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INTRODUCTION
Music in an essential learning tool because it is part of our identity, it also
supports us in the development and practice of listening skill, pronunciation, and
vocabulary acquisition. Since an early age we identify words and objects through the
songs, so it is assumed that this process can be applied to the education and to the
learning of a foreign language, in this case English.
Since the moment we are born we listen, we transmit and feel through musical
manifestation. We hear the singing of birds, lullabies sung by our mothers and thus
music becomes in a universal and transcendental language in our lives.
Using music extensive information music is also acquired from the social and historical
context of the language. It is also regarded as a vehicle of the language, because it offers
opportunities to practice areas which are difficult for some students, areas or features
supra-segmental of communication, such as rhythm and intonation, and of course it is
an important source of vocabulary. Therefore, music supports the content for the
learning of language and the language learning process.
Musical ability is recognized as the one of the seven forms of intelligence, although all
of them occupy similar space on the brain and equal importance in the development of
the global intelligence. Gardner (1993).
Songs are not correctly used in the classroom, that is to say they do not just create a
friendly and communicative used atmosphere among the students, they should offer
much more in practice. They offer an emersion in the culture, especially through the
stories and myths from other societies, in this case from English speaking comunity.
According to Oller (1993) "teachers should be more innovative and creative, and they
must use a wide variety of activities to strengthen, enable and motivate students to
learn.”

4

[THE IMPORTANCE OF MUSIC IN L2 ADQUISITION] 29 de Mayo de 2012

JUSTIFICATION
The reason why we chose this subject for a project is that we consider the music to be a
central aspect of language learning acquisition. That is to say we consider music to be
central to create relaxed, interactive and dynamic environment in which students will
gain confidence and fluency in the English-speaking.
From our point of view, we believe that songs stimulate a natural accumulation of
vocabulary that students will be able to use in real life situations.
This project describes the theoretical and practical reasons for using music on a weekly
or daily basis in the teaching of foreign languages.
To this end, we decided to implement this project in the state high school “Miguel de
Molinos”. The experimental group chosen to carry out the project has been 14 students
of 2nd year of ESO who belong to the bilingual program at the center was set up.
The bilingual program regulated by the British Council tries to instill their culture in the
students helping them by understand their artistic manifestations. During the period of
our teaching practices we could collaborate with them in the Irish cultural week
checking the effectiveness of the music. For example we used songs such as "Molly
Malone" and "Whiskey in the jar" immersed in a context, to help students to develop
the four basic skills and also to learn more about Irish culture.
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Krashen’s Second Language Hypotheses
Following the “Nativist Tradition” of Noam Chomsky (1965), which say that all
human beings are born with the predisposition to acquire a language. Krashen
developed his five hypotheses, being the best known of which are referred to as the
“Input” and “Affective filter” hypotheses. According to Krashen’s Input Hypothesis,
new, unfamiliar vocabulary is acquired when its meaning in a contact is made clear to
the learner. Meaning is transmitted with the help illustrations, actions, photos and realia.
Krashen refers to "comprehensible input" when the linguistic input is made
comprehensible to the second language learner. Krashen says that the amount of
comprehensible input is proportional to the amount of vocabulary acquired. Thus,
according to Krashen (1989), vocabulary is incidentally acquired through stories
because familiar vocabulary and syntax contained in the stories provide meaning to less
familiar vocabulary, and picture illustrations clarify the meaning of unfamiliar words.
There is evidence that picture illustrations succeed at supporting the reading process
clarifying the meaning of incoming verbal information (Hudson, 1982; Omaggio, 1979;
Mueller, 1980; Bradsford and Johnson, 1972). In short, meaning is critical to the
acquisition of second language vocabulary.
The use of music in the second language classroom is consistent with both of
Krashen’s hypotheses. When second language learners hear “story songs”, that is stories
which have been set to music, it is possible to assimilate and acquire vocabulary. As in
the case of orally-read stories, story songs which are presented with picture illustrations,
photos or gestures provide the necessary extra linguistic support which results in
language acquisition. Furthermore, because of the positive effects which music has
upon second language learners, story songs may motivate and captivate the attention of
second language learners in ways that oral stories cannot.
Krashen’s second hypothesis, the “Affective Filter hypothesis,” also refers to the use
of music in the second language classroom. According to this hypothesis, the extent to
which linguistic input is received from the environment depends largely upon the
learner’s “affect”, that is his inner feelings and attitude. Negative emotions, functioning
much like a filter, can prevent the learner from making total use of the linguistic input
from his environment. Therefore, if he is anxious, unmotivated, or simply lacks
6
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confidence, language acquisition will be limited. Therefore, a positive mental attitude
has to be present in the interest of the second language teacher to provide an
environment which evokes positive emotions. Music does precisely that. Whether
learners simply listen to instrumental music, vocals in the target language, or sing in
unison, it is a pleasurable experience. Furthermore, as reported in the literature, singing
songs in unison produces a sense of community and increases student confidence when
speaking the second language. In others words, music lowers the “affective filter” and
brings about language acquisition.

Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences
The use of music in the second language classroom is supported by the work of still
another theorist, Howard Gardner (1993). According to this psychologist, there exist
eight distinct types of intelligence: musical, spatial, logical, linguistic (verbal), logicalmathematical, bodily-kinesthetic (movement), interpersonal (understanding others) and
intrapersonal (understanding self) and naturalist (observing and understanding natural
and human-made patterns and systems). Brain research supports the notion that these
distinct abilities appear to be independent of one another. That is, patients experiencing
difficulties in one location in the brain do not generally experience problems in other
areas. To him, all humans are born with a propensity to excel in all of these areas, yet
their ability to bring these up to date is largely dependent upon the influences of culture,
motivation level and experiences (1998). As a result, most individuals tend to excel in
only one or two of these areas. There are several implications for educators. First,
Gardner believes that it is the responsibility of educational institutions to cultivate these
intelligences. Also, educators need to be reminded that historically schools have focused
on

the

development

of

only

two

of

these

intelligences:

linguistic

and

logical/mathematical skills. Such a perspective is narrow since humans possess a greater
number of intelligences,
According to Gardner, given this, schools need to acknowledge and foster a broader
range of intelligences. Therefore, teachers need to instruct in ways that tap a wide
variety of intelligences. Although it is impossible to tap all intelligences at all times,
teachers need to incorporate a variety of strategies. Using music as a vehicle for second
language learning is consistent with Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences. Music
7
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can be used in any number of ways to instruct the second language to second language
learners. Students may listen to instrumental background music while writing an essay.
To elicit verbal responses, students may be asked to listen to classical or jazz music. In
order to acquire new vocabulary, students may listen to a song that tells a story while
the teacher points to picture, illustrations of key vocabulary words. Students may learn
to sing songs with lyrics containing key target language structures. Clearly, there are
numerous ways in which music can be used to instruct the second language, so students
will also cultivate the musical intelligence which Gardner speaks of. Furthermore, those
students who have superior musical intelligence will benefit ever more.

METHODOLOGY
The following study has been based on our observation and the results which we
have obtained during Practicum II and III at the State High School Miguel de Molinos,
with a group in the second year of ESO.

Aims
Our proposed objectives are:
 To promote the use of and production of music as a tool of encouragement and
motivation in the development of the skills in English.
 To offer a tutorial on the correct use of music as a tool in the English classroom.
 To analyze the uses of music in the educational of our case study the High
School.
 To show the development of the learning strategies as a result of our experience.
 To demonstrate the degree of influence and effectiveness of music in the English
learning process.
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Participants
Before starting our project, we considered it important to know the context in which
we were going to put into practice our reaching method. As we said before, the subjects
of our study have been supposedly bilingual students in the second year of ESO. This
bilingual program is regulated by the British Council. We should say that these students
came from a bilingual Primary School called Jose Antonio Labordeta.
We could see that the bilingual classes were dynamic, distended and also
entertaining because the teacher used a great variety of strategies such as reading books
and preparing different cultural events like Saint Patrick´s day, etc
It is important to say that they have a Native English language assistant who
collaborated in the practical teaching of the language so the level of these students
corresponded to an intermediate level. For all these reasons we decided to work with
them.

Instruments
Music is something easily accessible, for this reason, we decided to plan some
activities with songs taking advantage of the audio provided by the High School.
Since the implementation of the program web 2.0, we have been able to use the
digital board and also the radio cassette, internet, tablet pc for students, etc. These
resources have favoured the use of the ICT.
Surveys

We have also conducted some surveys to find out the interests of our students,
because we consider it very important to motivate/ captivate their interest in the
activities. These surveys [see Apendix1] show their interests and also their habits with
regard to music.
The questions which appear in them were selected mainly in order to answer the
following questions:
9
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-

Do you like learning through music?

-

What kind of music is your favourite?

-

How do you like to work with music?

-

Are you used to working with music?

Furthermore, we designed a survey directed at the teachers to find out their point of
view as well with regard to music, and to answer these questions:
-

Do you use music in class as a learning tool? Why? Why not?

-

How do you use it?

We will talk later about the analysis of the results we achieved from all these surveys.
Available resources
The resources provided by the school have been useful to carry out different
activities.

Through

internet,

students

have

worked

on

websites

such

as:

http://www.masterkeyenglish.com/blog/ . These kinds of websites provide the learners
with some resources which enable them to learn their favourite lyrics easily. In internet,
we can also look for video-clips which that illustrate stories, promoting a better
understanding. Moreover, internet can provide you with information about singers,
music culture, etc.
In the Appendix III (page9): you can also find the activities we carried out with the
students which show how you can work with a song apart from “fill in the gaps”
activity.
In the implementation of the project and in phase IV we will explain how these
activities work in a real context, and we will also provide information about some
activities you can put into practice in your lessons.
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Procedure
We have followed four stages in order to achieve our aims. This part contains the
procedure of our research divided in phases which we carried out along the elaboration
of this project.

Phase I: Development of the questionnaires.
Before using the music in our lessons it would be advisable to carry out a survey
among our students to know what kind of music they like, and how they like to learn
English [ see appendix I: ]. Our idea was to use the music which they are used to listen
because it is the base of their motivation. In our opinion, it is an outstanding point to
know the interests of our students, because it is important to keep them motivated and to
encourage their participation and create a comfortable atmosphere in class.
If they really like the songs that we use in the activities they will be more interested
to understand them. If we are careful with the choice of the goal which we have to
achieve, even the students with more difficulties will be able to take advantage of the
activity.
Songs could be a source of interest and motivation which come from the real world
being able to go deep into our students. There are many activities you can do with a
song to favor the second language acquisition of the learners.
Secondly, we consider to carry out another survey directed to the teachers from this
High School to know how they use music in their lessons, and what their opinion about
it are [see appendix II].
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Phase II: Collection of questionnaires and analysis of resources.
To carry out our project it was necessary to know the resources we had in order to
start implementing our project.
First, after the collection of the questionnaires, our work was to prepare different
activities and to begin to search for songs which would meet the requirements of our
students. It was very important to take into consideration students´ interests to obtain
successful results.
We didn´t have enough cooperation from the teacher´s team so we had to try and
anticipate difficulties because we didn´t have any point of reference from which to
begin our work. We decided to design different activities to do research into which one
would be most successful for future use.
On the other hand, the resources available to use at the High School us were:


A digital board and an internet connection: these resources were useful because, as
we have said before, the video clips help improve comprehension of lyrics, through
subtitles and the images.



A Master computer for the teacher´s use, which could project material for whole
class to see.



The School, in turn, had a complete arsenal of materials; dictionaries or
technological equipment for making materials, etc, at its disposal.

Phase III: Analysis of data.
Analysis of the students´ survey

Through the survey (appendix 1) we carried out on the students we obtained the
following results:
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6. Who is your favorite singer
or what is your favorite band
in English?
Marnoon five, LMFAO, Cold play, Bob
Marley, Elvis Presley, the Beatles, Jenifer
Lopez, David Guetta, One Direccion,
Adele, Rihanna, Madonna, Katy Perry
and Sean Paul.
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7. Is there a song you can
think of that has deep
significance for you? What
is it? Why is it significant?
Free answer.
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In the first part of the survey, we can find general information about the music habits
of the students. The results show that music is an element which is present in the daily
life of the students. Most of them listen to music, download songs and working with the
lyrics through internet, they also try to memorize the lyrics listening the song several
times. We can say that students identify with music, so these factors have been useful
when putting our project into practice.
Regarding the kind of music they like, Pop music is the most outstanding, so we tried
to work with this type of music in order to keep the students motivated. As we have said
throughout this project, it is important to take into account the student´s interests. All
these aspects facilitated their participation in the activities carried out.
We provided them with extra linguistic support such as the video-clips of the songs
which gave them a visual point of reference so then they could understand the context
of the song better.
We found in internet using the web 2.0 program.

11. In class, I like
learning through songs.

10. What is your main reason
for learning English?
We find different answers such as: to
work, to travel, to know another
language and grammar, like it, no
answers.
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The results in the first part of the survey demonstrated that students like working
with music, in the second part we can see that songs are not worked enough in English
lessons. For this reason, we found interesting to evaluate aspects such as: they like to
learn through games, therefore we will try to promote the use of them in the
implementation of our project as well as visual supports to complement their learning.
The results reveal that students are supporters of innovation and not traditional methods.
It will be an advantage to work with a small group because we can carry out some
groups activities, so the cooperative learning will be present in the development of this
research.
The motivation to study English among these students is promoted by several
reasons. They consider English as a useful tool to their future, so using songs in their
learning process provide them real contexts which do not appear in text books.
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The students always preferred to have clear constructions about what to do.
Therefore, one of our goals was be precise with our instructions.
Students do not like learning alone, as far as possible we avoided this. We promoted
tasks in small groups or pairs. The fact that we carried out this type of activity made
tasks easier, because, by not working alone, the students always had a peer who could
help them.
It is important to take into account the relative learning speeds of the students in the
activity groups. An effective way to make groups would be to use the following chart
which was established by Spencer Kagan (1990). He proposed that group work should
be done in groups with mixed learning speeds. The following table shows how a group
of four can be made up. Similarly, different combinations are possible for pairs
(horizontal groups- avoiding the low and high level combination)
Low

Middle low

Middle high

High
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Finally we focus our questionnaire on learning and how our students like to acquire
their knowledge. First it is important to say that this was an active and eager group, so
there was good participation and interaction. They preferred to learn new vocabulary
with visual supports as well as by reading and listening. Therefore, new vocabulary or
structures were noted down in their notebooks after hearing to consolidate the learning
process and make the words easier to remember in the long term.
We have the view that music will improve their pronunciation as well as their
knowledge of many other areas such as vocabulary, grammar, etc. This questionnaire
demonstrates that students like music, something which promotes foreign language
acquisition. Therefore we provided material for the students to be able to work at home
in a playful way. This avoided the dangers of the passive listener.
In conclusion, this questionnaire has been our main source of information to know
the reality about the importance of music for the children and how this can be used to
help them to learn English.
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Analysis of the Teachers´ Survey

Our main goal is to know: how, when and why music is used in classroom.
-Do they consider it useful or not to use music in the acquisition of a second
language?
Most teachers consider that songs are very useful in the acquisition of the English
language and they use them in class in a timely way. They argue that songs are useful to
develop the student ear, to learn new vocabulary and to review grammar, because music
brings the students in contact with colloquial English and some songs provide relaxation
and awaken the students to the taste for English. It is a different method of learning.
Following this point, we will show you the reasons why teachers consider songs as a
useful resource. The main abilities to pronounce well and the ability to learn new
vocabulary quickly are improved with the use of the songs in the learning process.
On the other hand, sub-skills such as intonation, correct use of grammatical
structures and speaking are also present.
These teachers expressed that the activities carried out are usually “fill in the gaps”
or reorder the sentences. Rarely, they used an integrative group technique.
The modern Integrative method in Education means that language learning in school
happens at the same time as the development of other abilities, such as creativity and
individual investigation. One example of the integrative approach is the integration of
language learning with musical appreciation development.

Phase IV: Implementation of the project.
The implementation

Through our observation and experience we can say these students are not used to
working with songs in class, so we think that it is better to begin to work with songs
from an earlier age. We did some activities with songs which they like, so they were
motivated and participative. After finding out their favorite singers and types of music,
we followed the three steps established by Lems (1996) y Poppeton (2001) to choose
the songs:
1- The lyrics of the songs have to be clear and heard clearly.
2- The semantics of the song must be appropriate to the level of students.
3- The songs have to be reviewed to avoid controversial contents.
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However, as we said before, an essential criterion which has to be in mind before
selecting a song is the aim didactic purpose of the lesson. There are many reasons for
using a song as a resource in the second language class such as:
-

To provide a variety of worked skills: (listening, reading, writing and speaking).
A song allows you to work the four basic skills in two stages. The first stage
develops the listening and reading skill when you are hearing and listening the
song, and in the second stage the students can produce oral or written outputs.

-

Exposition to English phonetics: (pronunciation, stress, rhythm, rhyme). One of
the most difficult things about this foreign language is the difference between
the pronunciation and spelling so using songs you can work on it.

-

Learning about grammatical and lexical points: a positive aspect about using
songs is that you can see the grammatical points learned in class in a real
context. Moreover, the students can learn colloquial expressions which do not
appear in the textbooks.

-

Introduction to socio-cultural and educative aspects: using songs, teachers can
promote educational values.

-

Translation technique: some teachers do not agree with this technique in the
leaning process, however in some moments it is beneficial for the students
because they can see the difference between their mother tongue and the second
language reflecting on their differences and resemblances to reinforce the second
language.

-

Adequate atmosphere: working with songs allows the students to be relaxed and
at the same time motivated.
As we said before, we carried out some activities taking into account the

information we got from the questionnaires. Some of this activities were individual
(“why don´t you continue?”, “fill in the gaps” and “order the song”) and some were
in groups (comic strips and debate club). The group activities had better results than
the individual ones. In general the students were very participative in all the
activities because all of them loved the songs we used. In the next chapter we will
explain the development of some of these activities.
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In short, the most important reasons for using songs in the second language
acquisition are the following: to motivate and create interest in the students in the
English language and to teach a foreign language in a funny and interesting way.

Phase IV: Proposal of teaching resources aimed at improving the
learning of English.
Using music in the classroom is an effective way for teachers to achieve successful
learning with L2 learners. In this chapter we propose some activities to carry out in L2
lessons using music. These activities are not the typical activities such as “fill in the
gaps” or “correct the mistakes”. Students will be more involved in the activities and
individually responsible for their learning. There are lots of activities to carry out with
our students, it is only necessary to be creative and take into account their interests.
Some of them are detailed below:
-

-

-

-

Does it really rhyme? In this activity, students have to look for words in order to
make rhymes, so they can use all the vocabulary they know.
Comic strips: story songs can be used to promote cooperative learning. In this
kind of activity students are divided into groups and the song is divided into
strips. Each one has to represent a part of the song. They can to the story or
change it. It is important to select the song carefully, being sure that students
understand it. We did this activity with our students. The song we used was
Imagine, The Beatles. They enjoyed performing this song so much. Before the
performance, we were working on the vocabulary so that the students could
understand the story of the song.
Debate club: it is possible to create a debate among out students, so we can use a
song to introduce and talk about topics. We used a song by Coldplay in order to
talk about the story of the group. They were very motivated and participative
because they liked this group.
“Why don´t you continue?” We can carry out this activity giving them a song
with some sentences deleted and they have to complete them through listening
or they can complete them as they want. This activity was carried out with a
song by Bruno Mars. They could use their vocabulary and grammar structures to
complete the song. It allowed them to use their knowledge and imagination.
It is also possible to carry out some projects with the whole class. For instance
you can divide the class in small groups. Each group has to choose a song and
work on in order to prepare an activity to be carried out by classmates.
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Activities have to be adapted to the level of the students, so you can include
reinforcement of the vocabulary in order to make it easier for low levels. You don´t
need to include them if the level is higher. You can also use visual supports such as
photos, videos, realia, etc to promote a better understanding.
To sum up, it is important to know the context where you are teaching to achieve
successful results.

23

CONCLUSIONS
The conclusions we have achieved in relation with our work research and its implementation
are the following:

-

Songs are useful tools to develop the basic skills

-

Songs can connect the students with real contents

-

Students can learn quickly in a familiar environment

-

It is important to work on the songs properly in order to achieve successful
results

-

Teachers should receive more training about how to work with music.

24
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APPENDIX
Appendix I

Using Music to Teach English to Learners of English
Answer the following questions:
1- Do you listen to English music?
Never  Sometimes  Usually 
2- Can you understand the lyrics?
Never  Sometimes  Usually 
3- How do you learn lyrics?
 Websides
 Transcription.
 Diccionary
 Other: ________
4- Do you download music?
Never  Sometimes  Usually 
5- What type of music is your favorite?
 Rock and roll
 Reggae
 Pop

 Rap/ hip hop
 House
 Other: ____________

6- Who is your favorite singer or what is your favorite English band?
7- Is there a song you can think of that has deep significance for you? What is
it? Why is it significant?
8- Do you like watching the video clips of the songs?
 Yes
 No
9- Does your teacher use music in class?
Never  Sometimes  Usually 
10- What is your number one reason for learning English?
26

Always Often Sometimes

11- In English class, I like learning
by songs.

20- I like learning English with the

Always Often Sometimes

whole class.
 Always Often Sometimes

12- In class, I like listening to and
using CDs.

21- I like studying grammar.

Always Often Sometimes

Always Often Sometimes

13- In class, I like learning through
games.

22- I like learning many new words.

Always Often Sometimes

Always Often Sometimes

14- In class, I like learning through

23- I like practicing sounds and

pictures, films, videos.

pronunciation.

Always Often Sometimes

Always Often Sometimes

15- I like the teacher to explain

24- I like learning English words

everything to us.

seeing them.

Always Often Sometimes

Always Often Sometimes

16- I like the teacher to help me to

25- I like learning English words

talk about my interests.

hearing them.

Always Often Sometimes

Always Often Sometimes

17- I

like studying English by

26- I like learning English words

myself (alone).

doing something.

Always Often Sometimes

Always Often Sometimes

18- I like learning English working

27- At home, I like learning using

in pairs.

your favorites songs.

Always Often Sometimes

Always Often Sometimes

19- I like learning English in a small
group.
27

Appendix II

Using Music to Teach English to Learners of English
Take the survey below:
Investigating how teachers use music–particularly songs and chants to teach English to students
(ages 12-18).
Your personal opinion regarding the use of music in teaching young learners is very important, so
please answer as sincerely as possible.
This will assure the success of this study. We hope that this allows you the opportunity to reflect
upon your teaching.
1. Think about the average lesson. Check the activities that you do.


Listening music and watching videos
(chants/songs).



Playing instruments



Reading books



Playing games



Activities in the student book



Saying chants (words spoken in a
rhythmical beat)



Moving to music



Singing songs (words set to a melody)



Doing workbook activities



Patting or clapping the beat



Other:___________________

2. Do you carry out musical activities with your students? Yes/No.

3. Think about when you use music in your teaching practice.


To introduce new vocabulary.



To practice grammar patterns.



To practice a dialogue.
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At transition times, such as clean up, as a
way to manage changes from one activity
to the next.



In programs, such as Christmas or
graduation, as a way to show



At the end of a lesson because learners
love to sing or chant in English on their

own while leaving class.

 Other:_____________________
4. Think about the purpose of using music to teach English.


Because my students like music.



As motivation.








Because my students can move with
music to learn language in a kinaesthetic
way.

As a way to teach students about culture.



To build my students’ pronunciation
skills.

Because my students remember language
from music in later classes.



To help my students speak English more
naturally.

Because young learners learn best through
active learning using music.



Because music is suggested in the “natural
approach” for teaching English to
beginners.



Because students develop a sense of group
harmony through music.



To help my students feel the rhythm of
English.



To give me a break while my students
listen to the CD.



Because it builds my students’ confidence
in speaking English.



Other: _________________



Because I believe that music is a
powerful strategy for teaching young
learners.

7. How do you teach a chant/song to your students?


I model the chant/song.



I say or sing the chant/song, without
the CD or cassette.



I point to picture cards as the students
chant or sing.



We practice the chant/song with the
CD or cassette.

I write the lyrics on the board, pointing
out each word.



I use more than one strategy.



Other:________________







I create a rebus drawing using both
words and picture.
We do movement and gestures to
represent the words.

8. What difficulties have you experienced with chants/songs?


The words on the CD or cassette are too
fast for students to join along.



I don’t have the CD or cassette to know
how the chant/song should sound.



The CDs or cassettes are expensive to
purchase.



I have a difficult time keeping a beat.
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I never learned English using
chants/songs.



My students don’t like chants/songs.

I have had little training to teach
chants/songs.



The administration doesn’t support the
use of music.

I don’t have enough time to teach the
lesson along with the chants/songs.



I have not experienced any difficulties.

There is a pause in the chant/song where
there are no words, so I don’t know what
to do.



Other:_____________________
9. What makes chants/songs effective for learning language?


Chants/songs reinforce the natural rhythm
of the words.



Chants/songs are a fun way for students to
learn, creating a happy learning
environment.







Students remember chants/songs long
after their lesson, as if “the songs are
stuck in their heads”.
Students feel that they are a part of their
class by saying a chant/ singing a song
together.
Chants/songs are easy for teachers and
students to repeat many times in class



Students develop fluency in speaking
English.



Students can build pronunciation skills.



Chants/songs are motivating for students.



Students become more confident by
repeating chants/songs/videos.



Chants/songs can be used to show parents
student progress.



Chants/songs allow students to move and
speak.



Chants/songs allow students to express
themselves.



I don’t believe chants/songs help my
students learn.



Other language: __________

11- If you use the music as a resource in English lessons. Do you take the
interests of your students into account? Yes/no. why?
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Appendix III
Clocks

Coldplay
This UK band shot to prominence on
the back of excitable comparisons to
Jeff Buckley and Radiohead, for many
commentators the twin figureheads of
tortured white rock music in the late
90s. In reality, Coldplay's inoffensive
and slightly bland acoustic rock
songs bear stronger comparison to
the hugely successful Travis. The
band was formed in January 1998 by
UCL students Chris Martin (b. 2
March 1977, Exeter, Devon, England; vocals), Jon Buckland (b. 11 September 1977, London,
England; guitar), Guy Berryman (b. 12 April 1978, Kirkcaldy, Scotland; bass) and Will
Champion (b. 31 July 1978, Southampton, Hampshire, England; drums). Self-financed demo
sessions were productive enough to warrant the release of the Safety EP in May. One of the
tracks on the EP, "Bigger Stronger', earned the band excellent notices in the UK press. They
appeared at September's In The City showcase for unsigned bands, but a performance at
London's Camden Falcon in December, where they were watched by influential journalist and
Fierce Panda Records" co-founder Simon Williams, provided the band with their big
breakthrough. A one-off single for Fierce Panda, "Brothers And Sisters", broke into the UK Top
100 at the start of 1999. The same May the band signed a major label deal with Parlophone
Records. Following their appearance at the Glastonbury Festival the band released The Blue
Room EP and concentrated on recording their debut album. In 2000, short tours with fellow
newcomers Terris and Muse, and breakthrough hits with "Shiver", "Yellow" (number 4) and
"Trouble" helped maintain the hype level prior to the release of their chart-topping debut
album, Parachutes, in July. The band was also nominated for the Mercury Music Prize.
Coldplay received a lot of press during the recording of their second album, with
Martin stating that if it was not up to standard then they would give up. A Rush Of Blood To The
Head turned out to be a strong follow-up, with tracks such as "In My Place", "The Scientist"
and the stunning "Clocks" matching the freshness of their debut. The album helped break the
band in the USA, and its multi-platinum status cemented their reputation as one of the new
millennium's biggest rock acts. Martin married American actress Gwyneth Paltrow in
December 2003. The following February, "Clocks" won a Grammy for record of the year.
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Encyclopedia of Popular Music
http://www.musicstrands.com/action/detailArtistBio/artistId/53089
1. Fill in the blanks with the following words:
take - saved - wanted - singing - brought - closing
The lights go out and I can’t be ________________.
Tides that I tried to swim agains
Have ________________ me down upon my knees
Oh I beg , I beg and I plead________________.
Come out of the things unsaid
Shoot an apple off my head
And a trouble that can’t be named
A tiger’s waiting to be tamed
Singing
You are
You are
Confusion that never stops
The ________________ walls and ticking clocks
Gonna come back and ________________ you home
I could not stop, that you now know
Singing come out upon my seas
Cursed missed opportunities
Am I a part of the cure
Or am I part of the disease
Singing
You are, you are (4x)
And nothing else compares (4x)
You are, you are
Home, home where I ________________ to go (2x)
Home, home where I wanted to go (You are) (2x)
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2. Write the sentences in the past tense.
a-The lights go out and I can’t be saved
b-Oh I beg, I beg and I plead.

c-Gonna come back and take you home.

I don't want to miss a thing
1.Put the sentences into the correct order :
Where a moment spent with you is a
moment I treasure,
Watch you smile while you are sleeping,

I don't want to close my eyes, I don't want
to fall asleep,
I still miss you baby and I don't want to
miss a thing
Cause even when I dream of you, the
sweetest dream will never do,

While you are far away and dreaming

Then I kiss your eyes and thank god we're
together

I could stay awake just to hear you
breathing,

Wondering if it's me you are seeing,

While you are far away and dreaming,

I just want to stay with you in this moment
forever and forever for ever

I could stay lost in this moment forever,
Lying close to you feeling your heart
beating
(Chorus)
And I wondering what you are dreaming,
Cause I miss you baby, And I don't want to
miss a thing,

(Chorus)
I feel your heart so close to mine
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And I don't want to miss one smile,

I don't want to miss one kiss,

I don't want to miss one kiss,

And just stay here in this moment,

I just want to be with you right here with
you,

For all of the rest of time
(Chorus)

Just like this, I just want to hold you close,

2. Answer the following questions about the lyrics:
1.What does he want more?
_________________________
2.Does the title correspond to the text?Why?
__________________________________
3.Why doesn´t he want to close his eyes?
________________________________
4.For how long does he want to be with his big love?
_________________________________________
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Lyrics and suggested answers
I don't wanna miss a thing
I could stay awake just to hear you breathing,
Watch you smile while you are sleeping,
While you are far away and dreaming,
I could spend my life in this sweet surrender,
I could stay lost in this moment forever,
Where a moment spent with you is a moment I treasure
I don't want to close my eyes, I don't want to fall asleep,
Cause I miss you baby, And I don't want to miss a thing
Cause even when I dream of you, the sweetest dream will never do,
I still miss you baby and I don't want to miss a thing

Lying close to you feeling your heart beating,
And I wondering what you are dreaming,
Wondering if it's me you are seeing,
Then I kiss your eyes and thank god we're together,
I just want to stay with you in this moment forever and forever forever
(Chorus)
And I don't want to miss one smile,
I don't want to miss one kiss,
I just want to be with you right here with you,
Just like this, I just want to hold you close,
I feel your heart so close to mine
And just stay here in this moment,
For all of the rest of time
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Listen to the song and complete the gaps. Enjoy, it is a cool song! (Bruno

Mars)

Oh, her eyes, her eyes

She’s so _________________,

Make the __________________

And________________

Her hair, her hair,

Oh, you know, you know,

Falls perfectly without her trying

You know I’d never ask you to ______________

_____________________,

If perfect’s what you’re searching for

_______ ____________________

Then just stay the same

Yea, I know, i know,

So don’t even bother asking if you look okay,

When I compliment her she won’t believe me

You ___________________________

And it’s so, it’s so

_______________________________,

______________ to think that she don’t see
what I see

There is not a thing that i would change
_____________ __________________,

But every time she asks me, do I look okay,
Just_______________
I say
And when you smile,
When I see your ________________,
The whole ___________________________
There is not a thing that I would change
for a while
___________________________,
Cause girl you’re amazing,
Just the way you are
Just the way you are
________________,
The way you are?
__________________________
The way you are?
Cause girl you’re amazing,
Girl you’re amazing,
Just the way you are, hey
____________________
Her lips, her lips
When _____ ___________________,
I could _____________ them all day if she’d let
me

There’s not a thing I would change

Her laugh, her laugh

Cause____ _____________________,

She hates but I think it’s so sexy

Just the way you are
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And when you smile,
The whole ________________ ___________
for a while
Cause girl you’re amazing,
Just the way you are, yeah

IMAGINE
(John Lennon)
Imagine there's no heaven
It's easy if you try
No hell below us
Above us only sky
Imagine all the people
Living for today...

Imagine there are no countries
It isn't hard to do
Nothing to kill or die for
And no religion too
Imagine all the people
Living life in peace...
You may say I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one
I hope someday you'll join us
And the world will be as one
Imagine no possessions
I wonder if you can
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No need for greed or hunger
Imagine all the people
Sharing all the world...
You may say I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one
I hope someday you'll join us

And the world will live as one
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Music is the universal
language of mankind.

Página 39

APPENDIX II:
PRACTICUM PORTFOLIOS
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PRACTICUM II
CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE PRACTICUM II

Nora Buey Martínez
16/04/2012
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Before starting to talk about my teaching experiences , I would like to
explain the context in which I am developing my Practicum II and III.
Miguel de Molinos is a state High School situated in a working-class
neighborhood called Actur, in Zaragoza. This is not a numerous High School
due to it is located in a recent neighborhood. Their students come from a
nearby state Primary School, Miguel Labordeta.
Miguel de Molinos has a bilingual program regulated by the British Council in 1st
and 2nd year of ESO. This program can be studied by the students who come
from the school Miguel Labordeta because it has a bilingual program as well.
Students must pass an exam in case that they want to participate in the
bilingual program and they don´t come from a bilingual School.
The bilingual program (1st ,2nd ESO) consists of five lessons of English and
three lessons of Science and History (L2) every week. These five lessons of
English are divided in the following way:
Monday

English textbook: they follow the ordinary textbook.

Tuesday

Foreign language assistant: they can interact about different
kind of topics with a British language assistant.

Wednesday

English textbook: They follow the ordinary textbook.

Thursday

Literacy: they develop all skills with a workbook elaborated by
the teacher.

Friday

Literature book: they listen and read different books.

In the second place I would like to explain how the English teacher, Ana
Maria Murillo develops her lessons throughout the week in a bilingual group of
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2nd of ESO. I will talk about her methodology, her interaction with the students,
the use of L1 and L2, resources, assessment, management, etc.
As I could observe up to now, Ana always develops her lessons in the same
way. Her main aim is to interact with students as much as possible in order to
develop listening and speaking skills. These are the skills which she considers
more important and she practices them constantly. For this reason, the
interaction with the students is continual along her lessons. Students are very
participative asking and answering frequently, using L2 with fluency. Teacher’s
management is very correct, promoting the participation and the respect all the
time. In general, students have correct behavior respecting the rules.
In relation to the use of L1, I can say that the teacher does not use it frequently,
just in case that some instructions have not been understood, or to clarify the
meaning of some words which after having explained them in English or given
some synonymous, students have not understood yet.

As I said before, once a week, they study literacy where they can develop all
the skills. Overall, in these lessons, she tries to develop the writing and reading
skills using texts about legends, short stories, interviews, etc. Teacher wants to
stimulate the interaction and the cooperative learning; that is why students work
in small groups in order to learn between them, giving ideas, solving problems,
etc.
Once a week, Ana has a lesson where they can develop the reading skill.
Throughout the year, the students have to read different books which are read
in class or at home as homework. First at all, they listen every chapter with the
CD, and then they read the chapters aloud.
Ana also works with different projects together with the Science and History
teachers about the culture of Britain. Students like to work in this way, and they
participate strongly in every project. With this kind of projects they are
promoting the cooperative learning again.
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About the assessment, I have observed that the teacher attaches importance to
the participation in class. This could influence in the final decision in the marks
of the students, independently of the grade of the exams.
In conclusion, I would like to say that I like the way Ana develops her lessons. I
think she is a teacher committed with her job; she tries to do new things and get
new resources for her students so that they can learn in a creative and
motivating way.

I have been watching and teaching in the 2nd year of ESO and
Bachillerato lessons. After to observe them, I

decided to chose 2nd year of

ESO to design and develop my Learning Unit. I took this decision because I
consider more interesting to work with a bilingual group than with 2 nd of
Bachillerato. I thought that I could learn more as a teacher and it would be
something different because I have never seen a bilingual group before.
Although I have elaborated the Learning Unit for 2nd of ESO, I have also taught
in Bachillerato, because I think it is important to know different courses and
ways of teaching, and to compare the differences between them.
I am going to talk about my Learning Unit, how its elaboration was, its put it into
practice, the final result, its structure, etc.
In the first place, I have to say that to learn to elaborate a correct Learning Unit
is essential in our training period as teachers, because it is important to create a
planning to guide the process and activities in the teaching-learning process in
order to achieve the objectives proposed. This allows you to carry out an
effective job with your students.
Before to start to develop your own Learning Unit, you have to learn all the
aspects you have to take into account to design it, why it is important in
teaching, its characteristics, and parts. I think we have learnt the main
information to create it in accordance with the curriculum (BOA).
As I said previously, I have done the Learning Unit for 2nd year of ESO. Before
to design it I have observed them, collecting information about their interests
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and characteristics, as for example, their level, or the previous knowledge. All
these information has helped me to elaborate the activities. In my opinion,
teachers have to know the diversity which there is in class, because people who
have elaborated the textbooks do not know your students; you are who know
them better than nobody. You can work with a textbook, but you should to take
into account the characteristics of your students to use it properly.
Once I had all the information about the students, I started to design and plan
the activities of my Learning Unit. I used the textbook which the teachers used
to use with them but I also designed some activities. The structure of the Unit is
the next one:

Title of the Learning Unit
Context about the High School and group class
Objectives
Contents
Competences
Activities, timing, resources
Diversity
Assessment

It was not complicated to create new activities because the students have the
same level of learning, so the diversity in this class does not exist; I could use
the same activities for everyone.
The most important and difficult point for me is to know what are the objectives
you want to achieve with the students. Once you know them, you can start to
develop the Learning Unit. In this case, it was easier because the English

Página 45

teacher helped me to decide some of them because she wanted that I included
some specific objectives which their students have to achieve.
Now I am going to talk about my putting into practice of my Learning Unit. By
the moment, I have put into practice two of the five sessions I have done.
In the first session, I did a reading about sports where the students have to read
it aloud and then, I asked some questions to know if they had understood the
text. Then, we were talking about different kind of sports they like, and finally
they worked in pairs to elaborate an interview about a famous sportsman or
sportswoman and answer it.
In this first session I feel comfortable because the students participated all the
time, asking and answering different questions. They liked the activities and
they had a good behavior along the lesson. I wanted to work in a
communicative way because I think it is best way to learn a language. Moreover
they are used to interact all the time, so they don´t feel stress about to talk in a
foreign language. Some of them used the mother tongue in some occasions but
I tried to correct them immediately. I also want to say that the cooperative
learning is a good way to work because each member of a team is responsible
not only for learning what is taught but also for helping teammates learn, thus
creating an atmosphere of achievement.
It has been difficult for me to anticipate the timing of the activities because I
think you always have to have extra activities programmed.
In the second session I feel more self-assured because I could resolve some
mistakes which I had the previous lesson, such as, the visual contact with them
when I am writing on the blackboard, and the timing of the activities. In this
session, we were refreshing some grammar they have already studied before,
and we sang a song and did some exercises about this grammar to develop the
writing skill because in my opinion, it is the skill they should improve.
In the following weeks, I will put into practice the other sessions I have
prepared. It has been a successful experience because I could to learn a lot of
things which I would like to use as a teacher in the future and other things I
would not.
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Now, I want to express that I have felt lucky working in this High School
because all the teachers shared their knowledge with us, specially our tutor,
Ana Maria Murillo, because she has included us in all kind of meetings and
lessons, and she has taught us how to use different resources, how to develop
the different skills, and how to manage the class.
It has been also interesting to see the differences between the Primary School
and Secondary School, because I have studied Primary Education. High School
is different than I expected because when you are working with small children
you can use a lot of resources more attractive and they are more motivated
than the teenagers, that is why I admired the work of the secondary teachers, it
is hard work.
Definitively, my opinion is that when you are in a real context of teaching, you
can learn about the real methodologies, activities, diversity, etc, because at the
university most of you learn is “ideal” but is not real. I mean that, it would be
more efficient to stay for a long time in the High Schools to practice the theory
you learn at the university in a real context.

To conclude this portfolio, I will explain about my future expectations.
By the moment, after to see and experiment how the Secondary Education
works, I have to say that, up to now, I will continue following the vocation which
I had since I was a child which is to work as a Primary teacher. I do not know if I
will change my thoughts in the future, that is why I am studying now for teaching
in Secondary Education.
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Practicum III

Nora Buey Martínez
07/05/2012
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Registration about the process of the innovation project
First of all, I want to specify the context where I put into practise this project of
innovation and investigation which consists of the English language acquisition through
music.
I made this research with my classmate Silvia Groote Murillo. We considered to
research about this topic in different levels due to the fact that we had the opportunity to
do it. These levels have been 2nd year of ESO, which has a recently bilingual program
regulated by The British Council, so the students have a good level of English, and 2nd
of Bachillerato (science and humanistic groups). These last groups have a lower level of
English because they have not a bilingual program.

Secondly, I am going to talk about the facilities and difficulties in the process of
this research. It was easy to work with music in all the groups because they like working
with it, so they were motivated and participative in the activities we did with them. We
considered so important to take into account the interests of the students about music to
elaborate the activities to keep their attention and motivation.
We had some difficulties with the elaboration of the activities. At the beginning, it was
difficult to adjust the selection of the songs with the level and contents of the group,
some of them were too easy and other too difficult in accordance with the level of the
students. Moreover, we had a short time to put into practice some ideas we had thought
to do with the students. Another difficulty was the scant participation of the English
teachers in the surveys we had prepared to know how teachers work with music as a
resource, so we have not enough information about it.

Finally, about the improvements and utilities, I think it is important to use the
music as a resource since the students an early age, because it is more motivated for
them, and you can work grammatical structures, vocabulary, pronunciation, culture, etc.
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As teachers, we can do a wide range of activities through music using different
methodologies. We can teach whatever we want with a song, but it is important to select
it properly in accordance with the contents we want to teach and taking into account the
interests of our students to keep them motivated and promote their participation.

In conclusion, I can say that the students have been very willing in all the activities
which we have done in class, participating as well in the surveys we gave them about
their linking and habits in connection with music. It has been a great and enriching
experience and I have learnt a lot of aspects during its developing.
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A reflection tool for language teacher education
After reading the document Epostl about the skills which a teacher has to have, I
found it so interesting to know how your progress as a teacher is, because you can
reflect about your didactic knowledge. I have chosen some points which I consider
more important for me. I want to analyse them explaining my feelings and my point of
view before and after my Practicum at the High School as a teacher. These aspects are
the following:
First I consider interesting to evaluate the speaking/ spoken interaction and the
interaction with the students in class, because I think it is an important point when
you are teaching a foreign language. At the beginning I could see that the dynamic of
the class with their English teacher was mainly interactional, so I wanted to follow this
dynamic in my lessons. In the first lessons I had prepared a lot of speaking activities
such as questions, moderated debates, etc. so that the students could express their
opinions, feelings... but the problem which I found was that I did not evaluate the
participation of all students, I could not encourage all the learners. Then, lesson after
lesson, I achieved to resolve this point asking and speaking with all students using
different topics which could interest them. Also, using spontaneous questions and
interaction work groups where they were more comfortable working with their
classmates. Therefore, I could develop the fluency and accuracy. After all, I need to
improve my techniques to help the students with the intonation, stress and rhythmic,
which I am learning in this second course term with Mº Pilar Mur.

The second aspect I would like to talk about is Projects because I like working
with projects and I have had the opportunity to collaborate in some of them during my
teacher training. The most difficult thing for me has been to plan the project according
with the aims and objectives, I think it is the most important thing and you have to do it
properly. I have felt comfortable working with other teachers from the bilingual
program. We had to elaborate the project in a transversal way because they were the
Science teachers, so we were collaborating during the entire project. I was assessing the
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students to elaborate the different activities we did, and they learnt in a cooperative and
communicative way.
I also consider important the grammar, because in my opinion it is the base of the
language, so it is important to explain and practice it in a correct way. In the first lesson
I felt that I couldn´t explain well some grammatical rules, I was nervous about if they
could understand my explanation. After the lesson we practised the grammar doing
some exercises, and they do them well so I guessed they had understood my
explanation. I could see that some students needed reinforcement activities that are why
I prepared some activities for the next lesson.

Definitely, there are lots of things which I still have to improve to be a good
teacher, but little by little I will learn from my mistakes not to do it again. I also think
that the most important think to take into account is the context of your class, it is
difficult to plan the lessons without to know your students, their needs and their
interests.
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Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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