicum 1) 

  

In this school placement we have spent two weeks in our assigned schools, high 

schools or official school of languages reading the most important documents that are 

compulsory in each one of the educational centres. What we had to do in this school 

placement was just acting as mere observers of what happens in the classroom and in 
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the rest of the centre (different positions among the teachers, relationship between the 

different teachers and the staff of the centre...).  

 The work that we have been asked to do in this school placement was to write a 

diary in which we should include day to day what we have done in the centre. In this 

same project we had to include a summary of one of the documents existing in the 

centre (In my case I chose the document in which they collect the most important facts 

about the centre and the most important data –numbers of students, numbers of students 

that pass or fail the exams....- during the whole year) plus a diagram of the most 

important mandatory organs of the centre and a personal reflection on it.  

In this school placement I have learnt a lot because for me when you put things into 

practice, or least when you see someone putting them into practice is when you learn the 

theory to which you have been exposed. I have had the opportunity of implementing 

strategies that I have learnt through the different courses done in this first months of the 

Master. As for example, to know how to observe in order to know what happens around 

us and to be able to evaluate it and integrate in our learning for our future as English 

language teacher.  

 

1.2 SECOND SEMESTER SUBJECTS  

 

The subjects of this second part of the Master focused on each one of the specialities 

in which the master is divided (language skills, musical skills, artistic skills, sports skills 

etc...).  
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One of the ways that connect these two parts of the Master is the fact that in both 

semesters we have had to write didactic units in several subject (“Procesos de 

enseñanza-aprendizaje”- Diseño curricular de las asignaturas de la especialidad de 

inglés” and “Fundamentos de diseño instruccional y metodologías de aprendizaje en el 

ámbito de la especialidad in the first semester and “Designing, organizing and 

developing activities to teach English” in the second semester). 

Something that is very important for me and that we have learnt during this second 

part of the Master is to know how to organize the lessons making activities to practice 

and integrate the macroskills in our class. The way in which we have learnt to organize 

our classroom has been teaching us how to create lesson plans in which we have to 

include important information for the lesson (duration of the lesson, age of the students, 

type of the lesson, its context, anticipated problems and solutions, the piece of language 

content that we are going to be working in that lesson, etc.).  

For me it is very difficult to teach English phonetics and in this last months of the 

Master we have had a course (“Oral communication in English language”) in which the 

teacher has taught us several very useful strategies to know how to teach phonetics and 

to make our students understand it properly. 

As an optional subject in this semester I chose the one entitled “Didactic resources 

to teach other subjects in English” and in this course we acquired some techniques that 

can be applied either in the teaching of other subjects or in the teaching of English 

language.  

After providing a general explanation of the subjects of the second part of the 

Master I will focus on each one of the subjects more deeply. 
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1.2.1 Designing, organizing and developing activities to teach the 

English language. 

 

This subject has been divided in two parts: a more theoretical part in which we 

studied the different approaches that exist on teaching (Task based learning” and 

Communicative teaching approach) a more practical part in which we learnt how to 

create and develop activities in order to integrate the four macroskills (reading, 

speaking, listening and writing) in our lessons. 

 Something that I would highlight from the classes of this course is the way in 

which the teacher engaged us in the lessons because in addition to the fact that we 

started the class in a good and motivating mood with these warm up activities we could 

take some good ideas for our future as English language teachers. 

 The work that we have been asked to do in this subject relates both parts of the 

Master because we have been asked to write a didactic unit, as in some courses of the 

first semester, not only because of the fact of having to design it, but also, because of 

the fact of having to present it orally; the difference was that in this case we had to add 

something that we had learnt in this subject and in another subject, from this second 

semester (“Oral communication in the English Language”): the lesson plans. Another 

piece of work that we had to do in this subject, and that also relates both parts of the 

Master, was a portfolio in which we had to include the learning of the subject and our 

reflections on it. The last piece of work for this subject was a reflection essay in which 

we had to talk about our own idea on one of the topics seen in class. 
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The assessment of this subject has been made by means of the individual 

didactic units that we had to write and defend in front of our classmates and our two 

teachers and by means of the portfolio talking about the learning and our reflections on 

it. We have not done any exam in which we had to demonstrate our knowledge on the 

learning acquired through this subject. 

In my opinion all the things that I have learnt through this subject are very 

interesting because we have learnt to design many activities to present new input to our 

students either through the activities taught by the teacher or through ideas we have 

taken from our classmates. The most important competence that I have developed in 

this subject is how to manage our classroom and how to prepare and carry out a good 

lesson plan. In my opinion, it is very important to choose the right activities in order to 

motivate and engage our students in the class. Regarding the methodology used, I can 

say that it is very good because at the same time that we learn and take ideas about the 

activities we practice them; - in my opinion acquiring knowledge is as important as 

practicing it-. Something a little bit negative that I would highlight from the 

methodology could be the fact that we have developed too much time to the oral 

presentations of the didactic units; for me, a solution for it could be to present only the 

activities of each didactic unit because, in the end, all of us were talking about the same 

things (competences, aims, cooperative learning, peer assessment...).   

 

1.2.2 Evaluation, innovation and research in the teaching of English 

language  
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The first thing to take into account about this subject is that we have had the 

same teacher for the whole subject. The first thing we learnt in this course was the 

concepts of “innovation”, “evaluation and “research”. Another thing we have seen in 

this course are some educational research and innovation projects through eight 

different samples with a different project in each one of them (for example, the sample 

that we had to read was about the experience of ten students that were in an school 

placement in a primary school; their relationship with their mentors...). 

The first piece of work that we had to do for this subject was an individual 

definition of the three concepts mentioned above “innovation”, “evaluation” and 

“research”. After that, the next piece of work that we had to do was a group summary of 

one of the eight samples and tell to the rest of the people through the expert groups 

technique (we were divided into eight different groups and each of the groups had to 

summarize one of the samples. After that, one person from each group had to move to a 

different group, so that in each group there were one person from a different group and 

this person has to tell the rest of the people in the group what his or her sample was 

about). The third piece of work that we had to do was an innovation and investigation 

project for which we had to do project proposal before starting our real project.   

The assessment of this course has been made by means of the three pieces of 

work that we had to do (the three definitions, the summary of the sample, the project 

proposal and the investigation and innovation project). 

In my opinion, we have learnt many interesting things in this course. For 

example we have learnt how to prepare and how to carry out our research and 
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innovation project. Regarding the methodology used in the classes (overall when we 

had to summarize the samples), I think it is the appropriate one because in this way you 

do not only know about your sample but also you know about all the other research and 

innovation projects told in the rest of the samples. I think this is better than making each 

of us read the eight samples because, in this way, we have been able to focus on what 

was said in the research and innovation project told in our own summary and we know 

also about the rest of the research and innovation projects because we have been told by 

our classmates.  

 

1.2.3 Oral communication in the English language  

  

As in the previous subject we have had the same teacher for the whole subject. 

What we have learnt during the time of this subject was strategies to learn how to teach 

phonetic and how to integrate it in our lessons.  

 For this subject we had to do three pieces of work; the first one was an activity 

on segmental (in pairs we had to design a complete activity with a lesson plan, all the 

materials to use in the activity, a personal report and a pair work report). The second 

piece of work that we had to do was the same as the previous one but in this case the 

activity has to be on suprasegmentals (stress, rhythm or intonation). Once both activities 

were prepared and had been evaluated by the teacher we had to decide which one we 

wanted to implement with our classmates. The third piece of work was an essay in 
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which we had to analyze an oral text. This last piece of work had to be done with a 

different partner.  

 For the assessment of this subject all the pieces of work have been taken into 

account (to assess each of the activities originality was taken into account and the fact 

that you use authentic materials was also taken into account) plus two small exams on 

assignation of spelling with phonetics one dealing with vowels and another one dealings 

with consonants. A technique used to evaluate the activities was peer assessment (we 

had to evaluate an activity without knowing the couple that had made the activity and 

another couple had to assess our activity without knowing that it was our activity). 

 In my opinion this subject has been very interesting and useful because I have 

acquired many strategies on how to teach phonetics, something that has always caused 

me a lot of problems. Another thing that for me has been very interesting regarding this 

subject is the fact that, as in other subjects from this semester, we have learnt how to 

create a good lesson plan identifying the most important things about the lesson (type, 

length, age of the students, context of the lesson, anticipated problems and solutions 

etc.).  

Regarding the methodology used by the teacher I can say that it is the right one 

because, although almost all of us know something about what the teacher told us in 

class, the teacher has revised with us everything related to the English phonology and, 

from my point of view, this is very good because if you want to teach something -

specially something as difficult to understand as phonology- you have to have it clear as 

a teacher; you cannot take anything for granted. Talking about the assessment of the 
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subject what I want to highlight is the fact that we had to assess our classmates activity 

and I think it is a very good method because in this way we learn how to evaluate an 

activity in order to know whether an activity can be included in our class or not when 

we are preparing it.  

1.2.4 Didactic resources to teach other subjects in English 

 

This was an optional subject in which we have acquired several techniques in 

order to be able to teach other subjects in the English language in our future as teachers.  

The techniques that we have learnt and practiced in this course are the following: 

firstly we learnt about CLIL (content language and integrated language). Secondly we 

learnt how to simplify a text in order to adjust it to make it accessible to the cognitive 

level of all our students and thirdly we learnt how to create a proper mind map choosing 

a topic and selecting the most important ideas about it.  

For this subject we had to do several pieces of work; firstly, we had to prepare 

an activity to be evaluated by the teacher and implemented in front of the rest of our 

classmates (my activity dealt with the African-American culture and the subject that I 

will be teaching during my activity is American history and culture). Secondly, we had 

to compile an individual portfolio in which we had to gather all the learning acquired 

during this course and our reflections and impressions on it.  

In my opinion we have learnt a lot of very interesting things in this course 

because, although the subject was devoted to teaching other subjects in English, what 

we have been studying is also useful and can also be used in an English language class. 
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For example, we can use the technique of creating a mind map when we are trying to 

explain some new vocabulary to our students because in that way they can relate the 

words that have something in common and consequently understand the new words in a 

better way. Regarding the methodology, on the one hand, I have to say that for me the 

way in which the teacher explains the new concepts has been a bit boring and not the 

right one to be used because your students cannot learn new and complex ideas just by 

hearing you read a text, you have to explain this new idea or new concept through a 

power point or using more visual aids, but, on the other hand, I have to say that the fact 

that we have to implement our activities with the rest of the people in the class is very 

interesting because in this way we can acquire more practice and we can take ideas of 

the activities of our classmates for our future as English teachers.  

 

1.2.5 School placement II (practicum II)  

  

In this student-teaching period we have spent three weeks in the same 

educational centre that was assigned to us to do the school placement 1 (in my case the 

Official School of languages number II in Zaragoza). In these three weeks we have had 

the opportunity of having our first approach to real teaching. During this period we had 

to be the teacher of a group of students for 5 hours (although in the Official School of 

languages the number of lessons could vary from 4 to 6 because of the longer length of 

the lessons) and we could decide which group we wanted to teach among the ones that 
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our tutor teaches. In my case the decision was easy because my teacher only teaches 

first year of intermediate level so that was the only level that I could choose.  

Something that I did before facing a two hour class all of a sudden was to 

prepare short activities that our tutor recommended me and this was very useful because 

if you prepare yourself before teaching two hours in a row whenever you have to face a 

very long and demanding class you will feel more comfortable. In that way I got to 

know the students better and I was sure of what activities to prepare for them when my 

tutor from university came to see me teaching.  

 In addition to teaching the hours that we were expected to teach, we had to do 

some written documents; The first written document was a comparative study in which 

we had to compare either two groups in the same level or two groups from different 

levels; as my teacher teaches two groups that belong to the same level, I decided to 

compare two groups of the same level. With this project we learnt, for example, how 

one activity works with different groups depending on the level of the students and how 

we should adapt our teaching. The second document that we had to write was a 

portfolio in which we had to do several things: (I) describe the activities that we had 

done with the students, how we had carried them out, tell how they had gone (if they 

had worked or not), and (II) compare our own way of doing our activities with the way 

in which our tutor would have done them and tell which, in our opinion, is the best way 

of doing them.  

 From my point of view, this second period of my school placement has been 

very interesting and better than the first one because we have had the opportunity of 
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implementing and putting into practice all that we have learnt in the different subjects of 

the Master. For example, we have had the opportunity to put into practice many of the 

activities acquired in the subject “Designing, organizing and developing activities to 

teach English” and we have been able to put into practice not only activities but also 

strategies that we had acquired through the different subject as for example the strategy 

of classroom management and class organization (creating didactic units and lesson 

plans). Regarding the work that we have been asked to do, in my opinion, the 

comparative study has been very useful for me because in that way we came to know 

how different or similar two groups of the same level can be. The portfolio has been 

partially useful because we already knew what we had done in our lessons but what was 

very useful was to compare it with our tutor’s methodology and with our own opinion 

of how it should be done.  

 

 

1.2.6 School placement 3 (practicum III)  

  

In this school placement we have spent also three weeks in our assigned centres. 

These three weeks have been devoted to personal and autonomous work, which means 

that we have neither taught nor attended any of our tutor’s classes. The only time in 

which I have entered the class was to give a survey to the students in one of the groups 

in order to carry out a research and investigation project for another subject of the 

Master (“Evaluation, innovation and research in the teaching of English language”).  
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 The work that we had to do in this student-teaching period was a portfolio that 

was divided into two parts; in the first part we had to tell the process and the steps we 

have followed in order to carry out our innovation and investigation project and in the 

second part we had to do some self-assessment following the categories and the 

descriptors proposed by the EPOSTL (European Portfolio for Student Teachers of 

Languages).   

 This school placement period has not been as useful as the previous one because 

I have just been doing personal and autonomous work. Regarding the work that we have 

been asked to do, I can say that the portfolio has only been partially useful, on the one 

hand, because we already knew what we have done in our project but, on the other 

hand, it was very useful because having to make self-assessment following these 

specific descriptors make me aware of my strengths and weakness (what I already know 

and what I need to practice) 

 

1.3 CONCLUSIONS 

 

In my opinion this Master is well organized because we have learnt all that we 

need to know to be good teachers in our future. In the first part we had more general 

subjects, where we acquired knowledge about the current legal issues that we have to 

take into account when preparing a single class or a period of classes and we learnt how 

to write a didactic unit and a didactic program. In the second part we had specific 
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subjects and we learnt a lot of things about classroom management and classroom 

organisation. 

We have been able to put into practice all the knowledge, techniques and skills 

that we have been taught in the different subjects in the three student-teaching periods 

that we have had during the Master. In the first one I had the opportunity to read the 

compulsory documents in an educational centre and analyze one of them. In the second 

I was the actual teacher of one group of students, and I needed to make use of what I 

had learnt about teaching and classroom management, and in the third one I was doing 

personal and autonomous work. As I have at the beginning of this paragraph during the 

three student-teaching periods I have been able to practice all the theory learnt, but in 

addition to it, I have been able to see all the work that a teacher has to do when 

preparing a class for any group of students (especially when I was doing my third 

school placement because I when I was more in contact with the real work of the 

teachers that are working in this centre). Other thing that I have learnt is that preparing a 

class is even more difficult than teaching it because there are many factors that can 

influence it as ,for example, the kind of group that you have (because, maybe , you will 

have to adapt the activities you have prepared) the time that you thing you are going to 

expend either explaining something or the time they are going to spend doing an 

activity (than can vary and can disturb all your planning for that lesson), and the 

innovation that you should include in you lessons. 

In my opinion, theory is important but practice is even more important because it 

is where you can learn more by doing the things by yourself and implementing and 
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putting into practice what you have learnt in the theory. And a good way in my opinion 

of learning more and preparing yourself in a better way is to investigate and reflect on 

your own teaching because, sometimes, it is important to be self-critical in order to 

make yourself improve.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

CHAPTER 2: RESEARCH PROJECT AND FUTURE PROJECT 
  

2.1 Research project  

In this part of the project I will focus on the research and innovation project that 

we have done in one of the subjects of the second part of the Master entitled 

“Evaluation, innovation and research in the teaching of English”. In this project what 
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we want to investigate is the materials used by the teacher in the English class and 

whether the students use any different materials to the ones used in class by the teacher 

in order to acquire the L2 (the materials that they use outside the class are chosen by 

themselves) (watch TV series or films in English, listen to the radio in English, read 

English books, newspapers or magazines etc).  

 This project had to be performed in couples or in small groups and in order to 

carry out the investigation part of this project before starting our second and third 

school placements we decided to create a survey to be answered by the students (this 

survey we created was divided in six different sections: (i) materials used by the English 

teacher in class, (ii) other resources used outside the classroom (reading), (iii) other 

materials, (iv) mass media (radio and television) and cinema, (v) oral skills (speaking), 

(vi) real inmersion in an English speaking country; inside these sections they have been 

asked both about what type of materials they use and the frequency with which they use 

them . The surveys were answered by students of three different educational centres and 

three different levels (second or third year of ESO in a state-assisted primary school in 

Zaragoza, first or second year of post compulsory education in a public high school in 

Huesca and First year intermediate in an Official school of languages in Zaragoza).  

 Once we had collected all the data with these surveys, what we did was to 

analyze them in three different ways; firstly, we explained the most important aspects 

that are different or similar in the three educational centres by using charts in which we 

gathered the numbers of answers in each item of each question and, secondly, we used a 

more visual way of analyzing the information because we used pie charts to gather the 
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percentages of each one of the items in each one of the questions and thirdly we have 

discuss about the most important aspect of the results obtained through the 

questionnaire  by means of paragraphs.  

After analyzing all the data collected individually we met together and we 

shared all the information in order to reach a common conclusion through the 

information collected by the surveys that we had created at the beginning of the process 

and in that way finish the investigation part of our project.  

 In order to do the innovation part of our project we decided that we would 

introduce new materials that weren’t used before in the class so as to be able to study 

the students’ reaction towards a new material. Another reason why we decided to do 

this as an innovation project was because we thought that nowadays in the English 

language lessons the only thing teachers do is to follow a book and, in our opinion, it is 

important to use materials that are closer to the students because they will be more 

motivated and it is proved that if you use materials that are familiar and closer to them 

your students will learn quicker and in a better way and, as I have said before, they will 

be more motivated during the class. One author that talked about this in his books and 

articles and that we have used for the theoretical introduction of our research and 

innovation project was Brian Tomlinson (1998, 2012) For example, in my case (Official 

School of Languages) I decided to introduce some songs (“I have a dream” and “money, 

money, money” by the Swedish pop-rock group Abba) and the reaction of the students 

was positive because they enjoyed using this new material in the class. Before playing 
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the song I gave a little bit of introduction to the students in order to contextualize the 

activity, and I had taught them some vocabulary that they may not know. 

 As far as the results of the questionnaires are concerned, as we expected, the 

students at the official school of languages were the ones that used the more tools and 

materials in order to acquire the second language. In my view, something that can 

influence this is especially the degree of motivation that the students have because in 

this educational centre the students are older and although it seems that they do not have 

any time to anything else apart from what they are asked to do in class, as homework, 

for example, they are really motivated and willing to learn a second language. Another 

aspect of the results of this projects that could be highlighted is that the great majority 

of students that use materials different from the ones used by the teacher use materials 

of any kind (visual, oral, reading materials...) but that are closer to themselves (for 

example: to their life experience, to their likes and interests, books whose plots and 

topics are interesting from them...).     

 Investigating this issue has been very useful for me because you can have an 

idea of how willing your students are to learn a second language and you can have a 

first notion of what your group is like from the very beginning. Some limitations that 

we found while carrying out the project were, for example, the fact that there was a 

group of students belonging to the third year of secondary education that did not 

understand what we were asking them in the survey so what my classmate did was to 

translate all the questions into Spanish and to make a bilingual version of it. 
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2.2 Future project  

 Anther aspects that I find very interesting and that I would like to focus on in my 

future as an English language teacher is, for example, how to correct and mark the 

written productions of my students and which kind of marking they prefer because now 

for me it is very difficult to do it, maybe, due to a lack of practice and experience.  

This study could be carried out by exposing my students to different kinds of 

marking; I would divide my students into groups and I would give each of the groups a 

different writing in order to be marked with different techniques, e.g. just indicating the 

sentence where the mistake is located and writing the type of mistake –for example, 

WO (word order) G (grammar) -, indicating the sentence with the mistake but without 

writing anything, or directly correcting the mistake. Then, I would tell each group to 

explain the mistakes that they have found in their writing to the people in the other 

groups.  

Once they have explained the mistakes in the writings, and in order to know 

which marking method is more useful and effective according to the students, I would 

ask them to give the writings back to me and I would have brief interviews with three or 

four different people from each group so that they would be able to explain to me the 

mistakes that they have found in their writing and whether they have found this kind of 

marking good and effective and why.  

After that, in order to know which methods they prefer I would ask them to fill 

in a survey and the technique that is more common among the group answers would be 
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the one that would be used throughout the year in order to mark their writing 

productions; The reason why I would like to carry out this analysis is because I consider 

it very important to listen to the opinion of our students and take it into account, not 

only when teaching but also and especially when marking their own productions. 


